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. Time appeared ready for a new focus, an integra

PREFACE
“Multi~Cultural® studies into something which

by imstitutions could reasonably expect to fund, t
perhaps as important, to staff.

Bruce L. Mouser g
The title for- this collection of essays,

Anthologies on Minority Studies have generally focused on separate the Minority Experienca: Past and Preseat, per
ethnic or racial groups (e.g., The Black American by Leslie H. Fishel, educaters mere r.rhlu the editore can rclu,lbly

Jr., and Benjamin Quarles; Native Americans Today by Howard M. Bahr, essays demonstrate, hmvei, that Americam mi

Bruce A. Chadwick, and Robert C. Day; or The Chicano by Edward Simmen) mon than théy have differences. The development

or on studies within particular disciplines (e.g., Minority Group the realities of protest literature, the role of

Politics by Stephen J, Hersog; and Speaking for Ourselves by Lillian groving racial amd social awareness, and tdentit

Faderman and Marbara Bradshaw, a collection of writings by authors from well as social units -- all these tramscend soc

various racial, national, and religious backgrounds). To the student ruh:?. these aspects of co-onlti:y best char.
. . 4

; and educator, such anthologies have presented a convenjent focus fotr“ ; _f' N Experieace.” Specialization of programs and is

. study. Rditors have produced collections which flcuitnte the teaching B minority groups does raise the specter, moreever
of specific curricula; and e¢ducators, too often ill-prepared to offer inherently neglect parallels in the mimority ex
such courses, have allowed such anthologies to dictate the structure of Rach minority possesses experiemces which brimg ’
their CO\I!IQI: _Editors of most such collections, moreover, are affili- focus and brimg to Anglos as well as minority g
ated with campuses with large minority enrollments and/or where the tion of that experience. This anthology attemp

4 total enrollment is large enough to generate ‘a proliferation of course perspective.
offerings for various minority groups and disciplines. The origins of this book, and more specifi '
' . while gre;ted by faculty and students with initial relief and Conference on Minority Studies, took form enrouty
‘ anticipation, the flood of anthologies and specializatiocn within col- Conference of African Historians to La Crosse, Wi
‘ lections hss left many flculty at medium-sized and small imstitutions of 1972. We were concerned th a lack of coﬁ
with the apprehension that such volumes hudequately serve their needs. educators in the Upper Midwest who were ltt!lptdi
1 ) convey to students the multivaried field enco-pd:
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by
Bruce L. Mouser

fity Studies have generally focused on separate

[e.g., The Black A.rlcl)n by Leslie H. Fishel,

; Native Americans Today by Howard M. !r,
rt C. Day; or The Chicano by Edward Simmen)

fcular disciplines (e.g., Minority Grou

nog’; ‘and Speaking for Ourselves by Lillian

lhnw e collectlon of writings by authors fro-
nd relizloul backgrounds). To the student

ogies have presented a convenient focus for’

Juced coilections which facilitate the teaching
educators, tco often ill-prepared to offer
such anthologies to dictate the structure of

f most such collections, moreover, are affili-

srge minority enrollments and/or where the
enowgh to generate a proliferation of course

ority grouﬁ u?,d disciplines.

Pulty and students with initisl relief and

pf anthologies and specialization withim col-

pculty at medium-sired and swall institutions

t luclh volumes insdequately serve thelr‘ needs .
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'rm/-ppnud ready for a new focus, an integration of "Mimority" or
"Multi~Cultural” studies into lontfhlng which medium-sized and small
imstitutions could reascaably upu‘:t to fund, to recruit students amd,
perhaps as important, to staff.

The title for this collection of essays, Identity amd Awareness: in

the Minority Experience: Past and Present, perhaps promises to such
e‘ucntoru were than tl’l:_”ltorl cen reasousbly expect to deliver. The
essays dc;onltntc, however, that American mimorities have mere im com-
mon thln‘}‘\cy have differences. The development of minorities programs,
the realities of protest literature, thc rolc of r.udir.ion and myth, a
g-wing racial and social awareness, and 1dcnr.1r.y as individuals as
well as social units--all these transcend social and racial boundaries.
Perh:?l these aspects o.f comsonality best characterise the "Mipority
lxpcﬂencc " Specl’luutlon of programs and 1solated study of spacific
minority groups does raise the specter, -orcovcr. r.h.r. such programs
inherently neglect parallels 1n thc minority expcrlcuce in America.
Rach minorify possesses uperiucu which bring "being a minority” iato:
focus and brimg to Anglos as well as minority groups a fuller realiza-
tion of that experience. ﬁu anthology attempts to reach that
perspective.

The origins of this ook, and more specifically of the /1973
Conference on Minority Studies, took form enroute from the Hllluaukec

Conference of African Historians to La Crosse, Wisconsin, in the spring

"of 1972. We were concerned about a lack of communications among

educators in the Upper Midwest who were attempting to investigate and

convey to students the multivaried field éncompassed under the umbrella
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designation of "Mimority Studies." We were equally conc¢ ned about the
proliferation of conferences and meetings which dealt somewhat -fop-
ically with separate group problems 2nd with specific disciplinary
interests. Few universities gnderwrote educators sufficiently for them
to attend !;re than a sample of such conferences. As initiators ;f yet
another conference, we based our dec(iz;n on the belief that educators
in ‘the Midwest, lpeclflclily those located at smaller institutions,
would attend an 1nterdilc}p11nlty gathering addressed to their immedi-
ate concefnl. At most, v; could identify a few problems; at least, we
would becowme aware of collective interests.

‘We determined to limit and structure the first conference to
specific approaches in thf offering of minority studies, both as a
collective in; and as sepaxate entitics, and more specifically to
problems’ of "Anglo" educators ‘in medium-sized Midwestern institutions
whose -d-iniztrltoil asked them to deveiop programs which would satisfy

demands for minority courses. Moreover, we hoped to provide some

answers for institutions (university, college, secondary, and elementary

levels) with dominant white populations which faced a demand from stu-

dents for awareness about minorities and their problems and which found

.
I
’

themselves with decreasingly mobile nnd:incr&lllagiqueﬁured "Anglo"
faculties. The conference program reflected these conéhrns, with one
session on "Directions in Minorities Programs,' a second on aspects of
"Black Studies,"” a third on "Latinos," "Native Americans,” and
"Specialized Appr;uchel,“ and a fourth'on specific probloms at the
secondary ln§ elementary levels and the difficulty of keeping linorit}

students in school.

o

The first confereﬁce. attended by repre
institutions from eighteen states, demsnatr
the Institute for Mlﬂ%xlty Studies at the,U
La Crosse were not unco@l‘n in tixe Midweat
that matter). But p;thl;l more importamt,
there vas a growing awareneaa EL-: problcnlf
group are not reatricted to tglt aingle gros
of more than a dozen panels for an nn(iclpi
met in April, 1974, registered a further ¢ ‘
Topics for panels included such titlea QIS-
Studeat Centera," "The Univerllt;'l Reapons
dents in External Degree Programs," "ltlt;}‘
ence," "Minority Business Development Imput |
"Pre~Service/In-Service Traiming Programs 1‘
Racial and Ethnic .Minoritiea," "“The Role of
Minorities Spectrum,' "Minority Literjture »
deaic Racism and the University Ideal: A Conl
of Ad-inllcrltoil toward Integrated lduc;t
"The Kffect §£ Affirmative Actiom on lll:§
and "American Minorities in International Af
also included topic panels which focu104 on
specific minority groups,

The essays in this collection stem dire

at the 1973 and 1974 conferences. The edite

invited each panelist to submit a paper for

From those papers presented fo

10

this volume.
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The first coaference, attended by representatives of -uty-uinf
institutions from eighteen states, demonstrated that the concerns of
the Institute for Minority Studies at the University of Wisconsin-

*

La Crosse were not unco—dn in the Midwest (nor-in other regions, for

. that matter). But perhaps 'h?re important, the attendance showed that

there was a growing awareness that problems which fsce one minority
group are not restrigted to that simgle group. "On~the-spot" formation
of more than a dozen panels for an anticipsted second conference which
met in April, 19?‘0, registered a further con-;::ence accomplishment.
Topics for panels included such titles as: '"The Future of Minority
Student Centerl:" "The Unl_ver;lty'p Responsibility to H}norltlu Stu-
dents in External Degree Programs," "Religion and the Minority Experi~
ence," "Hlnority Business Development Input from Higher Educatiom,”
"hé-Serﬂce/In-Scrvice Training Programs im Minority Studies," "Urbai
Racisl and Ethnic Minorities,” "The Role of Black Colleges in the
Hlnorltlel\ Spectrum," “Minority Literature and the Adolélcent," YAca-
demic Racism and the University Ideal: A Continuing Problem," 'Behavior
of Administrators toward Integrited Kducation in Higher Education,"
"The Effedt of Aff:mtive'uuo- on Existing Minority Group Programs,”
and "American Minorities in International Affairs." The conference
«lso included topic panels which focused on various literatures and on
specific minority groups. .

The Qll;yl in this collection stem directly from papers presented
at the 1973 and 1974 conferences. The editorial board of the Institute

invited each panelist to submit a paper for possible inclusion within

this volume. From those papers presented for consideration, and from

10




the tenor ¢f the conferences as a whole, it is immediately evident
that "Identity) and "Awareness' are themes that dominated the concfirnl
of minoritiex :nd educators alike. In the introduction, Geéru Kl»ﬁl

Carter distinguishes between racial and ethnic minorities, deliq«éuu

the perimeters of the field of Minority Studies,.and focuses o“{‘ “pare

allels of oppression” which have cha’r{cterlied the minority ex‘-"perlencc'l

in America. Yew of'vthe essays in Parts I, II, and III cttmq’;: to » .
specifically build bridges between the experiences ef dlffer;nt racial

groups. Yet, 83 a whole, the essays act as threads which vilve to

producs a better understanding than if each were to stand on itz own

merits .'

The editors are iudebte‘? to the sdministration at the University
of Hllconnin-u.Croue for their encouragement and fh\umcul support
for ‘a continuing series of conferences on Minority Stlf'lel from which
these papers were drawn. Special appreciation is exteindod te
Chancellor nnpcth Lindner without whose support thue‘ coaferences
could never have been held. The lict of names of porsons who made &

contribution to the conferencgn is far too large to enwwerate here,

bt each of them deserve a specisl word of appreciation.

o
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An anthology which deals with the subject
- . awareness in the minority experience must consi]
) minority séudies within the university. 1In lar]
' e . ;oncern for identity and aw:reness among minorf]

establishment of minority studies programs with
munity., Further, minority studies programs ne

address the minority experience in the United

INTRODUCT ION .
the questions of identity |9d avareness., Thua,

what minority studies means becomep critical i

o

abuses within the univerdity conmunfty.

The term Minority Studies as used here is

MINORITY STUDIES IN THE UNIVERSITY: . . |
0 . minorities, and more precisely to non-European

-USES AND ABUSES [ .
Other oppressed groups, =uch as women, national

\ - ties, are omitted. While recognizidg;the plural
[ ER
can soclety in all its diversity, npn-Eurcpesn
[ i are singled out for special attention. The re

ness relates to the unusual nature of the histo

George E. Carter .

o European racial minorities in the United Statea]
oppression experienced by these groups.

Thus, minority studies, for present purpoa

concept in the sense that it assumes an amalga
American Studies, Native~American Studies, lati
American Studies, and the related courses: into

studies, This is not to deny the individual id

. :l,/ , to imply they are somehow less important as ind
L L
A \‘ X.J l\\ ' Ed //
..rv . ‘ - . 1-:3
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INTRODUCT ION

ITY STUDIES IN THE UNIVERSITY:

USES AND ABUSES

by

George F. Carter
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An anthology which deals with the subject of \{dentity and
awareness in the minority experience must consider ;Le pla;e‘?f
minority studies within the university. 1In large part, art increased
c¢oncern for identity and awaren®gs among minority students led to the
establi;hment of minority stud;::\brogrlms within the university com-

munity. Further, minority studies programs need to respond to and

address the minority experience in the United States in the light of

_the questions of 1dentity and awareness. Thus, to understand precisely

what minority studies means becomes critical in assessing the uses and

abuses within the university commupity. ’

. The term Minority Studies as used here is limited to racial
minorities, and more precisely to non-European racial minbrity aroups.
Other oppressed groups, such as women, natfonllity or ethnic minori-
ties, are omitted. Whilfgiecognizipé the plu;;riutic nature of Ameri-
can society in all its diversity, non-European racial minority groups
are singled out for special attention. The reason for ;uch exclusive~
ness relates to the unusual natu;; oﬁ the hiéloricnl experience of non-
Europeaa racial minorities in the United‘States and the degree of
oppression experienced by these groups.

" Thus, minority studies, for present purposes, is an umbrella
concept in the sense that it assumes an amalgamation of Black or Afro-
American Studies, Native-American Studies, Latino Studies, Oriental-
American Studies, and tﬁe related courses, into one broad unit, minority
studies. This is not to deny the individual identity of the parts or
tn imply they are somehow less important as individual fields of

-« .
iz -
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inquiry. In fact, the goal can be;éfihttﬂ{nce of the individual parts
as essential elements of the broader whole.

Further, the conéept of minority studies does. not necessarily
iﬁﬁly any acceptance of s melting pot or salad bogl. .In fact, the con-
;ept does not arbitrarily a&ccept or rejecg these notions as valid or
invalid goals. Mingrity Studies should respect the individual integ-
rity of each of its parts. There is no particular m;rit in assuming
the individual parts of any given society must somehow éuse together to

-

make something new. The historical evidence in the United States for
the most part refutes sucE assumptions, and Minority Studies as a broad
concept should not accept the desirability of fusion for the sake of
fusion.

There is nothiﬁg inherently wrong with dive;sity within any given
population. The individual parts can be respected, their int%grity /
maintained, without d;stroying the soclety at larg?. Historians, among

others, have long known that the melting pot theory as applied to the

United States is a myth. Any stggent of American society can easily

"see that Black-Americans, Native-Amerfcans, Asian-Americans, and,

later, Latino-Americans have not been full participants in the American

melt;ng pq}*hnless one wants to accept the‘idea of a melting pot in

which r?é:e on the bo;tom get burned and the scum rises to the top.
yé; treatment of racial minorities in the United States from the

very beginning of the country has involved racism of the worst order.

Winthrop Jordan, in his important studies on the Black ekperience in

early America, White Nver Black and The White Man's Burden, stresses

that in searchiny fo: the origins of racism in America he had to start

%

Lig

with an agalysis of white attitudes, not onl

toward’ Native-Americans. Rcalizing he coulq

the Indians. However, Jordan writes, " . .
tudes toward Negroes, Indians kept creeping
Jordan makes is that white attitudes towaxd
beginnings of_the country " . . . have done ’
cendition American responses to other racllf‘
for present purposes is the unstgted assumpt
. !
in the American experience there are "pafnll
racial minorities have had to face, bobﬁ ind
minority group. In fact, white treatment of)]
for white Americans' treatment of non-whiteaq

At the same time, there are those who

"uniqueness of oppression" among racial minos

it is a mistake to attempt to compare the cx'

racial minoritiea. A,good example 9f thin'p'

Vine Deloria's book, Custer Died for Your Si

chapter entitled '""The Red and the Black."z
Studies must recognize the validity of both '
important, must make students aﬂa others ;vl‘
two views, if not many more, and further thad
ness and identity will be influenced by whlé
Thus, there is a good deal of confunlonj
well worn phrase, "American melting pot," and
minorities, racism, prejudice and discriminl‘

than in the antholoiies which purport to cove

15
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with an analysis of white attitudes, not only toward Blacks, but also

toward Native-Americans.

tudes toward Negroes, Indians kept creeping . . .

Realizing he could not do both, he dropped

However, Jordan writes, . . . in continuing with atti-

back in." The point

Jordan makes is that white attitudes toward Blacks from the early

beginnings of the country " . . . have done a great deal to shape and

1
condition American responses to other racial minorities.”

Significant

for present purposes is the unstated assumption in jordan's work that

in the American experience ‘there are ''parallela of oppression" which

racial minorities have had to face; both individually and aa a racial

minority group.

for white Americans' treatment of non-whites.

In fact, white treatment of Blacks became the model

At the same time, there are those who would argue for the

"uniqueness of oppreasion” among racial minorities and, further, that

it is a mistake to attempt to compare the experiences of different

racial minorities.

A good example of this position can be found in

Vine Deloria's book, Custer Died for Your Sins, particularly the third

chapter entitled "The Red and the Bluck."'2

Studies must .recognize the validity of both views
‘. .

A program in Minority

and, perhaps more

important, must make ij}dents and others aware that there are at least

two views, if not maﬁy more, and further that the
ness and identity will be influenced by whichever

Thus, there is a good deal of confusion over
well worn phrase, "American melting pof," and its

wiporities, racism, prejudice and discrimination,

questions of aware-
vi?w is taken.

the meaning of that
relationship to

no better illustrated

than in the anthologies which purbort to cover the broad field of
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minori.y studies. Melvin Steinfield's Cracks in the Melting Fots

Racism and Discrimination in American History, 1970, is a case in

point. In the Introduction Steinfield writes: "This book is about the
Melting Pot idea and its relationship to racism and discrimination.

For most of America's history her theoreticians have painted the con-
cept of the Melting Pot in glorious terms. According to this myth,
America is the land of freedom, democracy, and golden opportunity in
which people of ail races, creeds, and colors are accepted on equal
terms. Pride in the assimilation of huge numbers of immigrants is &
vital companion to the myth of the Melting Pot."3 He goes on to dis-
cuss the historical literature that accepted the vision of harmony
However, if one looks at the experiences of
racial minorities in America, it is apparent that they were not even
part of the myth. [t can be persuasively argued that the phrase "melt-
ing pot," myth or reality, applied to white immigrants or ethnic
groups, but not to racial minorities.

In fact, through most of American history there was no intention
that racial minorities should melt. Steinfield notes: "While Anglos
and other immigrants from nortnern and western Europe were 'melting;’
blacks were enslaved, sold, denied voting rights, and lynched; Indians
were shoved off the paths of westward expansion and massacred, Chinese
and Japanese were excluded or interred; MMexicans wefe conquered aud

."& Note:

oppressed, and other ethnic minorities were victimized. .
ethnic minorities were victimized; racial minnrities “ere enslaved,

lynched, massacred, interred, and cernquered.

Y
I3
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A major weakness in the anthology is the

sion.

little effort is made to analyze the experience |

to discuss the fact that they were beyond the pé
nition that the experiences of racial minoritleﬁ
the Jews were significantly different, and no ef
any parallels. How can students gain awareness |
minority issues when such a hodge~podge effect
field himself further notes: "In 1970 Americans
Melting Pot has just as often been a boiling cau
which the vehement fury of racism and discrimins
bubbling."5 Even more important, Americans muat
least for racial minorities, the concept was not
experience,

Another example of the limited usefulness a

on minority studies is one edited by Leonard Din

Cople Jaher, The Aliens: A History of Ethnic Mi
1970. The readsr comes away. from this work not:T
ethnic minority is. There are sections in the :
grant groups, racial minorities, and a religious

is told near the beginaing, "The persistence of

prevents national unity from emerging out of et
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There is an inconsistency in a book about the melting pot which
devotes large sections to groups that were not to melt. Steinfield
himself, in the Introduction, realizes that racial minorities were not
eveh part of the melting pot concept. The book, in fact, is not about
any meltxng pot or cracks therein; it 1is really about waves of oppres-
sion. A major weakness in the anthology is the 1ack of parameters, and
little effort is made to analyze the experience of racial minorities or
to discuss the fact that they were beyond the pale. There is no recog-
nition that the experiences of racial minorities, cthnic groups, and
the Jews were significantly different, and no effort made to fuggest
any parzllels., How csn students gain swareness and sensitivity to
minority issues when such s hodge-podge effect is presented? Stein-
field himself further rotes: 'In 1970 Americans must realize that the
Melting Pot has just as often been a boiling cauldron of conflict in
which the vehement fury of racism and discrimination hss never stopped
bubbling."S Even more important, Americans must recognize that, at
teast for rscial mirorities, the concept was not even relevant to their
experience.

Another example of the limited usefulness of present anthologies
on minority studies is one edited by Leonard Dinnerstein and Frederic

Cople Jaher, The Aliens: A History of Ethnic Minorities in America,

1679, “he reader come: away from this work not even sure what an

e

ethnic minority is. There are sections in the book devoted to immi-
grant groups, racial minorities, and a religious minority. The reader
i{s told near the beginaing, "The persistence of the minority problem

nd

prevents national unity from emerging out of ethrnic diversity. But

17
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tiien the authors go on to state: 'One minority, however, is indeed a
nat:onal concern today and 'minority problems' are frequently no more
tthan a euphemism for blaék problems, The Native-American student, or
the Chicano student, just becoming aware of and sensitive to his or her
past and cultural heritage, must cringe with suﬁh a narrow vision, and
this kind of narrowness does little to provide understanding of the
racial minority experience in the United States.

Furfher, Dinnerstein and Jaher seem to &ccept the melting pot myth
judging from the following statement: "Although American attention
focuses primarily upen the black minority today this may be a temporary
phenomenon. Jgst as minority groups in the past have settled into com~
fortable anonymzby. so too, hopefully, may the blacks. If in the
future civilized societie; make minority group adjustment a central
concern, racial antipathies, riots, and tensions might be minimized or
avoided."8 Minér}ty group ad justment to what? A society that still
re jects racial miﬁb{itieq whenever possible. The Native-Ameriéan stu-
dent might question the statgment that his or her ancestors settled
into comfortable anonymity. |

The Dinnerstein and Jaher collection, while containing some useful
historical pieces, for the most part falls short because they do not
recognize the differénces and the paraflels in the racial minority
experience in America, 1In addition, there i: an impreciseness in defi~
nition in the work which leaves the reader to wonder who is not a
member of & minority group in America.

A final example of rhe limited value of 'the current literature in

dinority Studies is Donald Keith Fellows' A Mosaic of America's Ethnic
>

Minorities, 1972, Fellows provides no defin

nl :

minority. There are chapters on Blacks, er
Japanese, and Puerto Ricans. The book is re‘
ties, vot ethnic groups. The reader is left:
nition unless ethnic minority and racial mi
One of the purposes of this introductory ess
that these two terms areé not synonomous. In'
perpetrated by university scholars has been
make the terms synonomous.

In the Preface to his antho}ogy. Fell
confusion. He writes: "The United States
the melting pot of the world--meaning, of ¢
Jther countries and Americans in minority rad
their unique self-identity, their culture &
became submerged by the overpowering dominand

19

called the 'American way of life. Fello

distinction between racial lnq ethnic minéri
° i
tion one discovers he uses ethnic minority wi
minority.
‘Fellows does recognize a distinction bed
assimilation, and argues that for most immigy
easy, but assimilation was not. He then poil
groups did not view "Americanization either
and cit;; as examples mid-nineteenth century

10

early nineteen seventies, He is actually

19




P black problems."7

13

on to state: '"One minority, however, is indéed a
ay and 'minoriry problems' are frequently no pore
The Nativé-American studeit, or
jugt becoming aware of and sensitive tn his of her

ritage, must cringe with such a narrow vision, and

88 does little to provide understanding of the

.rL§nce in the United States.

stein agd Jaher seem to accept the melting pot mytn
lowing statement: '"Although American sttention

n the black minority today this may be a‘temporary
minority groups in the past have settled into com-
s0 too, hopefully, may the blacks. If in the
;eties make minority group adjustment a central
athies, riots, snd tensions might be minimized or
group adjustment to what? A society thst still
ties whenever possible. The Native-American stu-
he statement that his or her ancestors settled
ymity.

and Jsher c llection, while containing some useful

pr the most part falls short because they do not

1
\

nces and the parallgls in the racial minority

. 1In sddition, there is an impreciseness in defi-
1chjlelves the reader to wonder who is not a
'group in America._l

'éf the limited value of the current literature in

onald Keitii Fellows' A Mosaic of America's Ethnic

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Minorities, 1972.

1h

Fellows provides no definition of the term ethnic
minority. There are chapters on Blscks, Mexicans, Indians, Chinese,
Japanese, and Puerto Ricans. The book is really about racial minori-

ties, not ethnic groups. The reader is' left with no certainty of defi-

" nition unless ethnic minority and racial minority are the same thing.

One of the purposes of this introductory essay is to strongly suggest
that these two terms aré not synonomous. In fact, one of the abuses
perpetrated by university scholars has been an effort on their part to
make the terms synonomous.

In the Preface to his anthology, Fellows only adds to the
confusion. He writes: "The United States has often bgen regirded as
the melting pot of the world--meaning, of course, that imgigrlnta from .
other countries and Americans in minority racial or ethnic'groups lose
their unique self-identity, their culture and their herltnget\ynd
hecame submerged by the overpowering dominance of what has com;\go be

"9 pellows appears to be mlking a

called the 'American way of life.
distinction between racial and' ethnic minorities; however, on examina-
tion one discovers he uses ethnic minority when he really means rnc%nl
minority.

Fellows does recognize a distinction between acculturation and
assimilation, and argues that for ﬁost immigrants acculturation was
easy, but assimilation was not. He then points out that some “ethnic"
groups dié not view "Americanization either necessary or desirable,’
and cites é; examples mid-nineteenth century Germans and Blacks of the

10

early nineteen seventies, He is actually discussing one ethnic

15
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minority--the Germans, and one racial minority--the Blacks; yet he
consistently reéers to Blacks as an ethnic minority.

\Anoqher problem with Fellows' terminology is his use of the term
"mosaic"vas part of the title. The term has been used often to describe
Canadian society snd the position of immigrant groups there.n The
'moaéic céncept depicts Canadian society as fostering & multi-cultural
identity with the many cultures involved all contributing their unique
characteristics to the whole. The concept rejects the melting pot idea
of a homogenized ideal society. The difficulty in all this is that the
"mosaic’ has been a myth in the same sense as the "melting pot" in
Ameri.an soclety.12 Thus, the use of the term as applicable to America
does not really contribute any meaningful insight relevant to the
American experience. 1In fact, it invokes another Element of confusion.

Minority Studies programs need to alert the university community
of the weaknesses in theAemergiug literature. Those interested in
awareness, sensitiviﬁy, and identity need to confront the reality of
the rac;al minority expgrience in America. A good st;rting place is
the assumption that for most white Americans " . : . the minorities
themselves almost always have been viewed as the problem; indeed social
reformers continually have tried to solve the 'Negro problem’ or the
'Indian problem' or the 'Mexican problem'! . . . TVe oppressing
majority never has endured a searching examinachﬂ,of the white prob-
1em."13 As Carlson and Colburn aptly point out, " ., ., . until whites
understa;d why this country puts its minorities 'in their plac;,' there
will be no escape from that 'place' by those still outside society'n

mainstream."M Cne of the gosls for Minority Studies programs at

o 20 |
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universities should include the awareness factor,
all Americans aware that the race problem in the

has always been in large part a white problem.

Minority Studies programs need to stress’th‘
studies is not the same as minority studiei; Ong
has arisen in the university comaunlty is the ef
groups under some umbrella concept. Daniels lnd_
case persuasively as to why it is 1mpo;tnn£ to l’
racial minority studies. "What then is the natu
ethnic crisis of our time? . . . For the first ¢
almost sll of the submerged groups in oﬁr count
entrance into the major institutions of our soci
the crisis are varied, but 1n‘che end the 1nelcnf
becomes clear, namely " . . . the root cause was |
of American racism-~-a racism which . . . connllti
into full membership in society to the vast major
cans."16 The fact is, American éoélety from ttqt
as noted earlier in discussing Winthrop Jordon,
character.

To discuss the immigranﬁ analogy or the etﬁn
indulge‘not only in confusion but fantasy. The a
often used to raise the queati;n of why racial mi
Ymade it' in American society. The Germans, the
Norwegians, the Jews, have '"made it.' Why has th
American, the Chicano, not "made it"? The implic

is that those who have not "made it' s&re not will
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universities .should include the aéareness factor; that is, in making
all Americans aware that the race problem in the United States is and
has always been in large part a white problem.

Min;rity Studies programs need t§ stress the fact that ethnic
studies is not the same as minority studies. One of the abuses that
has arisen in thg universjity community is the effort to homogenize all
groups under some umbrelllnconcep:. Draiels and Kitano have stated the
case persuasively as‘to why it is important to separate ethnic and
racial minority studies. "What then is the nature of what we call the
ethnic crisis of our time? . ., . For the first time in our history
almost all of the submerged groups in our country . . . are demanding

entrance into the major institutions of our soclety."lS The causes of

the crisis are varied, but in the end the inescapable conclusion

becomes clear, namely " . .. the root cause was the pervasive nlfure
of American riclsm--l racism which . . . consistently refused admission
into full membership in society to the vast majority of colored Ameri~
cans."16 The fact 1s, American society from its elrli;at beginnings,
as noted earlier in discussing Winthrop Jordon, has been racist in -
character. s

To discuss the immigrant analogy or the ethnic annlogf is to
indulge ﬁot only in confusion but fantasy. The analogy argument is
often used té raise the question of why racial minorities have not
"made it" in American society. The Germans, the Irish, the Poles, the
Norwegians, the Jews, have ‘'made it.” Why has the Qlack, the Nafive-'
American, the Chicano, not '""made 'it"? The implication of the analogy
is that those who have.not "?adg\it” are not willing to work and

21
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17 The key factor in this false

struggle to "make it," as others have,
analogy is the fact of color.
The white immigranﬁ, the white ethnic group, can merge with white

America any time. The racial minority member faces the fact of a per-

‘vasive white racism, a racism which has perneated every aspect of

American society for over 300, years. Herein lies the difference, and
4
herein lies the most difficult task for Minority Studiea. The curricu-

lum of Minority Studies programs must seek to alter false images‘of
‘reality and re-assert the facts of the American experience. Minority
Studiea curriculum must first and foremost separate myth from rel}ity.
It muat deal with things as they were, not as wiahéa or hoped. And
further, Minority Studies curriculum must be auchored solidly in an
academic mold; it must maintain an integrity of its own as a discipline
whieh deals with the multi-racial experience of America as a fact, not
as a myth.

» What {s at stake here is not only a matter of awareness and
identity, or understanding; these are not enough.'.Mihority Studies
must go beyond these goals in a search for realism. In one sense
Minority Studies is more than any Black Studies pfogram. or Chicano
Studies program, or Native-American Studies program, more .n the sense
it respects the integrity of each amd also strive§ to achieve a “united
front' that, by its very n:ture; is diverse.

The achiev;ment of an integrated Minofity Studies program at any
university or college is no easy task. Many academic programs for
racial minorities established in the late 1960's were in regponse to a

crisis situation. any lacked academic soundness or even careful

22
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reflection., Promises were made and often unv
yielding to pressures from minority studenta
not accustomed to responding to, or coping w
were promised academic majors snd minors andi
programs by institutions that had little cha
offers. The result often was rather obvioua;

Given the resources and faculty of noat‘
many private ones, it was not in the beat in
out hopes of major academic progr;ms in Mino
unrealistic to assume that most, if not all,t
in the country could or should field majoxr a
Studies, or Native-American Studies, or y‘k;
American Studies. At the prestigious Ivy Ledg
University, an Afro-American Studies Dehixt :
until the fall of 1969 and required substanti
from the Ford and Rockefeller F0undlt1agy.18:
backing necesaary to support a sound pr;grll;
at major publié institutions. Yet, promiaea
student expectations were high.

There were other difficult issues. Even

create a program for Black students, what ab
racial minorities? 1In fact, this problem is
tions across che country. Yale University, f
beat, if not the best, Afro-American Studiea I
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today. However, it has no structured acaée

Americans, Asian-Ameﬂicans, Chicanos or>Puert
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reflection. t by institutions

Promises were made and often unk
yielding to pressures from minority students &nd Others that they were
not accustomed to responding to, or coping with. t, pinority students
were promised academic majors and minors and, in some cises, graduate
programs by institutions that had little chance of delivewing on such
offers. The result often was rather obvious abuses. .

[

Given the resoyrces and faculty of most public 1h§titutionﬁ/w1nd\\
hﬁhny private ones, qawal not in the best interest of anybody g\hold
out hopes of major academic programs in Minority Studies. It was
unrealiatic tS assume that most, if not all, colleges and universities
in the country could or should field major academic programs in Black
Studies, or Native-American Studies, or Latino Studies, or Asian-
American Studfes. At the prestigious Ivy League schools auch as Yale
vUnivernity, an Afro-American Studies Department was not established
until the fall of 1969 and required substantial financial assistance
from the Ford and Rockefellen?oundltionlv.18 The kind of. financial
backing necessary to support a sound program was even slower in coming
at msjor public inst{tutions. Yet, promises were being made, and
student expectations were high.

There were other difficult issues. Even if a school Qns able to
create a program for Black students, what about prbgrama for the other
racial minoritieg? In fact, this problem»is still with many institu~
tiops across th; country. Y51; Univérsity, for example, has one of the
best, if not the best, Afro-American Studies Departments in the country

mday.19 However, it has no structured academic program for Native-

Americans, Asfan-Americans, Chicanos or Puerto Ricnns.20
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By 1970 it was time for careful re-assessment. It was time to
admit that all schools were not equipped to offer majors or minors in
Black Studies, or any other racial minority studies. Schools needed to
take a stand and indicate emphatically their given limitations in terms
of staff, resources, and demand. A search‘for alternatives was the
next step, and many smaller colleges and universities did evaluate

their programs and ideas. However, the record was and still is irregu-

lar and, in fact, abuses continue to handicap many programs. Retrench-

ment within many schools has caused the eliminetioﬁ of some programs
aud the curtailment of others. The old adage, last hired, first fired,
was being applied on a proérnmmatlc baais, and the newness of minority
srudies programs placed many in jeopardy. The procesa is still going
on at many institutiona.

Ancther common @buse withip/the university community has been the
decreed course or program. B ldmihistratlve fiat & new course or pro-
gram is called for to aensitize studenta to the problems of mino;fties.
in Wisconsin, the Department of Public Instruction Guidelines for a
course in ﬁumlnilm in Education provides a claasic case. Education
departments in colleges and universitleskacross the state were told
that all prospective teachers had to have a course in humanism for teri
tification. A six point guide was provided stressing racial minority
issues 3ﬂd’the need for sensitivity, awareness, and understanding.21
On the surface such a requirement seems desirable; however, with'gloser'
examination some very basic questions arise, such as, who will teach

»
such a course, are qualified instructors available, and, most important,

24

is it realistic to assume a prozpective teacher cf
taking a three-credit course.
As stated earlier, the university community

and viable approach to minority studies. Admitte

will vary from school to school. At the same tf

.

munity has the responsibility of facing one of th
United States, racial misunderstanding and hostil
the responae will in large part determine if the
program will be useful or abuaeful.

For far too many years, educators have oberl
world created in large part by the nature of thei
contszt. They have assumed that white middle cla
arejfunctionnl and successful everywhere and at a
Such, in fact, is not the case, and mln;;lty stud
instrument for making the university community a
the realities of the rlcl;i minority experience i
pervasive mythology €Lat,ﬂns slturlteq,lcndemln.

Without question, American society at large
university community needa a re~deé1n1tion of its,
Viable minority studies programs can be extremely
about this re-definition, both for whites and rac

the heart of the re-defining a recognition needs

vidual cultural, racial, and other identitiea can|

pride, and at the same time & commitment to the

racial society can be maintained. 6 As the Black n
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'ulde was provided stressing racial minority Sbout this re-definition, both for whites and rlciai minorities. At .,
fnsltivity, awvateness, and under:;tanding.21 the heart of the re-defining a recognition needs to occur that indi-
irement seems desirable; howeéer, yith closer viduat cultural, racial, and other identities can be maintained with
’c,questions arise, such'as, who will teach pride, and at the same time a commitment to the multi-cultural, multi-
?d instructors available, and, most important, racial society can be maintained. As the Black novelist Ralph Ellison

noted some years ago in his classic, Invisible Man: "America is wogen
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fate is to become one, and yet many-~this is not prophecy but

of many strands: I would recognize them and let it so femaln; Our

\ . 1
descrlpckon."
g .
What QBllows'are essays which attempt to provide integrated
v . a *
insight on the issues gf awareness and identity in the minority experi-
ence. The nature of our multi-racial society is explored from past\\B
present using the problems of awareness and identity as a unifying
2.
theme. Such is the ‘stuff of realistic minority studies curriculum.
3.
—
4.
5.
L * " 6
s 7.
T 8
9.
10.
11.
12.
7
13.
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lewis H. Carlson and George A, Colhurn, In Their Place: White

America Defines Her Minorities, 1850-1950 (New York, 1972), p. ix.

Roger Daniels and Harry H. L. Kitano, "The Ethnic Crisis of Our
Time," in Viewpoints, p. 3. The use of the term "ethnic" in the
title is unfortunate and misleading because it is clear that
"racial crisis of our time" wéuld be more precise and more apt.
Ibid., pp. 3-4.

Ibid., p. 5.

Afro-American Studies at Yale (New Haven, 1972), p. 1.

New York Times, April 21, 1974,

Yale University Directur, 1973-1974 (New Haven, 1973), and Yale

College Programs of Study (New Hsven, 1973), pp. 5-8.

See State of Wisconsin, Department of Public Instruction,

Administrative Code PI 3.03, "Administrative Code Requirement in

Human Relations.”
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Part 1
THR LATINO EXPXRIENCE

There is an old adage that a person who knows no history is
comparable to an individual with no memoxry. To be denied the existence
of one's history and heritage, to prétend that a certain group has no
heritage or history, is to deny an important part of an 1nd1vldui1'l
identity. Yor years Americans denied the history and heritage og
Afro~Americana, Mative-Americans, and thindl, or at least any that was
worth recalling or preserving.

The four papers prescnted here all deal in some way with the
question of 1dent1éy and lvlftﬁeil in ﬁh; L;iino expafience. The
importance of literltur;"ln the emergence of identity is stressed as
Yvette Miller writes: . . the Chicanos are determined to project
their image and cultural heritage. They are equally determined to

establish their identity as a group that will not permit itself to be

diffused into the ranks of a subdued, acculturated society."” The mes-

sage of this first essay rings loud and clear, namely, Chicano authors
view self-identity and social ideatity as critical to tée survival of
Chicano Herltlge and cultﬁre. |

The second essay illustrates that drema is an important medium in
a quest for identity. The two authors discussed, Louis Valdez and
Nepthali de Leon, ". . represent both a search of social and personal

identity through two kinds of symbols . . the heroic past of the

Artecs and the present, represented by Ruben Salazar."” Further, Pedro

25

¥
Bravo-Elisondo stresses that ". . . the twe &

the roots of their conteat in the sources t
social and human identity."

Addressing himself to a regional 1lluc,'

a peculiar problem for a racial minority in
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church at Indtlpl Nar
church . . came to be the largest and most
Mexican identity." The evolution of Spamish
area came about primarily out of a .concerm fa
identity in exile. The concern for prescrv‘
indicates the importance of identity and the
past heritage of Mexican-Americans in the he

The final essay in this section illustr
Chicano atud:

concern of Mexican-Americans.

reapect ., |

3

. they must firat establiah a ¢
them to respect themselves." Alvin Sunaeri
thrust of the Chicano studies program at MNew
University is a matter of identity and tvhf‘

Taken together, the four essays illustra

identity and. awvareness in the lLatino experie
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Bravo-Elizondo stresses that ". . the two studied works look tc fix
the roots of their content 16 the sources that feed the search for a
social and human identity."

Addressing himself to a regional issue, Nigolnn Kanellas writes of
a peculiar problem for a racial minority im the Midwest. Writing about
Our Lady of Gusdalupe Church at Indimna Harbor, he notes: '. . . this
church . . . clnﬁ to be the largest and most visible reminder of
Mexican identity." The evolution of Spanish newspapers in the Chicago
area came about primarily out of a concern for protecting the Mexicanm

\

identity in exile. The concern for preserving docuicntl in itself

indicates the importance of identity and the need for awareness of the

past heritage of Mexican-Americans in the heartland of America.

The final essay in this section illustrates the contemporary -
conceran of é!xlcln*‘ltrldlnl. Chicano students believe that to gain
respect " . A
them to respect themselves." Alvin Sunseri demonstrates that the msin
thrust of the Chicanc studies program at New Mexico Highlands
University is a matter of identity and awareness.

Taken together, the four essays illustrate the importance of

identity and awareness in the Letino expeflence, past and present.
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The steutoriar voice of the Chicanos is being heard thwxough a wide
profusion of publications which encompass th; fields of history and
sociology, anthropology, politics, religion, education, ilterlture, and
folklore. Conscious of their force as the second largest minority in
the United States, the Chicanos are‘determlned to project their image
and cultural heritage. They are equally determined to establish their
identity as a group that will not permit itself to be diffused into the
ranks of a subdued, acculturated ﬁlnorlty. Rather, their wish is to
enlighten the public about their epic past and reveal the injustices
they have suffered--and are suffering--in an alien enviromment which

has attempted to engulf and subdue them. For the Chicanoa, demon-

*“*'W!fiifthg”fhftr“IGEiit‘id!nttty*hll"bfcom!“tn“!tttntiti&tttp—made“

necessary by the discrimination to which they have been subjected.

-~ The Chicano voices range from purely lltgrlry accounts to muted
outcries with a deceptive appearance of resignation which hidea an
ambivalent judgment of social criticism, to militant and outspoken
calls for resistance to "La Blzl" to join and strengthen the ranks for
the struggle. These last two attitudes are more prevalent in Chicanc
writings.

The present purpose is to examine the Chicano literary outcry
within the scope of different Chicano anthologies and journals focusing
on fiction and poetry, but not excluding sociological essays. .This
study will include mainly surface analyses of the following Chicano

anthologies and journals: E1 Espeio, Yearnings, From the Barrio,

Aztldn, Voices, We Are Chicanos, El Grito, La Raza, Regeneracidn,

Aztlan (the joufnal), and Magaz{n.
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A worthy representative of the Chicano literary output in fiction
and poetyy is El Esgejo,l an anthology of selected literature that
includes shogt stories from Silvio Villavicencio, Miguel Méndez, Octavio
I. Romano-V., Carlos Velez, Nick Vsca, Rudy Espinosa, and Juan Garcia.
Poetry is represented by Miguel Ponce, Alurista, José Montoya, and
Eutupinifn. Most of the contributors are either graduate students or
professors. The selections vary in theme and mood from lyrical out-
bursts to emphatic expressions of the Chicano plighf and ggggg vivendi.

The title story, El Espejo, written in bil{ngual text by Silvio
Villavicencio, shows an interesting stream of consciousness tecﬁnique
with multiple perceptions of reality, as the protagonist unveils the
- thoughts which grsdually lead him to kill his pregnant lbver, Eleng.z

%iéuel Méudez, in ”WOrkihop for Images' (also in bilingual texe),
wfites in surrealistic prose with a profusjon of imagery and bold
//61traiutic metaphors, all in a somber mood. 3
/ In "Goodbye Revolution--Hello $1lum,'" Octavio Romano, the renowned
anthropologist, paints a bitterly satiric picture of the fate of the
Mexicans who fled the revolution only to encounter the slum. 1In a
caustic "expose' he deals with the strikes of the twenties and
! thirties and the ensuing deportations:
"Once sgain the raids in the night. Once again the military.
Thousands and thousands and thousands of people deported; men, women
and childéen. Twenty fhguland men, women and children from one city
alone, the rigidly segregated city of San Antonio, city of the Alamo.

But now, thsnks to the wonders of a developed industrial nation, the

descendants of the Aztecs no longer have to walk siowly in search of

33
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another home. Now tuey are abundantly welcomed to ride in railroad
freight cars--over the tracks their backs built--nna also in cattle
boats; by-produéts of an advancing civilization, Even Montezuma himself
would have marvelled at the power and the glory of these freight cars
snd cattle boats."?
The ﬁexicnn Americans who remained behind continued to strike until
World War II, "at which time," he proceeds sardonically, “they were
sent forth’to fight injustice in Europe and Asia." "Mosaico Mexicano"
shows Octavio Romano's versatility in the compesition of prose and
poetry that includea pathetic chants to the destiny of the transplanted
Mexican, continually beset by injustice and cruelty.6 '

The remainder of the selections in El Espejo convey the same
theme: the pathos and inequity of the enforced modus vivendi of the
Mexican Americans, sometimes resulting in a warped sense of honor and
plety. "A Rosary for Dona Marina" is further proof of Romano's flexi-
bility. On one level, he deals with a misunderstood sense of honor
which leads a Mexican woman to excesses in protecting the family's
honra. Dofia Marina drives her fourteen-year-old niece away from home
when she tries to force her to undergo an abprtion for an imyginary
pregnahcy, at the hands of ;n unscrupulous doctqr. She then takes

N

refuge in religion, in the form of weekly prayers at church. On
another level, the working conditions and daily life routine of
Mexican-Americans laboring in fish canneries and at the railroad are
portrayed realistically. Dona Marina keeps house for Pedro, hef second

cousin, a railroad worker of thirty-two:
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""Pedro was now employed in the nearby rallroad yards where his task wss

vto help carry a seemingly endless number of railroad ties soaked in
~creosote and placed, as he often.uatd: 'where I sm told.' Across his
right shoulder he wore a slab of leather for protection f:OQ the
creosote. But the leather was not enough and the fiery liquid seeped
through, causing his ahoulder to be perpetually covered with callouses
and watery blisters, When he returned hg e at the end of each day he
always rubbed soft yellow olive oil over his shoulder sores. It was
but s stsying sction, for on the following day they burst sgain.
Often, in moments of bitterness over his lot, he would look upon the
perpetually inflamed shoulder as a brand by which, he would exclsim,
'People around here can tell who is Mexicsn and who is not. It is not
enough to be b%own, but I must hsve this bloody brsnd in addition. '™’
Nick Vsca, snother contributor to El Espelo, writes about the fate
of old Mexicans in two of his short stories, which are set in the San
Joaquin Valley. 1In "Tie Purchase," the elderly, widowed Dona Lupe
agonizes over ways to buy:Chrtitmll gifts for her ten children out of a
meager pension. She learns about the "lay-awsy plsn" from s friend and
proudly selects a series of trinkets at one of the town's stores. On
the day she takes her next to last payment, she is accused of atelliug.
Bewildered and hurt by the injustice, she decides to forego store-
bought'prelents and starts embroidering her usual gifts of towels and
hlndkerchtefa.8 In "The Visit," an old snd ailing Mexican living in a
dilspidated trailer--ironically built of plck}ng boxes from Hunt and
Heinz 57-~-receives a visit from his son. The author skillfully shows

the old man's expectations as they reach the zenith and descend to the

-~
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nadir: he will be taken to a doctor, ﬁélt ;mpol
will get relief froﬁ his psins. Thebltory ends '
he is left slone, knowing thst the promises will
that he must endure his crtppltné rheumatism to
Purchase' and "The Visit'" are an outcry against
little or no protection agsinst poverty and dise
Mexicans,
&.

In the poetic chants, the cries of despair
solitude and protel;, of nostalgia for the ances
of grief for the bygone gloriea of the bronze ra
resigned or defiant touel,‘ll expressed in the
Montoya, and !ltuptnt‘u.

Yelrntggllo affords an interesting fhenlttc‘
index of contents, grouped under nine self-expl
(1) Heritage, CUIto;l, Legends; (2) Identity; (3
Love; (4) Conflict, Anger, Protest; (5) Pride; (
ness; (8) The MAQy Faces of the Hunan Spirit; a
Under “Heritage," the most powerful outcry of r;
is found in Apolinar Melero's manifesto, '"Mi Gend
"My people are the Chichimecas, Foltecn, thotegq
established great civilizations in the Valley of
My people swept down from Azt1fn and conquered A:
My people were eagles who soared snd fell.

My people were defeated physically but not spiri
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-nadir: he will be taken to a doctor,sthat impossible luxury, and he

will get relief from his pains. The story ends in a gripping tone as
he is left alone, knowing that the promises will never be kept, and
that he must e#dure his crippling rheumatism to the end.? Both "The
Purchase" and "The Visit" are an outcry against social laws which offer
little or no protection against poverty and disease for the aged
Mexicsns.

In the poetic chants, the cries of despair and bitterness, of
solitude and protest, of nostalgia for the ancestral home lgfc forever,
of grief for the bygone glories of the b;onze race, may take on
resigned or defiant tones, as expressed in the poetry of Alurista,
Montoya, and !ltupini‘n.

Yenrniggllo affords an interesting thematic subdivision in itay
index of contents, grouped under nine aelf-explln;tory titles:

(1) Heritage, Customs, Legends; (2) Identity; (3) The Many Faces of
Love; (4) Conflict, Anger, Protest; (5) Pride; (6) Hope; (7) Hopeless-
ness; (8) The Many Faces of the Hﬁman Spirit; and (9) Word Portraits.
Under "Heritage," the most powerful ocutcry of resentment and defiance
is found in Apolinar Melero's‘wanifeato, "Mi Gente."

"My people mre the Chichimecas, Toltecs, Zapotecs, and others who
established great civilizations in the Vélley of Anahuac.

My people swept down from Aétl‘n and conquered Anahuac.

My‘people were eagleé who soared and fell.

My people were defeated physically but pot spiritually.
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We refuse tc be labeled aliens in our own: land which is so nuch a part comparative anthropological analysis of the

of us, which at ever: turn reminds us that this, the Southwest, belongs Anglo-Americans and Chicanos. He notes that

to us, identity, ainceé their society is ruled by c
Yet we now merely survive in the harriog of Los Angeles, Sen Antoaio. oriented. TIn his words:

st i . "In the United States of America, . . . cult
We, who once had the gre;Lest civilization in the Americas, are now strict sense, do not exist. The only beﬁlvl‘
looked ou as simple laborers, society makes on the individual citizen is cd
fh, woe to us for the backbreaking labor which we must do merely to tern of the Anglo majority. And it {s at th
survive for it hunches our backs and cuts our hour. v crises of members of minority groups have be
Think you; gringo, we do not despair at our condition? Think you, we purely materialistic ambition of the pioneer |
do not know this is our land? Think you, we do not think of reclaiming Anglo thinking . .n12

it one day? Think, gringo. On the other hand, the Chicano does %5t cone
My people are hungry; we are hungry not only of the stomach, but of the pursuit of material happinesa, and Contredas |
soul; we hunger for revenge. Virgen de Guadalupe, give my people the tragedy of the Anglo-American's lack of iden

strength to do what must be done. Chicano's loss of cultural identity is only
My people have tilled the Southwest, they have worked, sweated, and ends on a proud note, "Although the Chicano
bled to make it prospér, yet they share in none of the rewards. ‘ be fed, housed, and clothed, he feels his 1de
My people now slave in the fields as beasts of burden and are denied declares with pride: Por Ei ESE! habla el el
basic human working conditions. 1 ask you, gringo. Can you give my - Variations on the theme of Chicano prid
people back their dead, whom vou murdered? identity are also evidené in the poetry of Jod

e s s 8 4 s s 5 s t s s s 8 s s s s 4 8 s s s s s s s 2 s s s s s ° » Barrera'ushortesuay;"Mexican-AmeriCanIl."

{ar you pive me my land hack? ""Mexican-American Is:
Aterica has been built on the blood, the sweat, and ;h;ttered nopes nof Persona non grata in the WASP neighborh
millions of %“egroes, Indiars, Mexicans , . .”11 ’ white. . . .

In the section in Yearnings subtitled "Idenrity,"lthe essay by

Hi1lario ., Centredas, ""te Chicanos Search for Identity,” focuses on a ""Mexican~-American is SHARING: 1

Q 37 9 |
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revenge., Virgen de Guadalupe, give my people the

must be done.
ed the Southwest, they have worked, sweated, and
sper,, yet theyv share in none of the rewards,
;n the fields as beasts of burden and are denied
conditions. I ask you, gringo. Can you give my
ead, whom you murdered”
land back?
11t on the blood, the sweat, snd shattered hopes of
, Indiars, Mexicans . . RO
in Yearcings subtitled "Identity,' the essay by

s, "The Chicanns Search for dentity," focuses on a

Q <3
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comparat ive anthroéolugica: analysis of the concept of "identity" for
Anglo-Americans and Chicanos. He motes that the former lack spiritual
identity, since their society is ruled by conformity and is materially
oriented. 1In his.words:

“"In the United States of America, . . . cultural traditions, in a
strict sense, do not exist. The only behavioral demand American
society makes on the individual citizen 15 conformity to the life pat-
tern of the Anglo majority. And it is at this point where the 1aent1ty~
crises of members of minority groups have been provoked. . . . The
purely materialistic ambition of the pioneer survives in contemporary

Anglo thinking . . . ."!?

»

On the other hand, the Chicano does not conceive of culture as the
pursuit of material happineas, and Contredas concludes that "The

tragedy of the Anglo-American's lack of identity is final, while the

wl3

Chicano's loss of cultural identity is only temporary. His essay

ends on a proud note, "Although the Chicano knows that the body has to
be fed, housed, and clothed, herfeels his identity with the spirit and

declares with pride: Por mi raza habla el eapfritu!"lb

Variations on the theme of Chicano pride and individual or social
identity are also evident in the poetry of James Perez and in Homer
Barrera's short essay, "Mexican-American Is," some of which follows:
YMexican~American Is: .

Peisona non grata in the WASP neighborhoods in spite of being

white, . . .

S A I D D D R S L A

"Mexican~American is SHARING:

38 \
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race with the Anglo-Saxon
Sut not a welcomed place .
discrimination with the blacks
but not their rebelliousnegs
stoicism with the .Jews ' ‘
but not their power
religion with the Catholics
but not their hierarchy
isolation with the . Eskimos ] :
but not cheir quiet bliss
oblivion with the Indians
but not their federal patronage
cultural pride with the Orientals

but not their deteérmination.

"But far more importantly, Mexican-Ameri. .n is being infinitely
more belut}ful than any hostile or violent ;nvironment will allow you
to believe you are and knowing that someday the anguish will be
acknowledged with Jjustice because, above all, Mexican-Americans are the
PEACE!"1S

brothers of peace!

The flaws in the educational system,” one of the first problems

challenging the young Chicano in his search for identity, are elicited
by Vince Villagran in "The Death of Miss Jonel."16 Appalled by the
inadequacy of the methods used in teachtﬁg Mexican children, a young
instructor tries to institute some reforms, but is thwarted in her

efforts by an apathetic administration. The same subject is cre&ted by

Q 557

Juan Garcfa in "Time Changes’Things,”17 which de

; dren being taught in English--a lfnguage they d

teachers w?%‘know no Spanish, 7This leads to be‘

by the students, who are then herded into classe

retarded. Criticism of the educational system
seen often in Chicano essays and fiction.

The editorial guidelines for the compilati

are stated by Luis Omar Salinaa and Lillian P.d»

"The poets, fiction writers, ari elllyi;tl

this text have one thing in common:

they'are ch

Chtcunilno. both as a politicll stance and as a

the reader will discover within the framework of
whole spectrum of attitudes, from unrelenting po
placid praise for a Chicana lover.

"The two-part organization of the book sugge

s 1 .

Part I, My Revolution, prenedts literature that
political statement. . . .

"Part II, My House, presents literature that
personal statement. Sometimes the gtatement desc
barric; sometimes it deals with the experiencea o

world; sometimes it celebrates Chicano beauty; am
-patn or happiness that transcends the ethnic."18 |

In a comment on the writing experience of the auti
From the Barrio, Salinas and Faderman concur: "A‘
literature a n;w voice--the Chicano v;tce-- ich %

readers and critics for far too,long."19 i
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Juan Garcfa in "Time Changes Thlngs,"17 which describes Mexican chil-

" dreu being taught in English--a language they do not mzater--by

teachers who know no Spanish., This leads to below-average performances

-

by the students, who are then herded into clasaes for the mentally
retarded, Criticism of the educational aystem 1h‘the United Statea is 5
seen ofterr in Chicano essays and fiction. .
The editorial guidelines for the compilation of From the Barrio
are stated by Luis Omar:Salinas and Lillian Faderman, in ita Foreword:
"Thei'poeta, fiction writera, and eaaayiata who.ﬂre collected in

thia text have one thing in common: they are Chicanoa concerned with

Chicaniamo, both aa a political atance and aa a life atyle. fHovever,

. — C g - :
i

th? reader will diacover within the framework of that common concern a

" whole apectrum of attitudea, from unrelenting political millkancy to

placid praiae for ; Chicana lover,.
"The two-part organization of the book auggeata the apeétrum:
Part I, My Revolution, preaents literature that aeeks to mlkL a
political statement, . . , . ‘ \
"Part II, My Houae, presenta literature that seeka to make a
peraonal atatement, Sometim?a the atatement deacribea 1ife in the
barrio; sometimes it deals with the experiencea of mixing in an Anglo
world; sometimes it celebratea Chicano beauty; and often it exp;easza
pain or happineaa that t;anscendl the ethnic."18
In a comment on the writing exp?rlence of the authora Tepreaented in
From the Ba;rlo, Salinas and Faderman concur: "All of them bring to ( -
literature a new voice--the Chicano voice--which has ﬁéen neglected by

readera and critica for far too long."19
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;e choice of selections for Part I, "My Revolution," varies from
an oblect ive account of the plight of the Mexican-American'field
worker, hy Armando Rendén, te the bitter snd sometimes defiant poetry
of Omar Salinas. Put even the realistic appraisal of Rehddn {n his
essay, "How Much Longer . . . The Long Road”?,' becomes a plea for
mexcy, which 1s implicit in {its title and explicit in part of the text:

"How much longer this long road for the migrant farm worker? How
many more the years of kneeling and picking down the rows of tomatoes
or strawberries, of bending to thé short-handle hoe, of being cheated
out of a fair day's wage for a fair day's work, of camping on & river
bank or renting a brokea-down shack, of pulling your children out of
schopl before they ger a chance to really learn or even make a
friend‘:‘"20
Touching upon the seme theme, we hear the threatening chant of Salinas
in his poem, "Mestizo":

"In the fields

and in the barrios
our

Mestizos
are fed up with conditions/
and wve believe
in our man from Delano

tésar Chivez
because the rich man
hss put us down

for many vesrs/

$0 when you hear Huelga

watch it
[ ' 21
cause we're on our way/

In the firat part of From the Barrio, f{

two short stories. The first, '"The Legend o
Anfrico Paredes, is based on the life of a
tice in his own hands to revenge his brother’
killed by the police.22 The stoxy takes a
confrontation between the hero and his Anglo
containa a satire on the American judicial sy
story, "'And Man Was Made WORD': Chicano Gen
Herrera, vividly depicts the polarity of the.
boy trying to deliver pspers is frightened {
bullies his own age, who monopolize the paper
with an ironic twist when the boy, scared and
to face his mother's epithets against his "1
of the editors, he is learning "to define th(
enemy without."24

The Introduction to the second part of
accurate description of its contents, and ag*
in part, the editors' infent:

"The selections in Part II, My House, if
search for self-definition, for a definition
;nce and of his culture, and for an identity.

part look either inward, at their {mmediate e

coliective past in the United States, and out

42
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so when vou hear Hielga .
watch it

' ' 21

cause we're on our way/

In the f{rst part of From the Barrio, fiction is represented by
two short stories. The first, "The Legend of Gregorio Cortéz," by
Amfrico Paredes, is based on the life of a Mexican hero who takes jus-
tice i{n lls own hands to revenge his brother, who had been unlawfully

22 The story takes a Menicheistic approach to the

killed by the police.
confrontation between the hero and his Anglo-Amerlcnn}purluerl, and
contains & satixe on the American judicial system. Th; second short
story, "'And Man Was Made WORD': Chicano Genesis,'" by Alfredo Otero y
Herrera, vividly depicta the polarity of the environment as & Chicano
boy trying to deliver papers is frightened into submission by Anglo
bullies his own age, who monopolize the paper route. The story ends
with an ironic twist when the boy, scared and ashamed, runs home only
to face his mother's epithets against his "llzlnell."23 In the words
of the editors, he is learning 'to define the enemy within and the
enewy wlthout."24

The Introduction to the second part of From the Barrio gives sn
accurate description of its contents, and again it seems best to quote,
in part, the editors' intent:

""The selections in Pa£t 11, My House, illustrate the Chicano's
search for self-definition, for a definition of his cowmunity experi-
ence and of his culture, and for an identity. . . . The writers of this

part look either inward, at their {mmediate surroundings, or at their

collective past in the United States, and out of this material they
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create s yroup identity. ., . . But rost frequently, the writers of this
part are concerned with the immediacy of the Chicano experience--with
what it means to live Chicano in the lnited States, now., And out of
this concern come new voices in l!iterature. . . . Chicano identity 1is
defined by each brush with the Anglo, which serves to intensify a sense
of separateness and bitterness as well as Chicano unity . . ., . It is
defined by the struggle against the shame which is treacherously
implanted in the Chicano child . . . and by a victory over that shame.
. + « And out of this spectrum of mood and character and situation
comes & cohesive picture of the Chicano experience and of Chicanismo."23

An intimate knowledge of the barrio is reflected in the poetry of
Ben Lura, Enrique Rodrfquez, and José Rendén. The pathetic chant of
the Chicano child is heard in "Roberto en Kindergarten" by lLeonardo
Adané:

"They say vou do not understand
that you are quiet.

They do not hear

vour mother at 5:00 in the morning
hum the warm snng of flour tortillas,
or the grinding stsrter motor
of the '42 Ford pick-up
in whose bed you've llept."26
The snme}pathon is heard in Luis Omar Salinas' poem, "In & Farmhouse':
"I @lde two dollars and
thﬁrty cents today
1 am eight years old
13

O

IC
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and I wonder -
how the rest of the Mestizos
do not go hungry
and if one were to die
of hunger
what an odd way
to leave for huven."27
The last selections in From the Barrio are
also deal with Mexican youth. The educational
child are posed anew in an excerpt from Chicano
In Amado Muro's "Cecilia Rosas,” the Chicano ld‘
Mexican boy's struggie and bitter triumph over
inferiority in competition with an Anglo.29
Other Chicano anthologies, such as The Chig

32 rely heavily on essays relating to hlb

Voices,
cal aspecta, with little or no fiction, poetry
Chicanos33 is divided into tﬁo parts in which t
and creative literature are equally represented.
and The Chicanos contain excerpts of the novel,
by Rsymond Barrios, the most poignant Chiceno n
the best declamations for the Chicano field wor

~
n35 In all of these an

no se lo tr135 la tierra.
voice is heaqg loudly and clesrly, whether rejoi
Mexican anceltfﬁ or Chicano identity, or raging

proposing reforms,

i

1
|
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and T wonder
how the rest of the Mestizos
do not go hungry
and if one were to die
of hunger
what an odd way
to leave for henven."i7

The last, selections in From the, Barrio are short stories which
aiso deal wtth Mexican youth. The educational problems of the Chicano
child are¢ boued n;ew in an excerpt from Chigano by ﬁichard V‘squez.28
In Amado Muro's "Ceciliu Rosas," the Chicano identity is defined by a
Mextc;n boy's struggle and bitter triumph over his feelings of

inferiority in competition with an Anglo,29

Other Chicano anthologies, such as The Chicnnon,30 A:tlﬁn,zl and
32

Voices, rely heavily on esaays relating to historical and sociologi-~
cal aspects, with little or o fiction, poetry or drama, We Are

.
Chicanos?? is divided into two parts in which the sociological essay

and creative literature are equally represented. Both We Are Chicanos

and The Chicanos contain excerpts of the novel,‘The Plum Plum Pickers,

by Raymond Barrios, the most poignant Chiceno novel and perhaps one of
the best declamations for the Chicano field worker.3% 1Its counterpart
is found in the short stories of Tomas Rivera, and more pointedly in "Y

no se lo tragd la tierra."35

In all of these anthologies, the Chicano
voice i8s heard loudly and clearly, whether rejoicing in the pride of
Mexican ancestry or Chicano identity, or raging in protest and -

proposing reforms.
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rf the Chicano journals that have sprung up in the last few years,

36

El Grito offers more latitude in its contents and has national circu=-

lation. Aztldn’’ focuses more on the sociological scope of the Chicano

38

problems, while La Raza”" and Regenerac16n39 are more politically

oriented. Moreover, La Raza emphasizes the role of the woman in the
Chicano community, where she is becoming increasingly active.

40

Mlgazfn, with a format similar to the last two mentioned, includes

graphic illustrations. The Revista Chicano-RiQueﬁi,AI recently

launched at Indiana University by Nicolas Kanellos and Luis DiAvila, is
another outlet for the diffusion of Chicano literature.

In conciusion, it seems appropriate to quote from Herminio Rfos’

8. The words of R{on aptly represent the Chicano atti~
-

Preface to Vol
tude that is prgducing "the literary outcry."

""To be swallowed by a shark while swimming in shark infested waters
lies within the normal course of human events. To be swallowed by a
‘shark without a heroic struggle would be purely a figment of someone's
fertilely biased imagination and a complete negation of the determined
struggle of Numancia before succumbing to Escipién Emiliano’s Roman
legions in 133 B.C., and a2 denial of the heroic death struggle of
Tenochtitldn before falling to Cortés in 15212, To be in the belly of
the shark without tearing }tn guts out wouldl§§\another deleterious
aberration of Man's history, and, indeed, of H&nxyery essence, , ., . We
are in the belly of the shark, and the question of\hhether or not to
gut the shark is s&cademic. It is clearly a gquestion ofvﬁethod. For

the time being, the shark is being effectively gutted by militant

non-violence waged at an untouchable moral plane, and by the surgically

precise mental scalpels of Chicanos who are

of the cultural mystique; by Chicanos who, v
incisive cuts, are expertly dissecting the s¢
American social science; and by Chicanos who!

the sociology of the Mexican American. . . o]
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precise mental scalpels of Chicanos who are peeling away the thin veils
of the cultural mystique; by Chicanos who, with penetrating probes and
incisive cuts, are expertly dissecting the sacred cows of Anglo

American social science; and by Chicanos who are brilliantly rewriting

the sociology of the Mexican American. . 42
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Chicano literature is born from the encounte}

traditions, the Hispanic and the American. In th¢

. ‘\ bolic motifs in Bernabe: A Drama of Modern Chican

Valdez and Chicanos: The Living and the Dead® by

represent both a search of social and Personal id

kinds of symbols that they carry with their chara

\ of the Aztecs ;nd the present, represented by Ru

N\ valdez uses as the historical framework for

SYMBOLIC MOTIFS IN TWO CHICANO DRAMAS K;Le: rituals, the offering of a human heart to t

1A\ rder to introduce to us the history obeernnb

1d10€\" who asks the Sun for the body of his daug

by ' is tlu\ﬂ\ted, then tempted by the Moon, who appears

prot;ct his sistér, the Earth. When the Moon as

Pedro Braveo-Elizondo Earth to Bernabe, the Sun makes the Earth a virgil
University of Wisconsin - Whitewater sacrifice of Bernabe.

Whitewater, Wisconsin ’ . v It is interesting to examine the characteriz

Bernabe 18 not only the protagonist of the story."

the Aztecs, physically and spiritually. The Sun

"Once there were men like you Bernabe--de tus mil'

sangre. They loved La Tierra and honored her pad

- These wen were mis hijos. They plerced the human

into the stars and found the hungry fire that eat

saw what only & loco can understand: that life i

' _ 1ife" (373). :

i Bernabe accepts his sacrifice at the hands~0{

'f[(/‘ ﬂk ’lL'K death converts the Earth into & virgin, ready to i

7 o
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Q 549
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

48

Chicano literature is born from the encounter of two cultural

traditions, the Hispanic and the American. In the same way the sym-

bolic motifs in Berrnabe: A Drama of Modern Chicano Hytholggx1 by Luis

Valdez and Chicanos: The Living and the Dead ? by Nepthali de Leon,

represent both & search of social and personalaidentity through two
kinds of symbols that they carry with their char:ftars, the heroic past
of the Aztecs and the present, represented by Ruben Salazar.

valdez uses a8 the historical framework for his piay one of the
Aztec rituals, the offering of a human heart to the god Huitzilopochtli,
in order to introduce to us the history of Bernabe, '"the village
idiot," who asks the Sun for the body of his daughter, the Earth. He
is taunted, then tempted by the Moon, who appears as a ‘ipachuco" to
protect his sister, the Earth. When the Moon asks the Sun to give the
Earth to Bernabe, the Sun makes the Eareh a virgin again through the
sacrifice of Bernabe.

It is interesting ;p examine the characterization in the drama;
Bernabe 15 not only the protagpnist of the story, but a prototype of
the Aztecs, physically and spiritually. The Sun describes him thusly:
Once there were men like you Bernabe--de tus mismos ojos, tu piel, tu
sangre. They loved La Tierra and honored her pidre above all else.
These men were mis hijos. They pierced the human brain and plunged
into the stars and found the hungry fire that eats of 1Ese1f. They
saw what only a loco can understand: thaﬁ life is deaﬁh, and death is
1ife' (373).

Bernabe accepts his sacrifice at the hands of the Sun and his

death converts the Earth into a virgin, ready to procreate and to offer
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happiness to those such as Bernabe, who do not exploit her but rather
love her. When Bernabe is reborn in the "here after' he recovers his
beillience and his appearance has changed. He now 1is wearing an Indian
cape that the Moon put on him. As a musical baékground for the
sscrifice he hears drums and flutes, typical pztec instrutments.

La Tierra appears as a beautiful soldier with cartridge belts
reminding us of the element with most human and social content of the
Mexican Revolution: the woman, the Adelita. She declares to Bernabe,
in a cunning and provocative way:

I'm La Tierra. Because

"M{rame hombre--look at me. Do you want me?

if you do, TI'll be your mujer. (Bernabe reaches out to embrace her.)

Not so fast pelado! I'm not Consuelo (the prostitute), you know.
You'll have to fight to get me. Que no sabes nada? Men have killed
each other fighting over me' (368-69).

His father, the Sun, describes her in the following manner:
She has even

"Do you hear me, Bernabe. She has been married before.

been raped! Many times. Look at her--this is La Tierra who has been
many thing- to all men. Madre, prostituta, mujer" (372).
l The Earth is the goddess Cihuacoatl, "la Chingada," one of the
Mexican representationa of Matern1Cy.3

The characterization given by the Sun carriesvthc triple mearing
of a mother for the poor whom she feeds and sustains when they w;rk
her; a prostitute for those with money and power buying and exploiting
her and a woman to those like Emiliano Zapata, who fought to possess
As Bernabe

her and to make her a synonym for liberty and happiness.

says to the Sun;

a
1\

"In tdwn people even 3ay I am crazy. But I 4
has done wrong to La Tierra, it has not been

the men with money and power' (372).

The Moon, broch;r of the Earth, dresses
style, wicﬁ zoot suit, hat with feather,lmultf
chain and obviously symbolizes those that rebe
and challenged it in their gwn way, ushering
struggle for justice and human rights.

Finally we have the Sun, the Aztec Sun Goy
"The Sun rises in the guise of Tonatiuh the Ag
disk rises above the mountains; it turnas to r{
golden feathered headdress' (370).

The god Huitzilopochtli, protector of the:
a young warrior who each day was reborn. Man
the food of the éodu, "chalchiuath" or precioui

blood. For the Aztecs, the people of the Sunm,

offer their blood and their hearts to the Sun
obligation and & privilege. This is.the privi‘
Bernabe, who dies to revive and fertilize the
it in this mainer: ™I am the beginning and the
Believe in me, and you shall never die" (373-74
The idea of a continuous cycle of life, rd
of the Chica;o, is one of the main themes in t\

tion of reality, indispensable to any poétic weo

present a combative and artistic message with
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"In town people even say I am crazy. But I do know that if somebody
has done wrong to La Tierra, it has not been the pobrt.-s.x It has been
the men with money and power' (372),
The Moon, bfother of the Earth, dresses like a "pachuco' 1945
style, with zoot suit, hat with feather, multisoled shoes, and small
chain and obvinusly symbolizes thnse that rebeiled against the system
and chalienged it in their own way, ushering in a new period in the
struggle for justice and human rights.
* Finally we have the Sun, %he Aztec Sun God: . AN
"The Sun rifps in the guise of Tonatiuh the Aztec Sun God. A golden \\\

disk rises above the mountains; it turns to reveal a bearded face in a

The god Huitzilopochtli, protector of the Aztecs, was the Sun God,
a young warrior who each day was reborn. Man had tc nourish him with
the food of the gods, ''chalchiuath" or precious liquid; that is, human

~.

blood. For the Réﬁecs, the people of the Sum, to capture prisoners and

offer their blood and their hearts to the Sun was at the same time an
obligation and a privilege., This is the pfivilege that is promised to
Bernabe, who dies to revive and fertilize the Earth. The Sun expresses
it in this manner: "I am the beginning and the end of all things.
Believe in me, and you shall never die" (373-74).

The idea of a continuous cycle of life, representing the rebirth

of the Chicano, is one of the main themes in this play. The transposji-

tion of reality, indispensable to any poetic work, permits Valdez to

prgsént a combative and artistic message with a protagonist touched by
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the divinity and the madness and an atmosphere that recreates the
cultural baggage of the Mexican-American,.

xepchalf de Leén, in Chicanos, is quite explicit in his
presentations as a ChtcaQP writer:
"A writer must be the ccuscience of the day's abuses. Whereas there
are many kinds of writers, Chicano writefé have one thing in commoy.
We do not remain silent; nor do we accept. We protest the injustigls
of our times™ (10). -
1Ledn has selected two contemporary historical figures to establish a

social and political contrast or counterpoint, Ernesto_"Che“ Guevara

and Manuel:® "a character based/ on the life and death/ of Rubén

N .
H .

Sllazar"& (46).

The symbolic mot 1fs that both ‘characters represent are clear and
defined, as much so in the presentation that the author makes through
each of them as in the action that befits thém in the development of

the drama.

. \

N . "Che is defined as the militant revolutionary who believes in force and
tnsurgence. Manuel, doesn t believe in violence nor hatred, but in per-
ve convict . his son, Roberto, according to him will not hate

the wrxngo, byt will repay eﬁil with goodness, ‘but he will also tell

him that he K ,doing wrong!'" (69).
This cuunterpoint between "Che'" and Manuel is passed down to the

youhg Chicanos Roberto, Rosendo, Juan, Carmen, Mary Jo, Norma and Pete

»

~. and later Dolores. The group is div;Jed between theag two positions;\\

in addition, they strongly criticize their brathers and sisters who
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tend to reject the help that some anglos 1eni;;h

demands. Roberto says:

“In fact, they make (the anglos) themselves unc
when they come over to our side. How many comfo
sticking their necks out as some*’anglos do?" (77)

Dolorea‘prrsenta another angles or point of ‘
“All we do is talk about hate, about killing the‘
system, snd crap like that. But do we ever t.lki
selves? Do we ever give encouragement toﬂth000'.
educate themselves?" (81).

The symbollc.motlfl presented through the 1
characters of '"Che" and Man ‘el develop and vlde;~
p;tion of the secondary characters, and the autho
imposing a final solﬁtlon on us: "for each perse
her own way to carry om the battle for>our anvlf

The symbolic motif emphlalzea‘deflﬁed posit
gforementiongd work;.instilla greater dramatic co
make the!theme of liberation more xeal. It carr
imsge to the cause of the underdogs. The ltrug;i
dominating system is polarized between the ‘pen”
and ''Che,'" Francisco Madero's fdealism and the co
as that of Emiliano Zapata. Manuel's son, Robert
does not sccept for oﬁe momeﬁt the idea of return
violence, as he makes clear to‘hls'frléndaz "No;

kill, but it is right to defend vourself and thos
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tend to reject the help that some anglos lend them in their rallies and
demands. Roberto says:
"In fnct.'they make (the anglos) themselves uncomfortable and unpopular
when they come over to our side. How many comfortahle Chicanos are
sticking their necks out as some anglos do?" (77).

Dolores presents another angle or point of view to the discussion:
1"A11 we do is talk about hate, about killing the Gringo destroying the

system, and crap like that. But do we ever talk about bettering our-

selves? Do we ever give encouragement to those that are trying to
educate themselves?' (81).

Tﬁe symbolic motifs presented through the intervention of the
characters of "Che" and Manuel develop and widen through the partici-
pation of the secondary characters, and the author refrains from
imposing a final solution on us: "for each person must construe his or
her own way to carry on the battle for our salvation” (12).

The symbolic motif emphasizes defined positions in the
aforementioned work, instills greater dramatic content and tends to
make the theme of iLibevation more real. It carries & more universal
image to the cause of the underdogs. The struggle against the
dominating system is polarized between the "pen" and the "sword," Manuel
and "Che," Francisco Madero's idealism and the combative attitude such
as that of Emiliano Zapata. Manuel's son, Roberto, like his father
does not accept for one moment the idea of returﬁing violence with
“No.

viclence, as he makes clear to his friends: It is not right to

kiil, but it is right to defend yourself and those you love' (87).
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“he syubolic metif ia jernahe fs that the Chicano has regsined
1ignitv and pride in his history, culture, and rsce. Iu Chicsnos the
symbolic morif polarizes the conflicting currents thst are found in
everv socisl movement, bhe it Chicano, %lsck, or Indian, Whst de Ledn
wishes to highlight is criticism not only o. ‘he system, but also of
those who constitute s moverent. His symbolic motifs sre new men, new
heroes.

Vsldez exsmines the contemporary reality of the Chicano by mining
the vein of mythology. 7The Azteca-Chichimecss begsn their migration in
search of 8 promised land in which to creste s new life, as ordaines by
their god, Huitzilopochtli, Rernsbe undertskes a sesrch for s new life
snd unifies his body snd soul with his sacrifice. Just as Chicsno
literature springs from the union of two cultursl trsditions to arrive
at 8 synthesis ,f literary expression, 30 the two studied wovks look to
fix the roots of their coatent in the sources that feed the search for
2 socisl snd human identity+ the sboriginal inheritance snd the new
symbols that embody socisl change.

The use of these symbols on the dramatic situstion concentrate with
grest intensity, thought and meaning, since the sudience knows the out-
line of. the plot through the heroic past in Bernsbe ér the nesr present
in Chicsnos.

The symbols used by both authors sre converted to a mode of
perception by which Chicsnos make order out of chsos, make sense out of
the manifold diversity existiﬁg in the system {n which they live. The

symholic motifs hélp to explain the world and develop sn att{tude toward

life,

V1
N

FOOTNOTES

Luis Vsldez, Bernabe: A Drsma of Mode

Aztlsn: An Anthology of Mexicsn Ameriec

Luis Valdez snd Stsn Steiner (New York,

Nephtalf de Leéh, Chicsnos: The Livlg‘

(Denver, 1972), pp. 43-89,

See Octsvio Paz, "The Sons of La Hlllne‘

Solitude (New York, 1961).

.

See "The Nstionsl Chicsno Morstorium a

Sslazsr," in The Chicanos: Mexicsn Ame

Ed Ludwig snd Jsmes Santibafiez (Beltim
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The rediscovery of the Mexican Americsa cel
mostly cencentrated in stwdies of the Sowthwest:
tursl foetprimts of the Mexican American im the
preserved sad studied, especially while we are s
the time peried whem the area begam te be popul g
ephemeral nsture of many of these cultural vest ;
now,

From as early &¢ 1907, when the first Mexi
seasonsl lsberers im the Chicago rulyua.l the
the ilntcn Americam migrant begam te scceameda
rigors eof the weather and the heavy industry ia .
industrial beem that accompanied snd follewed
to emter the Midwest im censiderable numbers, r
markets of the Southwest te cemstruct railreads, |
tend the beet sugar fields, and later build aw

According te Amfrice Paredes, the "Little
in large urbam aress, like those ia the Midwest, f
cally three kimds of newcomers: 1) migramts fr
regions of the Southwest, 2) ex-braceres who gm
for the mere atable factory work, and 3) political
children who left Mexico during the m.htlon.’ .
did net make fer s homogeneic community aer pr
ture, np«:;nlly while experiencing the trawms of
graphic srea to anether. Thus, the literatwre t :

membars of these Mexicem eaclaves was of mecessi
i

mirroring the 1ife of the educated, middle and wpy
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The rediacovery of the Mexican American cultural psat has beea
wostly cencentrated in atwiier of the Sowthwest to date. But the cul-
tural foetpriata of the Mexican American in the Midweat must alas be
preaerved and atwdied, sapecially while we ﬁc atill rather clese to
the time perisd whem the area began te be populated by Mexicama. The
ephemeral nature of many of theaa cultural veatigea demaada that we act
now,

Trom aa early as 1907, when the first Mexicama were employed aa
sesaonal laberera im the Chicago nuylrdl,l the Mexican immigramt and
the Mexican Americem migraat begaa te accemmedate themselvea to the
rigora of the weather and the heavy imdustry 1- the Midweat. With the
industrial beem that accompanied and followed Werld War I, they begaa
to emter the Midweat im cenaiderable wld.!l, recruited from the labor
marketa of the Southweat te cemstruct railresda, wan the ateel milla,
tend the beet augar fielda, and later build sutomebilea.?

. According te Américe Paredea, the "Little Mexicos" that developed
in large urban areas, like :ho‘.nv in the Midwest, were made up of basi~
cally three kinda of newcomers: 1) migrants frqu the rural Eispanic
regions ef the Southweat, 2) ex-braceres who gave up work im the fielda
for the wore atable factory work, and 3) political refugeea and their
childrem who left Mexico during the lnvolul:m-.3 Suc;'i & cresa-aectiea
did not make feor a homogeneic comsumity mer produce a womolithic cwl-
ture, npcci.ally while experiencing the trawms of moving frem ome geo-
graphic area to anether. Th@l. the literature that was prodwced by the
membera of theae Mexicam eaclavea was of meceaaity varied and rich,

mirroring the life of the aducated, middle and upper classea, om the
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one hand, :ud the 1ife of the common laborer and former country dweller
on the other. The approsch to such a diverse core of written ud‘sral
traditiom requires, at least, some practical guidelines and orientation
Bow cam the literary documeuts of Ntxicﬁu and Mexican-Americans in the
Midwest that were Produced from twenty to fifty years ago be located?
A literary profile of the Mexican colomy of East Chicago, Indiana,
from 1520 through 1950, presents & microcosm of the preblem and porh;pl
practical avenues of investigatiom in other areas as well, Zast
Chicago, from the 20's on, attracted settlement by each of the three
groups that Paredes ideatified: migrants from the Southwest, ex-
braceres from Mexice, and political refugees from the Mexicem Revolu-
tion. In psrticular, the economic security that they derived from the
fast-growing steel imdustry along Lake Michigan vas & prime motivation
for settlemeat in the area. By 1930, almost 10 percent of East
Chicage's population was made up of Mexicaus, With over a 30 percemt
ceacentration of Mexicans in its Indisna Harbor uctiou.‘ Although the
majority of the Mexican community consisted of laborers, many of whom
had come from a rural setting, intellectuals asd professional people
were also represemtad im comsiderahle numbers. Political amd religious
refugees from tha Revolution, these intellectuals, now underemployed as
msnual laborers, led the community in preserving its cultural and reli-
glous identity im what tbtylidentifud as "exile." Three imstituticas
stoed ocut historically in offering guidsmce and ptotcction' for that
the mutualist society, the Church, and the press.

culture in exile:

Rach one, relating exclusively to the Mexican community, helped to

create an alternative sad self-sufficiemt ¢
as an island or enclave within the larger seci
The mutualist society as sa isstitwtieas
same manner from the very begimming of Mexicam
In the early days, East Chicago counted as ‘
eties which attempted te ssrve the varieus seci
political aeeds °f. {:ho Mexican cemmwnity.
Azul Mexicama, Sociedad Bemito Jufres, Cirewle
“Sam José," Sociedsd Catélica Mexicama, Sec
Moreles, Centro México, snd Seciedad Nidalga,’
with Mexice while also establishing relatiems ‘
agencies, charitable organisatisss, asd chureh
of preserving the Mexicam culture im exile, /t ‘
activities which were of a literary mature.
Amosg the most active of the organiszat
Cfrculo de Obreres Catélicos "San Jesé," which
1925, for the express purposes of raising £ y
a church, prometing the wiifare of fellow MNem
education of their childrem, raising fumds fer.
wholesome forms of recreatien for the members.
groups, the C{rculo arranged socials at which
writers &5 well as that of such moted poets as
Urbina was recited., Theatrical productiems, &
were also spousored by the Cfrculo. Mest met .

perspective, was the formation of the Cuadro

" tion of the newspaper, X1 mmigo del hegar, fr
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create an alternative and self-sufficient commumity that could subsist

jn;/un island or enclave within the larger society.

The sutualist lccuéy as an imstitutiom has functiomed much in the
same mamner from the very beginaing of Mexicen settlement in the area.
In the early days, Bast Chicago counted as mamy &4 eleves such soci-
eties which attempted te serve the varieus social, religiows, and
pout.icnl needs of f.hc Mexican comm ut.y-. Under such names as Crus
Asul Mexicana, Sociedad Benito Ju‘rel, C{rculo de Obreros Catélices
“San José," Sociedsd Catélica Mexicama, Socieded Cwavhtemoc, Seciedsd
Moreles, Centro l‘xlco. sad Seciedad lmig-.s. they kept alivé the tiee
vith Mexico while also establishing velatiemships with goversmeamtal
agencies, charitable orgamizatioms, and church ltoun.‘ In their rele
of prru‘crvin; the Mexican culture im exile, they sponsered many cultural
activities which were of & literary matwre.

Among the most sctive of the organizatioms of the time was the
Cfreulo de Obreres Catélicos “San José," which was foundéd on April 12,
1925, for the express purposes “o! raising funds fer the comstruction of
a church, prometing the welfare of fellow Mexicaas and werking fer the
education of their childrem, raisimg fumds for a library, and providiag
wholesome forms of recreatien for the nﬂou.7 Like many of the other
growps, the Cfrculo arranged socials at which the poetry of local
writers as well as that of such moted poets as Amedo Mervo and Luis G.
Urbina was recited., Theatrical productiems, a library, and a newspaper
were also sponsored by the C{rculo. Most metewerthy, from our presemt
perspective, was the formation of the Cusdro Dramatico aod the publica-

tion of the newspaper, K1 amigo del hegar, frem 1925 to !.930.8
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Accordiag to the newspaper, the Cuadro Drematico produced nine plays
duxing the period from March, 1927, to May, 1928.% These types of cul-
tural activities gould bear important fruit for consideration: theatre
manuscripts, receipts, and lists of performsnces; literary prose and
poetry from the newspaper; and manuscripts from local authors as well
as valuable editions of work printed in Mexico from the cfrculo's
library.

While the full-run of X} amigo del hogar has been salvaged and
-h:rofu-d',w the library and the literary manuscripts have not as yet
been located. Moreover, the newspaper leads us to believe that similar
rc;ourcel may have been produced by the other societies, also. It must
be Temembered, however, that the membership of any individual society
was not likely to represeat a true crou-uctl&n of the Mexican com-
munity. In fact, the organizers of groups like the Circulo de Obreros
Catélicos "San José," as described by Spencer Leitmanm:
“may have been too elitist for the common laborer amd toe Mexico
‘ A . In addition, resi~
dential proximity to their Mexican Americam 'compatriots' presemted
problems. The staff failed to take imte cousideration the class, edu-
cation, and regiomsl differences existing within the Mexicam American
commmity. Two years after the newspaper's start, the staff was still
surprized and pained at the distance between themselves and the Mexican
Americans,"ll v

It becowmes apparent then that the societies and their publications

meYy pot assist us tremendously in collecthg literary documents relevant

to the sector of the communi.y represemted by ex-braceros and Mexican-

-
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American migrants. Their expression, probably the
all, cen to some exteat still be collected frem otl‘
Chicago in the form of legemds like that of "La LI ;
Avcm.“lz songs, riddles, tales, amd ethnic j*;l
calé.

An imstitution that did cut acresa the beundar
Our Lady

comstructed by amd for Indiana Narbor's Mexican cel

Mexican groups, however, was the Church.

remains te this date the cemtral imstitstiem im tbc‘
nity. Not emly the Tepresentatiom of their uﬂolt.
the mystical symbel of their matiesality, this ¢ A
patrom saint of Mexice, came te be the largest and o
reminder of Mexicam idemtity. The Our Lady of
important erganizisg reles im cemmwnity and religied
ing sermens im the Spanish lasguage media, sad ster
which testify to the community's labers im the churd
iike Reverend Joc‘ Lara directed religiows plays 1
de la Virgea," coerdinated jemaicas amd bassars, a
small college at the church. Play wsmuscripts sod
were stered for & loug time im the chmrch's attic}
destroyed juet pricr to our gaiming access to the at
church's files.

By far the most valuable institutiea }cr prese ’
permanent record of the culture is the press. Ia

Mexican settlemeat in Rast Chicage there seems to |

eration of periedicals. [l amigo del hgﬂJ has pre
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, the Cuadro Dramatico produced nine plays
ch, 1927, to May, 1928.9 These types of cul-
impertaat fruit for consideratiom: theatre
“lists of performences; literary prose and
snd wanuscripts from local authors as well

rk printed in Mexico from the cfrculo's

1 21 amigo del hogar has been salvaged and
awd the ucoury‘unulcripu have not as yet
the newspapen lesds us to believe that similar
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American migrants. Their expression, probably the most ephimeral of
all, cen to some extent still be collected frem oral traditiom in East
Chicago in the form of legemds like that of "La Lleroma de Cline

Avu-c,"u songs, riddles, tales, amd ethnic jskes oftem articulated in

An imstitution that did cut across the. beundaries of the diverse
Mexican sroups, hewever, was the Church. Our Lady of Guadalupe Church,
comstructed .by asd for Inlinnn\ Marbor's Mexican celeny, became and
remains to this date the central imstitutien im the life of the cemmm-
aity. Not emly the represeatatien of their Cathelic faith, but also
the mystical symbel of their matiemality, this chwrch, ssmed after ;lc
patrom saimt of Mexice, came te be the largest amd most visible

reminder of Mexicsn idemtity. The Our Lady of Guadalupe priests played

qurux;c oxganiaing reles in community amd religieus eveats, publish-

ing sermens in the Spanish langusge media, snd steriag the decwments
which testify te the community's labers im the church files. Priests
like Reverend Joeé Lara directed religious plays like “Las Aparicienes
de la Virgea," coerdinated jamaicas and basasrs, and eves created a
sagll college at the church. Play mssuscripts and other such decuments
were stored for a loug time im the church's attic; however, r.lny were
destroyed just prio¥ to out gaining sccess vto the attic and the
church's files.

By far the most valusble institutien for preserving a more
persapent rccord. of the culture is the press. Ia the early years of
Mexican settlemeat in East Chicage there seeus te have beea l{ prolif-

eration of periodicals. X1 amigo del hegar has preserved a ;u!.th of
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poetry, prose, and essays by writers from Rast Chicago and as far sway
as Lorain, Ohio. From the flowery prose of Framcisco M. Figuerca's
political essays to the satirical sketches of the misadventures of

Pantaleén lhno.u a poor soul wvho represemts the misfortunes of the

‘iﬁxtcﬁ im American seciety, Kl amigo del hogar provided the commmity

net only with an up-~to~date sccount of curremt events iu Mexice and ﬁho
United States, but also the necessary cultural reimfercememts te protect
the Mexicaa fdemtity im exile. Other mewspapers, like La Lus, 1zl

Evengelisty, Ls Chispa, sand La Avispa, althewgh organs of various reli-

-gleus greupe, alse ficerporated -ﬁh cultural material, from historical

essays to peetry. Of p?ruculu- imterest’ 18 the publication of La
Chispa by the Mexices hptl\t Church. During the Depression it was
pepularly believed th\nt the k\\lpqhn were tryimg to attract comverts
from Catholicism with frntodﬂnd and clothing end ether services.l® The
Catholic forces, wunder the l;ndcrlhtp of Reverend José lara, through
their owa publication La Avispa, entered iato a polemic with La Chisps
over this and other matters. Oue of the motable comtributors to 1a
Avispe was the rather well knewn and respected lecal peat, Jeséis
Acevede.

The heir to this tradition todsy is thC' vofy polemic latin Times,
the wary guardies of local politics that was foumded by the children of
the publishers of X1 amige del hegar twemty years “o_ls To be feund
in its columms, for imstance, is as exchsage of satiricel décimas waed
in a debate by two local peets, émldu based ou lecal evemts, and

wuch witty commentary om the uPs amd dewns of the locsl Elfttcoc. One

64

of the major changes, however, f} that the
as much as 50 percemt in English.

The field is still fertile. A good deal ‘
done. The various mewspapers must be lecated
mst be searched, files of churches and mutewa
surveyed, and the surviviag p;rtlclmn in thy
interviewed and taped, if possible. Twe 1
pregress: time and wurban renewal. The leager
likely it is that the luu-n:.n will be destr
forever. The lomger the wait, the mere lihly
will remove the storchouses of the treaswures
Chicago today, the beautiful, victorisa style
e del h

from whom the suthor obtaimed Kl
remeval. Ner attic is full of truaks with
Lady of Guadalupe Church 1is alse due for a mew
lowed the Cfrculo de Obrercs Catélicos' Libre:
another, from howse to trailer in the wake lct
Urban remewal as a political arm has fumcti .
perse ocue of the oldest Latin commmmities fam
fot-htolny probably 40 percent of the pepulat
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A\

of\thc major ehangn.\ however, ia that the mewspaper ia now published
as such sa 50 percemt in Engliah.
The field is atill fertile. A good deal of work remains to be
done. The various mewspapera muat be lecated and microfilmed, attica
msat be aearched, filea of churchea and mutwalist aocietiea must be
aurveyed, and the awrviving participaata ia theae u:uvitu; must be
{nterviewed and taped, if posaible. Twe ememiea are harrassaing our
progresa: time amd wrban reneval. The longer the wait, the mere
likely it ia that the decumenta will be dnt;uyod. miaplaced, or loat
forever. The lomger the wait, the mere lm}y it is that wrban renewsal
will remove the ltonh.oun of the treasurea that are acught. In Rast
Chicage today, the beautiful, victorian atyle heme of Mra. Figweres,
from wvhom the suther ebtained K1 amigo del hegar, ia alated for
removal. HNer attic is full of trumks with mementes frem the psat, Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church ia alae due for a msve. The auther has fol-
lowed the Circulo de Obreros Catdlicos' Library from ome hasd te
another, from house to trafler in the wake left by urban remewal.
Urban renswal as a politiui axm has fuactiomed in Bast Chicago to dia-
perae oue of the oldeat !‘t‘il comsmmitiea im the Midweat, ewe that

forms today probably 40 percent of the pepulatiom of that city.
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FOOTNOTES i 11. See Leitman, "Exile amd Uniom,” p. 52.
12. See Philip Brandt Geerge, "The Chost of Cline

ia the Calwmet,” Imdisma Polklore, 5 (1972), f

13. See Wicolds Xamellos, "Um relsto de Astecs (I

1. Paul 8. Taylor, Mexican Labor in the United States: Chicago and
the Calumet Region (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1932), p. 28.
2. 1vid., p. 277

3. A-c'ucp Parudes, "E1 folklore de los grupos de origen mexicamo em

Chicase-Riguena, 1 (Primavera, 1973), pp. 3-8
14. My infermant in this matter was Mrs. Socorre
los Kstades Wnidos,”" Folklore Americamo, 14 (1966), p. 150, 1
Chicago.

15. Before founding Il smigo del hogar, Nr. and ] ‘
Figueres ram a newspaper im Cuadalajara, Mex

, 4. Taylor, Mexicam Laber, p. 36.

5. Hilario S. Silva, eme of the founders of the Bemito Judrex and
later Secretary of the Unién Benéfica Mexicama, imformed me that
only the Cuswhtemoc and the Benite Juires survived the l;cmut-
amd the Repatriation, but that about 1945 these two secieties
merged to ferm the Unton un«fnu‘nxtcn- which is stili ‘lcr.lvc
today.

6. See Spencer Leitmam, "Exile and Uniem in Indiama Narbor: Les
Obreros Catélices ‘Ssn Jesé' and Rl Amige del Nogsr, 1925-1930,"
Reviata Chicame-Rigqueia, 2 (Iaviermo, 1974), p. 52. »

7. !liut-toc del Cfrculo de Obrercs Catélicos "Sam Jos€* (Imdiana
Rsrbor, 1925), p. 16.

8. The first sixteen issuss of El amigo del hogar are missing; ;h-.,
there may bave been Plays produced by the Cusdro Dramético prior
to March, 1927.

9. $~e my article, "Mexixan Community Theatre in a Midwestern City,"
IATR, 7 (Fall, 1973), pp. 43-8.

10. Micrefilm gopiu of X1 amige del hogsr are possessed by the Rast ' 1

Chicago Public Library and the Indiana University Morthwest Library.
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See Leitman, "Exile and Union," p. 52.
See Philip Brandt Geerge, "The Ghost of Cline Avenue: 'La Lloroma'
{n the Calumet,” Indisma Polklore, 5 (1972), pp. 56-91.

See Wicolds Kamellos, "Um relato de Asteca (Bromeando),” Revista

Chgcm-!g__uc_ln_” » 1 (Primsvera, 1973), pp; 5-0.

My infermant in this matter was Mra. Socorro Prieto of East
Chicago.

Before fowding K1 smigo del hogar, Nr. and Mrs. Framcisco M.

Figuersa ran a newspaper in Cusdalajsra, Mexice. 3
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Although not as publicized as the revolt
Southwest toddy is being swept by a wave of pr
Americans who are belatedly flexing their msc
Cesar Chavez, Rodolfo "Corky" Gousales, Jese
recently; Reies Tijerina, these people are aew |
class citizenship tln.t has been their lot foll
comquest gf New Mexice im 1846.

This paper is concerned with but eme unc'

. the relations between the Amglo-Americans and t!

¥orthern New Mexico in the aftermath ‘Of‘thc
it is in this regior. that the fears, ncjudfcq.
eties that chtruécrlu the conflict im the
became, and remain, apparent on a large scale.
m author's interest in the plight ot‘“{dc :
the ')hxlclrmuénnl dates back to his chil
American Cathelic he was 'thrust imto a rursi
envircoment. As & native of New Orleani he had
“Dago” ptcjudtcc until {m family -ovnd. te the
north of Lake Pout;chnrtnln. There, his teache
lowing the Itale-Kthiopisn War, "'Alvh. why aia
beat those Miggahs?" It was an immediste imvi
WAS? in class to have a ‘o at him durisg recess
tlut‘,cvc- at this early date his imterest ia t
man war srowsed, as he was perceptive eneugh te !
were the only omes who occupied a lower rumg em

Louisians than Itllln-‘urlcani.
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Although not as publicized as the revolt of the Bﬁck-. che
Scuthwest today is being swept by a wave of protests by Hexican~
Americans who are belatedly flexing their muscles. Led Hy wen like
Cesar Chaver, Rodolfo "Corky" Gonxales, Jose Gutierxes ln;l. until
recently, Reies Tijerina, these people are now rejecting the second-
class citizenship that has bezn their lot following the A-;rlcan
conquest of New Mexico im 1346,

This paper is concerned with but one &spect of this phenowsnon--
the relations between the Anglo-Americans and the Mexican-Americana of
¥orthern New Mexico in the aftermath of the American occupatiom. For
it is in this region that the fears, prejudices, tensions, and soxi-
eties that characte.ize the conflict in the Southwest today first
became, and remaiu, apparent on a large scale. “

The author's interest in the plight of depressed peeples such as
the Mexican~Americans dates back to his childhodd when as sn Italisn-
American Catholic he was thrust into a rural Lowisiana Pretestaat
envirooment. As a native of New Orleans he had nevar encountered amti-
“pago! prejudice until his family woved to the town of Abita Sprimgs
north of Lake Pontchartraim. There, his teacher asked him one day fol-
lowing the Italo-Rthiopian War, ™Alvia, why ain't you Dagoes able to
beat those Niggahs?” It was an immediste imvitatien for every little
WASP in class to have a go at him during recess. One censequence '“,‘
that even at this early date his imtereat in r.;c plight of the black
man was aroused, a2 he was perceptive euough to realize that Blacks
were the omly ones who occupied a lower rung om the social ladder in

¥

Louisisns than Italisn-Americans.
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The writer continued to note instances of prejudice for eight
y24rs in the army where he served as an integration officer, And, fol-
lowing his return to Louisians, he was so disturbed by continued condi-
tions of {nequality that he left the state in 1956 and embarked upoa a
teaching career in New Mexico. The writer includes this brief survey
of his earlier background as a means of better enabling the reader to
discern if he, the observer-writer, is able to maintain the degree of
objectivity that forms the razor's edge between scholarly study and
emotional polemic.

From the very beginuing of his stay in New Mexico the author was
shotked by canditions among the masses of Mexic. :-Americans and
Indfans. The bigotry and prejudice directed at them by the Anglos
wqualled chat encountered by Blacks in the South and other parts of the
country. Unforgotten is the time when members of the Mexican-Awerican
track teem which he coached had to travel two-hundred miles thr?u;h west
Texas and eastern New Mexico before thev could find eating and sleeping
accommodations because restaurant and motel owners found excuses not to
feed or bed them, Heither was it possible to ignore the scenes of
grinding poverty and the instances of human misery in the barrios
(ghﬁtton) of Albuquerque and the Agua Pria district of Santa Fe as weil
a8 in the rural regions of San Miguel and Mora counties. ‘

In addition, the author’s historical curiosity was sufficiently
aroused by these scenes of distress to prompt him to employ his disci-
Pline in an effort to relieve that curiosity and answer the questions
that continued to plague him.

Why are cultural cleavages of such an

extreme nature present in the serene gaographic setting that deserves

Q 7’()

s '

to be characterixed by social harmony? What are t
instances of grim social injustice and subsequent
that resulted in such human misery? Can the hiat ‘
concepts and toolu of his craft discover the answe
tions? Finglly. if so, is it possible to gain the
past that is easential to a better understandiag of
of socisl conflict between the Anglo and Mexicea-,

The importance of thes¢ questions is lnlilPCtk
two of particular significance not only to the at
cleavages in New Mexico, but to the basic worth et;
pline, Particularly dees this statement held trwe
attacks being leveled against the discipline by the
who seek only "relevancy,” and by those bch-vinrll‘
inclined to condemn traditional methodology and g
historical analytical technique with emphasis em
ment. Complete acceptance of this "new history® ¢
dehumanization of the discipline.

Therefore, as the decade of the sixties emerg
engrossed in the situstion in New Mexico, both aa a
and historian, and by 1963 became aware of a certa
ning to e;er;e smnng the Mexican~Americans who were
inferiof status that had been imposacd on them simce
occupation.

While he was pleased with this protest movemeal

not help but ask himself further questions. Why ae;

noﬁ until the fifth generation that the nleeﬁin; s
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to be characterixed by social harmony? What are the origins of these
instances of grim social injustice and subssguent economic inequality
that resulted in such human misery? Can the historian employing the
concepts and tools of hia craft dllgovet the answers to these ques-
tions? Pinally, if so, is it poasible to gain the comprehension of the
past that is essential to a better undtrltgndlng of the present problem
of social conflict between the Anglo and Mexican-American?

The importance of these questions is indisputable, with the last
two of particular aignificance not only to the study of the social
cleavages in New Mexico, but to the basic worth of history as a disci-
pline. Particularly dees this statement hold true in the face of the
attacks being leveled againat the discipline by the "new barbarians”
who seek only "relevancy," and by those behavioral scientists who are
inclined to condemn trsditional -nthodolzgy and goals in favor of the
historical snalytical technique with emphasis on quantitative wmeasure-
wment. Complete acceptance of this "new history" can only result in the
dehumanization of the discipline.

Therefore, as the decade of the sixties emerged, the author became
engrossed in the situation in New Mexico, both aa a political activist
and historian, and by 1963 became aware of a certain militancy begin-
ning to emerge smong the Mexican-Americans who were rejecting the
inferior status that had been imposed on them since the Awerican
occupation,

While he was pleased with this protest movement, the writer could
not help but ask himseif further questioms.

Why sc loug? Why was it

not until the fifth generation that the sleeping giant was arouaed?

"y
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Why did it take a full century for the rebellion of the Chicanos to
take place? Aside from the Blacks and Indians, other ethnic groupa had
gained loc;al, economic, and politléll equality by the second or third
generations. It was with these questions in mind that the writer con-
ducted an examination of New Mexican history since the Anglo occupation
which can be summarized as follows.

In 1846 a traditional Mexican-American agrarian society possessed
of & unique cultural heritage was conquered by the Anglo-Americans. In
the years following the conquest the Mexican-American Ricos, who had
dominated the paternalistic society, formed a partnership with the
invaders which enabled them to continue _g:ploltiu the masses. Pedro
Perea, Jose D. Sena, and Miguel Otere, —on\j others, joined with such
sen as Thomas B. Catron, Stephen B. Elkins, and L. Bradford Prince to
form political machines that controlled New Mexico after the Civil War.
One reascn the Mexican-Americans did not break the power of the ruling
class was that they did not possess the educational teols to enable
them to do so. The power elite,: for obvious reasons, was not inter-
ested in providing educational opportunities, and the Federal govern-
wment, which might have furnished support, refused usder pressure to
act. This neglect of sducation continued until the 1960's. Mexican~
American children were forced to attend schools that were segregated on
a de facto basis or, when allowed to share school accommodatioms with
Anglos, were encouraged to drop out as scon as possible. whllg scme
were fortunate enough to attend trade schools, the vast majority were

doomed to remain vnski{lled workers the remainder of their li.vu.1

o T
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that period many rich Anglos sent their sone
Jastitute, founded in 1891 at Rosweli. The R }
fortunate Mexican-Americams, sent their seas t
(high schoosl) while both elitist Mexican-Amerid
their dsughters to Loretto Academy and cther
children of the messes of Mexican-Americans,
attend poorly supported and sometimes segregat
schools whenever the Anglos dominated the ¢

The church under Bishop Jean Baptiste
while it expressed interest in saving souls,
the socio-economic needs of Hexlcmtéyrlcul. ]
constructed, but in ‘;h.,.-illl'tﬂa'fﬂlr;clll distre
avenuea fo‘rr,,‘-'dvucmnt were all but closed te |
nated as the church was b;; a white Fresch and |
who allewed but a comparatively few of the nat
ﬁorewe:. until recently, those Mexican-Ameri
the priesthood or brotherhood, were ‘ltldﬂ of £ ‘
attain a high office.’® If the Church had sh
the meeds of its wembers, quite possibly some
afflict present-day Rew Mexico might have been A

Those problems are many and serious, sowe
Awerican society, others the result of the
on a pative one. Alcoholism is becoming an imc

isaue. Drug addiction is high, and the diet off
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century for the rebellion of the Chicanos to
the Blacks and Indians, other ethnic groups had
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Discriminating educatioh persisted in New Mexico until World War

11 when great numbers of defense workers forced a revision. Before

- that period many rich Anglos sent their soas to the Hew Mexico Military

qu:uts‘&{:mdod in 1891 at Roswell. The Rices, and more financially

fortunate \Mexican-Americans, sent their sens to St, Michael's College
(high lchoo‘i). while both elitist Mexican~Americans and Anglos sent

their daughters to Loretto Academy and other private u:hcml.l.2 The ‘
children of the masaes of Heiicln-hericml. however, were forced to

-

attend poorly supported and sometimes segregated psrochial and public

schools whenever the Anglos dominated the co—unlty.3

The church under BishoD Jean uptute.my and his successcors,
while it expressed interest in saving souls, pzid scant attention to
the socio~economic needs of Mexican-Americeans. Beautiful edifices were
constructed, but in the midst of social distress.

’

avenues for advancement were all but closed to Mexican-Americans, domi-

And in the cleryy,

nated as the church was by a white French and WIC (White Irish) Clergy
who 21lowed but & co-plrltlvely‘ few of thé natives to enter their ranks.
Moreover, until recently, those Mexican-Americans who were admitted to
the priesthood or brotherhood, were seilom offered the opportunity to
attain a high ofﬂce.l'.\‘lff the Church had shown a grelte‘r interest in
the meeds of its mambers, quite possibly some of the problems that
afflict present~day Hew Mexico might have been lvoided.s

Those problems are many and serious, some of thew common to all
Ametican society, others the result of the impact of an alien culture
on a pative one.

Alcoholism 1is hecoming an increasingly msjor social

issue. Drug addiction is high, snd the diet of poverty-ltrlcktf
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Mexican-Americans is yet so Poor that it causes mental retardation.
The existence of an ethnic caste sysfem has resulted in a sense of

defeatism among Mexican-Americans. "Society,' says Rodolfo ("Corky")

s

Gonizales, "even when it i{s trying to be béncvolent, . . is an Anglo
controlled society within which the Gringo makes all the major deci~
sions . . as & result, my psople have heen politically destroyed and
economically explolted."7

The Chicanos, however, will no longer tolerate this situation of
1ne;;¢l1ty. They are insisting on rapid changes to correct such
conditions of social injustice in sll categories of activity.

In a quest{onnaire submitted to 500 Mexican-American students at
the College of Santa Fe and New Mexico Highlands University in the fsll
of 1971P a question concerned with inequality was included: In your
everyday interaction with the Anglo, how frequently do you feel he
regards you as au equal? The responses to this question are as
follows:

Always - 15.4%
Usually =~ 26.6%

Sometimes - 37.0%

Seldom - 14.1%
Never - 3.9%
Uncertain - 3.0%

Those who noted instances of inequality were then asked to state
why they felt the Anglos seldom or never regarded them as equals.

Following are their replies:

Anglos feel superior
Anglns discriminated againat Mexican-Americans

Language and cultural barriers

Anglos feel superior and are inclined to discrimim
Anglos are inclined to discriminate and use cultur
All of the above

Far different were the answers when the Chic

often they treated the Anglos as equals, as indicat

Always - 27.9%

Usually 34.92
Sometimes - 26.4%
Seldom ~ 4.7%
Never - 6.1%
Formerly respected figures amoug the Mexicam~
their "image." An example is Bishop Lamy, immertal
and the subject of a forthcoming biography by Paul

to evaluate the fawous church leader, the studemts

Very favorable - 6.1%
Faverable - 10.8%
Undecided - 27.7%
Unfavorable -~ 17.6%
Very nnfavorable - 13,5%

Don't know him - 24.23%
The consensus of opinion among a large mmmber
concerning Lamy is best expressed by a commeat made

viewed him as “unfavorable” that reads: “A typical !
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Anglos feel superior - 10.9%
Anglos discriminated againat Mexican-Americans - 3.1%
Language and cultural barriers : - 0.8%
Anglos feel superior and are inclined to discriminate - 1,6%

Anglos are inclined to discriminate and use cultural barriers - 2.3%
All of the above - 81.3%
Far diffcrent were the answers when the Chicanos were asked how
often they treated the Anglos aa equala, as indicated below:
‘ Always - 27.9%

Usually - 34.9%

Bometimes ~ 26.4%
Seldom “ &4.7%
Never - 6.1%
Yormerly respected figures among the Mexican-Americans have lost
their "image." An example is 3iahop Lamy, immortslixed by Willa Cather
and the subject of a forthcoming biography by Paul Horgan., Whem saked

to evaluate the famous church leader, the studenta reaponded as followa:

Very favorable =~ .6.1%
VA
Faverable - 10.3%
Undecided - 27.7%
Unfavorable - 17.6%
Very unfavorable - 13.5%
pDoa't know him - 24.3%

The counsensus of opinion among a large nwmber of Chicanos
concerning Lamy is best expreaaed by a comment made by one of those who

viewed him as "unfavorable" that resds: “A typical 'colonial lord.'
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Upper classuan who looked down on lower classmen (most New Mexicans). To be reapected, however, the Chicanos

A racist who surrounded himself by a French clergy, and did away with establish a cultural identity enabling them t

all native-born New Mexican priests.” They feel that they must be taugnt their histe

Manuel Armijo, the Mexican Governor at the time of the occupation, grams dealing with La Raza and the Mexican=

has been all but forgotten by the Chicancs or remembered as a villain over, they insist, the Anglo-American wmuat

by & few. When asked to evaluate him, the students gave the following and disdain that has characterized Anglo-Ameri

responses: ) Mexican-Americans since the moment of firat ¢
Very favorable - 1.4% two ethnic groups. The Chicano is angry, and

Favorable - 8.3% bility that he might resort to violence. ”Th;

Undecided - 34,7% insists Gonxales, "is more white fathera . . .

Unfavorable - 6.9% « + .« Idon't think vef}l ever be violent excef

Very unfavorable ~ 7.0% continued, “but if we must defeud ouraelvea,

Don't know him = 41.7% Realizing the seriousness of the ‘situati

‘On the other hand, the younger Mexican-Americans expressad the start was made in the right direction at New

following praise for Cesar Chavex, Reies Tijerina, and Rodolfo “Corky" sity following a Chicano student rebellion in :

Gonzeles: cause of the troubles on that campus was the a

""Corky" Grahew as president to succeed Dr. Thomas Don
Reies Tijerina Cesar Chave: Rodolfo Gounxzales

vho was retiring. Graham, a member of the fac

Very favorable 18.4% ‘ 36.1% 21.1%
University at Whilewater, had absolutely no exp
Yavorable Lb AT 38.1% 22.2%
the needs of Mexican-Americans. Consequently, |
Undec ided 12.3% 10.3% 23.3% :
. students, constituting 54 percent of the c
Unfavorable 10.5% 2.1% 6.7%
rebellion that subsided only after Graham agre
Very unfavorable 4.4% 13.4% 4.4%
ance of the presideacy. Professor Ralph Carlis
on't know hinm 4.4% -- 20.0% L
had the trust ot the Chicanos, served as interis
Right, but uses 6.6% - 2.3%
wrong tactics Board of Regents searched for a more acceptable
i
i
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To be respected, however, the Chicanos believe they must first
establish a cultural 1dent1tf enabling them to respect themselves.
They feel that they must be taught their hiatory; and they demand pro-
grams dealing with La Raza and the HR§QCCB-AICIICCB heritage. More-
over, they insist, the Anglo-Americsn must ?nd his attitude of contempt
and disdain that hatbcharacterlled Anglo-American treatment of the
Mexican-Americans since the moment of first confrontation between the
two ethnic groups. The Chicano is angry, and it is not bevond possi~
bility that he might resort to violence. "The last thing we need,"
insists Gonsales, "is more white fathers . . . what we need is brothers

. I don't think we'll ever be violent except in self defense,” he
continued, "but if we must defend ocurselves, we will,"d

Realizing the seriocusness of the situation, in the fall of 1971 a
start was made in the right direction at New Mexico Highlands Univer-
sity following a Chicano ltnacnt rebellion in the spring of 1970. The
cause of the t;oublel on that campus was the appointment of Dr. Charles
Graham as pfelldcnt to succeed Dr. Thomas Donnelly, longtl;e president
who was retiring. Graham, a member of the faculty at Wisconsin State
University at Whitewater, had absolutely no experience qith Chiga-oc or
the needs of Mexican-Americans. Consequently, the Mexican-American
students, constituting 5&)percent of the campus population, 1nitiate§ a
rebellion that subsided only after Graham agreed to withdraw his accept-
ance of the presidency. Professor Ralph Carlisle Smith, aa Anglo who
had the trust of the Chicanos, served as interim presideat vhile.the

Board of Regents searched for & more acceptable candidate. Finally,

7
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they settled on a Chicano, Dr. Frank Angel, Jr., a member of the faculty
at the University of New Mexico.

Almost immediately Dr. Angel announced he "did not plan to stand
on tradition and that the needs of the Mexican-Americans, or Chicano,

w18 yo then

community are smong the most important items on his agenda.
suthorized the formulation of an ethnic and Chicano studies program
designed r.o‘ accomplish the following:

(1) Improvisent of the fluency of Chicanos in Spanish through
courses which are meant to deal with the unique language situation of
the Chicano.

{2) Stress on the history and heritage of the Chicano rather than

treating it as a subtopic under Anglo oriented courses and curricula.

(3) The use of Chicano teachers insofar as possible because they

can relate to the students better both culturally and ethnically.

(4) Insistence that the Chicano student be given a good
well-rounded and relevant overview of what the Chicano situation
sctually was sad is today.

In attaining this goal the student is required to have a basic
bilingual ability and to take at least 48 hours, including such courses
as follows:

(1) Ad Introduction to Chicano Studies that is interdisciplinary
in nature and which studies the historical and c&ntnpoury development
of the Chicano community.

(.2) A History of the Southwest that stresses the northern movement

of the Spanish and Mexican people into the present-day United 3tstes,

Q . T3
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with emphasis on the conflict between the races that

since the Anglo-American conquest of 1846.

(3) A course entitled Chicano Politics which l:
Chicano political opinion, voting behavior, and pol

(4) A course in Southwestern Minorities which
behavior of Chicanos, Indians and Blacks--designed
they have been exploited by the Anglo-Americans. ‘

(5) Chicano hrticipnt_lon in Social Welfare Sy‘
is intended to develop the skills enabling Chlcnnoi |
grams that will positively affect social development!
communities.

(6) A course entitled Economics of Poverty that

relationship between economics and racism and furt
actusl and proposed policies for dealing with povert]
barrios of the Southwest.

One of the most important of the programs is
Philosophic Thought, which correlates 20th cemtury
with the dcvelopu;n of Chicano thought in the Unit
This is the course :hq‘: is particularly designed to |
fdentity.” Finally, there are courses in Chicano ar
Chicano graphics, the Chicano theater, drama, liter
are revolutionary in nature inasmuch as for -r.hc £1irs|
Azericans of the Southwest are made aware of the ex
tural contributions on the part of Chicanos, further
see that this ethnic group has contributed extensive

of world litersture. Particularly emphasized is the

1)
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with emphasis on the conflict between the races that has taken place
since the Anglo-American conquest of 1846,

(3) A course entitled Chicano Politics which serves to analyze
Chicano political opinion, voting behavior, and political groups.

(4) A course in Southwestern Minorities which shows the political
behavior of Chicanos, Indians and Blacks--designed to illustrate how
they have been exploited by the Anglo-Americans.

(5) Chicano Participation in Socisl Welfare Systems, a course that
is intended to develop the skills enabling Chicanos to introduce pro-
grams that will positively affect social developments in Chicano
cesmunities. ‘

(6) A course entitled Rcomomics of Poverty that stresses the

relationship Betnen economics and racism and further evaluates the
actual and proposed policies for dealing with poverty conditions 1nv the
barrios of the Southwest.

One of the most important of the programs is entitied Chicano

Philosophic Thought, which correlates 20th century Mexican philosophy

with the development of Chicano thought in the United States Southwest.
This is the course that is particularly designed to achieve "cultural

identity." Finally, there are courses in Chicano art, Chicano drawing,
Chicano graphics, the Chicano theater, drams, literature, all of which
are revolutionary in nature inasmuch 2s for the first time the Mexican-
Americans of the Southwest are made aware of the existence of such cul-
tural contributioms on the part of Chicanos, further enabling them to
see that this ethnic group has contributed extensively to the main body

of world literature. Particularly emphasized is the fact that while
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the Chicano ethanic group is an outgrowth of Latin-American cultural
development, there.ll present and always has been a unique subcultural
developuent. Northern New Mexico formed as a consequence a geographic
isolation and the continuing process of -eltllgjg.ll
. ,

Now in its third year, the ethnic studies program which includes
native American, Black, and Chicano studies, haa experienced a great
deal of controversy with charges and counter-charges being hurled by

defenders and opponents of the program. The defenders insist that the

university sust take up new social, economic, and political roles if
the Chicanos are to be made aware of the projects designed to grant
them equality that can only be taught them by educated Chicano atu-

dents. The critics of the program insist that the "academic excellence"

of the university is threatened by the overc-phnéll on social work.
They point out, for exiﬁple, that the science enrollweant now includel
but 40 students of the 2,300 enrolled at the unlveulty.12 In
response, defendera inaist their opponents employ the term "academic
excellence" as the wltnglte gang employed the term "national aecurity"
to juatify any action on their part in defense of their "vested inter-

ests.” In fairness to the supporters of the ethnic studiea program,
it should be noted .that a leading pro;onent of the program, B!nﬁy E.
Plorel.vl Chicano member of the Board of Regents, has stated that he
does not believe‘thlt atudents should be educated solely in ethnic
studies at the risk of becoming deficlent 1n7§ther academic fields.l%
The moment of extreme crisia came in September of 1973 when the

students staged demonstrations and occupied academic and administrative

buildings when they felt the pro-ilel made in 1970 were once again

81
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being broken. 1In retaliation, the adminiatrat

ethnic studiea program offices. Not to be int
Profglqor Williem Lux, the director, ordered
nade and reopened the offices, unfortunltely..
the criais he lost one of his cl;l! asaociatea,
program, Pedro Rodriques who, after being re
to Stanford Univeraity. However, federal funds
increased by 30 percent, in part the reault of
key poaitiona in Washington.l5 Conaequently, t
waa revived, and today is in ; very viable atat
the atudent body now includea Chicanos with ame!
of Blacks and native Americana. Moreover, the :
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the program in native Anerican atudiea ia, in h
fully dcvelopod.l6
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include more works dealing with Chicano studiea; |

81



At

up is an outgrowth of Latin-American cultural
present and always has been a unique subcultural
New Mexico formed as a consequence 2 geographic

inuing process of -eltlslje.ll

| year, the ethnic studies program which includes

, and Chicano studies, has experienced s great

th charges and counter-cﬁnrgel being hurled by

¥

8 of the program. The defenders insist that the

p new social, economic, and political roles if

: made aware of the projects designed to grlht

on.ly be taught them by educated Chicano stu-
the progran insist that the "academic excellence"

hrestened by the overemphasis on social work.

le, that the science enrollment now includea

12

2,300 enrolled at the uhivurllty. In-

sist their opponents employ the term "academic

ergate gang employed the term "national security"’

on their part in defense of their "vested inter-

 to the supporters of the ethnic lfudlel program,

t a leading proponent of the program, Benny E.

r of the Board of Regents, has stated that he

*

students should be educated solely in ethnic

becoming deficient in other academic fields.l4

reme crisis came in September of 1973 when the
trations and occupied academic and administrative

1t- the promises made in 1970 were once again
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being broken. In retaliation, the administration closed down the
ethnic studies program offices. Not to be intimidated by such actions,
Professor Willism Lux, the director, ordered replacement keys to be
made and reopened the offices. Unfortunately, houtver; in the midst of
the crisis he lost one of his close associates, the coordinator of the.
program, Pedro Rodriques who, after Seln; r;fugcd tenure, transferred
to Stanford Uuiversity. However, federal funds for H.E.W. were
increased by 30 percent.'ln part the result of the support of Blacks in
key positions in Hnlhington.ls Consequently, the floundering program
vas revived, and today is in a very viable state. Over 65 percent of
the student body now includes Chicanos with another 10 percent made up
of Blacks and native Americans. Moreover, the staff has increased from
three to ten members. The only drawbagk, according to Flores, is thet
the program in native American ltudl’l is, in his opinion, yet to be

-

fully devcloped 4

’v »

It is difficult to evllu.te/the success or failure of the Nighlands
ethnic studies project. From the perlpcctlve of the Anglo administra-
tors and faculty members who ’re sxperiencing drops in enrolluenﬁfin
their disciplines and fleldl{.the program is a failure, as it 1-:(11
ltlFtd before, threatening their concept of lcldt;lc excellence. To
the formulators of the Chicano movemeant, however, it is a graod suc-
cess. Chicanos are being taught to go to the people and cduc;;e them
in the oral history tradition; teachers are being tg;ined to of fer

Chicano courses at all grade levels; vital records are being gathered

and placed in the archives; library holdings are being expanded to

include more works deszling with Chicano studies; cooperative programs

31
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with Blacks and native Americans are being encouraged; jobs are
available, in a time of job shortages, for graduates of the studies
program; and flnllly; the Mexican-Americans are satisfied with the

prospect of the University becoming totally cosmitted to the needs and

.._...Anterutl of minority groups. As Dr. Will‘e Slnchei, Assistant to the

President for External Affsirs, haz noted, under (Dr Donnelly only 5 of
. .
130 faculty wembers were Chicano. Then "there seemed to be a ceiling

Now that the Uni-

.

above which they the Chicanos could not rise . . ."

versity has taken up new social, woral, and political roles, as

Dr. Angel proaised, the University has ceased to be a "pallid reflec-

tion . . . of the University of MNew Mexico . 7

In conclusion, the promises of education and cultural preservation

) ]
first made by Genersl Steph\en Wgttl Xearny to the people of New Mexice
at Las Vegas, which aftervards were sc often broken by Anglo-Americans,
are finally being kept. The prospects for continued success, however,
are dependent on continued finzncial support by the Federal governmeat
and & vil]('ingneu to compromise on the part of both Mexican and Anglo

Americans. el
31
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Part I
THE RATIVE-AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

ihe thiee essays presented here deal with the same questions
raised in Part I, except ths approach is different. MNaticnalism as a
source of identity and awareness is the major theme of Peter Iversom'a
paper. The iasistence by Navajos that their language be preserved
illustrates their concern for preserving awareness and their unique
identity. Thoughtful reflection raisea the question, is Mavajo
nationalism any differest from Black nationalism or ssmong Mexican~
Americans in Axtlan. On the other hand, are there any similarities im
+he quest for naticoal identfity.

The second essay deals with the impact of urbanization on
identity. While some may want to gquarrel with Jawes H. Stewart's
aoalysis and conclusions, his essay does indicate that in an urban aet-
ting ". . . wost Rative-Americans experience an increased positive
sense of identity both personal and social. . . ." The question of
multiple identity is raised, #nd the parallels of this issue for other
racial minorities is obviocus.

Anna Lee Stensland discusses the importance of identity and

avarencss from a literary perspective as it relates to Native-Americans.

Au awareness of Indimn literature and heritage for Angloa and exposure
to Indian myth and legend are seen as critical components for ¢lassroom

teachers involved in American literature.

The three essaya in this section illuatrate t

identity can and does mean different things to diffe




Part II
TIVE-AMERICAN EXPERIKNCE
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perspective as it relates 'o Native-Americans.

The three essayr in this sectioa illustrate the point that

identity can and does mean different things to different people.
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THE RISE OF NAVAJO NATIONALISM:

DINE CONTINUITY WITHIN CHANGE

by

Peter Iverson
Fellow
Newberry Library

Chicago, Illinois

~~
‘F

Some time ago the author of this essay
Edward Curti®, perhaps the most well-known pho
Awmerican life. Curtis had entitled it "The V
graph showed a group of Navajos, on horseback,
tinct, with the final rider barely visible in
became one of Curtis' famous works, probably
typified the prevalent American attitude nrlyr
Rative Awericans would no longer be unique aod |
in American life.! *

0f course, Curtis was wrong. The Ravajos
choica he could have made for a prototype of ™
They are today the wost populous of any Native |
they possess as well the largest land base.
mates are notoriously underestimated, it seems
populaticn now is easily in excess of 130,000, |
area iz 25,000 square miles, covering a llh!
Arizona, a part of northwestern New Mexico, and
southeastern Utah. The usuasl comparison is wi
Virginia, which is slightly smaller.

While such statistics are impressive, t:he~
indicate the degree to which Dln‘, or The Peopl
of 1ife, flexible snd changing, which is clearl
Navajo  Moreover, as Clyde Kluckhohn and Dorot
1946 in their classic study, The Navaho,3 a sted
or "national" consciousness has arisen smong

Leighton saw it only as a "beginning” but noted

|
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Some time ago the author of this essay encountered a photograph bx
Rdward Curtis, ﬁerhlp- the most weli-known photographer of Native
American life, Curtis had entitled it "The Vanishing Race.” The photo-

graph showed a group of Navajos, on hdrub'lck, esch figure less dis-

-

tince, with the final rider barely visible in the distance. The image
became one of Curtis' famous works, probably in part because it so
typified the prevalent American attitude early in this century that
RISE OF HAVAJO NATIONALISM: Native Americans would no longer be unique and important participants
ME CONTINUTTY WITHIN CHANGE in American life.!
0f course, Curtis was wrong. The Navajos were perhaps the worst
choice he could have made for a prototype of “the vanishing race.”
by They are todsy the most populous of any Native American people, and
they possess as well the largest land base. While Ravajo census esti-

Peter Ivecson mates are notoriously underestimated, it seems clear that the Mavajo

Yellow population now is easily in excess of 130,000. The Navajo Nation's
Newberry Library area is 25,000 square miles, covering a large portion of northesstern
Chicago, Illinois Arizona, a part of northwestern Rew Mexico, and a small section of

southeastern Utah. The usual comparison is with the state of West
Virginia, which is slightly smeller.

While such statistics are impressive, they do not begis to
indicate the degree to which Dln‘, or The People,z have maintained a way
of life, flexible and changing, which is clearly and identifiably
Mavajo. Moreover, as Clyde Kluckhohn and Dorothea Leighton wrote in
1946 in their classic study, The Nnnho,3 a steadily growing "tribal®
or “"national" comsciousness has arisen smong The People. Kluckhohn and

Leighton saw it only as a "beginning” but noted that "The People are

5‘! ' 8 :‘)
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becoming 1ncrea|1ng{y conscious of common background, common problems, -
a cowaon need to unite to protect their interests against the” encroach-
ments of vhiten."“ )

There are two critical, interlocking questions to be flced,yif not
answered: what are the unifying festures of Navajo life and what is it
about rhis stage of Navajo life which has caused the growth of Navajo
pationalism? The first question {s certainly less the main focus of
this study than the second. Yet it is an important, necessary ome.
Without a certain degree of sgreement and unity among Navajos, the
development of Navajo nationslism would not have been posaible.
Anthropologists and other stulents of Navajo histery and culture have
boen impressed with the flexible, borrowing, adaptive quality of The.
People. It seems as though the course of Navajo history has aeen a
steady persistence of what Evon Vogt in 1961 in his sumaary article,
"The Navaho,” called the incorporative nature of Navajo culture.5 Diné
willingness, even eagerness, to change has been coupled with what Vogt
termed a "resistant institutional core," 'composed of systems of social
relations, ecological adjustments, and values forming a coher;nt ard
distinctive Navajo pattern."6

To these unifying features at the local or community level must be

added the factors contributing to a Nevajo national feeling. Again, to
quote Kluckhohn and Leighton, these elements include:
", . . & common language; 3 cowmon designation for themselves as The

People as distinct from all others; a cultural heritage which ia, i

general, the same; a territory with a certain topographical unity,
e

: where the occupants are mostly Navahos and where meny mountains and

EE
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other natural features are enahrined in a common

that almost all the People constitute & single gow
tive unit with a single elected council for the whe
In sum, language, heritage, land, and Bovermsent a
0f the four, goverument is surely the most recent
Only recently, in the Navajo way, haa it become o
in part due to time: the Tribal Council from a Na
fairly young; only in this year (1974) did it celel
anniversary. And only lately has it truly had the |
pover to matter to Nastjon at the local level.

To uéderntnnd Navijo nstionalism we must come |
of the ironic consequences of greatex Anglo8 ncr
once imolated Navajo land and resources. As Diné f
increasing contact with Anglo 1nnt1tutloni, ideas,
have had as well ample reason to re-enforce th?tr
onple.9 Moreover, some of the very elements of AY
seem to be the most threatening to Navajo life havd
building of a national Navajo state. For exsmple,
technology has altered the economic and social ne
level haa the Kavajo Nat;on been perceived as a nn\

Technology and white demands, often couched 1d
have threatened, and thus unifiid. most Navajos an
to the uational Navajo government as the only ally
enough to counter alien forces.10 As distinct mi

states and, to an even greater degree, minority

States, the Nevajos cannot hope to influence signi

3
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| tfve unit with a single elected council for the whole tribe . .

other natural features are enshrined in a common mythology; *the fact
thn} almost all the People constitute a single goveromental adwinistra-
ul

In sum, language, heritage, land, and government are the basic forces.
Of the four, government is surely the most recent and the most imposed.
Only recently, in the Navajo way, has it become more accepted. Th}l 18
in part due to time: the Tribal Council from a Navajo perspective is
fairly young; only in this year (1974) did it celebrate its fiftieth
anniversary. And only lately has it truly had the potential and the
poer to matter to Navajos at the local level.

To understand Navajo naticnalism We must come to terms with some
of the ironic consequences of greater Ang].o8 encroachment and demand on
once isolated Navajo land and resources. As pin€ have come into
increasing centact with Anglo institutions, ideas, and prtslure;, they
have had as wvell ample reason to re-enforce their desigoition as The
People.9 Moreover, some of the vetj elements of Anglo life which might

sesm to be the most threatening to Kavajo life have bolsterrd the

" buiiding of a national Navajo state. For example, precisely because

technology has altered the economic and social network at the local
level has the Navaj§ Nation been perceived as a necessity.

Technology and white demands, often couched in ethnocentric terms,
have threatened, and thus unified, woat Navajos and caused them to turm
to the national Navajo govermment as the only ally potentially strong
enoygh to counter alien forces.10 As diléinct minority members of the
states and, to an even grcater degree, minority members of the United

States, the Mavajos cannot hope to influence significantly state and
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United States actions. As Richard Goodwin recently noted:
"The nation 18 not merely a convenient form of social organization, but
an aspect of individual existence which fulfills irrevocable human
needs. If alternative sources of identity, of power, and of self-
mastery continue to crumble, we can expect national feelings to
intenlify."ll
The creation of the Navajo Nation must be viewed of course in the
light of earlier developments in Navajo history. Of particular impor-
tance has been the time at which certain conflicts with outside soci-
eties have occurred. 1In 1868 the Navajos signed one of the last
domestic treaties with the United States government, While they had
been forced to make the iong Walk in 1864 to Bosque Redondo, New
Mexico, they were thus allcwed to return and maintain at least part of
their homeland, rather than being moved to a new land with consequent
cultural destruction and disintegration. The People consolidated their
land base through late nineteenth and early twentieth century additious
before the value of Navajo wineral relourceu12 became realixed. In
addition, Navajo land was not sought for agricultural purposes nor was
it near an area of large Anglo population growth. This land base and
this relative isolation allowed for the growth and development of a
working, changing Navajo tradition in the post-European initial contact
era. It permitted the creation of a kind of cdgeon heritage which has
made the cssimilation of Navajo people and Navajo life into the larger
American socisty not only unli*ely, but from the standpoint of most

Navajos, urndesirable.

This heritage may be analyzed profitably
full consideration of Navajo nationalism. To .
essential to establish Some sense of Navajo hig
perceived it. For it is The People's view of
has so strongly influenced Navajo actions of ti
spective, hqvever, is not easily gained. Auy -
Navajo (or Native American) history quickly di
evidence. There is no denying the central
mony, yet great difficulty in obtaining it, le
Not only nave non-Navajos by and large vrlttcn;
have written down the records needed for the h‘
without exception, these accounts are in Engl

To the uninitiated, the vitality of the
years may come 48 a surprise. While an incre
Havajos are bilingual, there is little questi
first language, the preferred form of cou-unlcl
recent atudy estimated that almcst three of ev
olds do not know enough English to do first gr
Moreover, Diné bixaad is a very different lan '
Robert W. Young notes, “although Ravajo and K
gent phonologically, the difference is extre-ey
logical and structural features, 1% Finally,
Written forms of

an oral language. . njo have

the moat part Ravajos have not uti them.
pologists, aud Bureau of Indian Affairs persoan

have employed written Navajo for their own spec
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This heritage may be analyzed profitably for the purposes of a

full consideration of Navajo nationalism. 7To do so properly, it is
essential to establish some sense of Navajo history as Navajos héve
perceived it. For it is The People's view of the past which naturally
has so lt;ongly influenced Navajo actions of the preaent. Such a per-
spective, however, is not easily gained. Any person interested in
Navajo (or Native American) history quickly discovers the problem of
evidence. There is np denying the central importance of Navajo teati-
mony, yet great difficulty in obtaining it, let alone in accurate form.
Not only nave non~Navajos by and large written Navajo history, they
have written down the records needed for the history. And almost
without exception, these accounts are in English.

To the uninitiated, the vitality of the Navajo language over the
years may come as a surprise. While an increasing perceantage of
Navajos are bilingual, there is little question that Navajo remains the
first language, the preferred form of co-unlclélon for most people. A
recent atudy estimated that almost three of every four Navajo six year
olda do not know enough ¥nglish to do first grade work in Snslllh.13
Huwﬂnnméﬂﬂﬂlunnqdﬁﬂumlmmqehm!uum;u
kobert W. Young notes, "although Navajo aud English are markedly diver-
gent phonologically, the difference iz extreme in terms of their morpho-
logical and structural features."14 Finally, Navajo is almost.entirely
an oral language. Written forms of Navajo have developqd.ls but for
the most part Navaios have pot utilixed them. Missionaries, anthro-~
pologists, and Bureau of Indian Affairs perscnnel, most of them Anglo,

have employed written Navajo for their own specialized purpolel.16
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Navajo-initiated programs are of most receant origin, aud though
exciting and promising in scope and direction, have yet to have wide-

spread effect.17

Written Navajo history in Navajo rcnainl>n rarity.
Fortunately, three developments in the tventieth century have
allowed all to share in the Navajo perspective to some degree. White
anthropologists and other obzervers have produced transiations from
testimony given by Navajo informants. 7o a 1.:§C extent this work has
centered én cerenonialism and Navajo locinf structure. As willian‘
Adams has remarked, such matters as the Navajo econony have been virtu-
ally ignored.!8® In sddition, a body of Navajo oral history survives,
passed down by generations about how Ths People came to he ;nd about
significant eveants in tye history of Diné. Nave jos, particularly at
Rough Rock Demonstration School and Navajo Community College, have
started to publish accounts of their own hiltoty.v With the growth of
the Nnvnjé tribal government, Navajo-authored ;nd authorized accounts
have issued increasingly as well from the Navajo national capital,
Window Rock. New trends in f{lm making also have been encouraged,
including John Adair and SOI.Worth'l pioneering work in helping Navajos
to produce and develop their own -ovien.lg
These developments lead one to a very cectral question about much
of this material and its applicability to the writing of MNavajio his-
The following point is raised not to doubt the sincerity, dedi-

’

cation, or deep knowledge of and respect for Navajo history and culture

tory.

But ultimately, one
%y
Ino the

displayed by many Anglo observers of Navajo life.
must come to appreciate the limitations of the ocutsider's view.

Mavajo Nation, the distinction between the non-Kavajo and the Navajo is

still sharply, for some painfully, drawn. If an Ax
Navajo, married a Nnvnjo; assumed the trappings a
Navajo iife, he would still be, irremediably, a Bi
were fully committed to living the rest of their 1
Nation found that this presented a very real dil
restricted, some more than others, in what they ¢
they could be. Just so, non~Navajo observers (inc
course) are limited in what they can see and in h
perceptiagl.

“To be sure, this is a problem with all histol
cultural transmission in the Navajo situation acce
Translation from Navajo to English is not oﬁiy dif
rally subject to the whims and bisses of the trln{i
tory, even trnnlcribedidirectly in the Navajo, is .
special limitations. 8;:1 histqrians, though, are
the importance of recording‘not‘only voices, but pe

3

gestures, movements. The portrait which thus emer
complete and therefore more true representation.
transcription can be provided in a way for the read
the speaker as he communicates.?0 Given the ctntf;
comumunication in Navajo life, such a creation is
is written down in book#,! said s wise old Navajo g¢
book will never say a prayer for you."21

Even vanjo-nutho;ed work has not always been ¢

-

Anglo influence. For exsaple, the Navajo Times, th

newspaper, has ususlly had an Anglo editor.22 Na
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still lhnrély, for some painfully, drawn. If an Anglé learned to speak
Navajo, married a Navajo, assumed the trappings and relponlibilitiel_of
Navajo life, he would still be, irremediably, a Bilagaana. Anglos who
were fully cosmitted to living the relL of their lives in the Navajo
Nation found that this presented a very real dilemms. They were
restricted, sowe more than others, in what they could do and in what
they could be. Just IO* non-Nava jo observers (including this oﬂe, of
cOurle) are limited in vhnt they can see and in how they transmit their

perceptlonl. ' \

To be sure, this 1-%. problem. with nllnhlltory, but the cross-
\\ - .
cultural trnnluillion in the Navajo situation accentuates the vtobleu

Translation from Nnvnjo to gnglllh is not only difficult, it is n.tu-
rally subject to the whims| nhd binltl of the translator. And oral his-
tory, even-transcribed dlrégtly in the Navajo, is subject to its own
special limitations. Orai ;1lt0rllnl, though, are beginning t@ realise
the importance of recording not only voice;, but'peogle'; mannerisms,

gestures, movements. The poytrllt vhlchwthgq emerges may be a more
complete and therefore more gkue repregentnélon. This written form of
trnnlcription can be provided in a way for the reader to see and hear
the speaker as he co-munlcatel‘zo Given the central importance of otiﬂ'
communication in Navajo life, Auch a creltlon is most notable. "Much

is written down in books," Ilid\l wise old navajo ‘gentleman,.'but that

- book will never say a prayer fuﬁ you."21 .

Even Navajo-authored work }l not always been entirely free from
Angle influence. For exz-ple/ the Navajo Times, the official tribal '~
~N

nevspaper, has usually had an Auglo editor.22 Navajo Con:unlty College
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Press publications have been affected by the input and perspectives of
Anglon.23 This is not to say that the Navajo contribution to these
publications has been negligible. Far from it. Anglo editors of th?
Navajo Times are tribal employees whose editorial stance tends to be
sympathetic to the current tribal administration. Navajos have con-
sistently had ﬁ!lponllblevPOlltlonl on the newspaper. In the end, Diné
are the publishera of»lenjo Community Collége Press volumes. The
point is that outsiders not sufficiently femiliar with the Navajo scene
may use these sources uncritically, and misleading interpretations may
then result.

Rbnethtl‘ll,/thelt sources are still among the very best we have
for contempornry'Nnvajo hl;Fory. They do largely succeed in providing
more of a Navajo perspective ih.n previously was available. They ni;o
are written primarily for a Havajc audience (though in Engllﬁh for the
most part) and have won a grovlng'ludlence.ZA In many inktances, they
nay be’reglfded as outside the traditional academic western historical
pattern. Bﬁt without them, our view is woefully inconplete and inade-
quate. With thti, our perspective may still be incomplete, but it is
st least vnltiy enhanced. /

Three final elements in the difficulty of studying Navajo histoxy
properly deserve explicit qonllderatibn here. One i3 the degree of
change that has taken place in certain aspects of Navajo life during
the past one hundred years, with an acceleration in some arcas in the
past thirty years, A I7HCh;ontc picture of The People will not do. As

Adams puts it: "When have conditions ever been'normal’' for the

Navajos? For oaé hundred years we've been trying to photograph on sicw,

943

filn people who won't hold still long enough to

1nage."25

The flexible quality of Nnvn.jo'life
it has allowed ovef tine fof striking viriety
lived and the kind of perspectives they have def
has surely increased r;cently, and with it the
phrases aa "it's up to him."26  There :r; many
tainly more than merely "traditional" and “Iode3
th;vte;;."NIVljd{ is unavoidable, it should bo‘
a monolithic analysis is simply wrong. This is]
point made by Mary Shepnrdioﬁ: Navnjo; n;e -ori
goala and differ over how to achieve them. The |
be over means, not end|.27 A final matter is
Nation. Given'ltl enormity, and the emphases
studies, wany i-pdrtnnt chroniclera of the Nava
sen a more restricted lrelvvlthln which th;y c
vations and cultivate t#e,;ood will of potentia
generalizationa nbou: all Navajos do not always
these ‘linl'ced lnllylu.zs There axe still hpo‘
different areas of the Kation.
Navaj; personal tiea with an srea are bas
relationships with people and on traditional™1
vidual relationahip with the land, and to & bro
forces of Nature, forms & bn}lc part of the sea
a focal point in Navajo life. What the Navajos |

/
land and how they have chésen to utilise its va

fundamental impact on the development of the Nay
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£i1n people who won't hold still long encugh to give us a sharp
icsge."zs The flexible quality of Navajo life is crucial as well, for
1t has allowad over time for strikicg variety in the way Navajos have
lived and the kind of perspectives they have developed. This tendency
has surely increased receatly, and swith it the popularity of such
phrases as "it's up to him."%6 There are many Navajo viewpoints, cer-
tainly more than merely weraditionkl” and "modern." While the use of
the term "Havajo' is unavoidable, it should be clearly understood that ,
& monolithic analysis is simply wrong. This is not to deny a central
point made by Mary Shepardson: Navejos are more likely to lhlrz common
goals and differ over how to achieve them. The difference is likely to
be over means, not ends.2” A final matter is the sise of the Mavajo
Nation, Given its enormity, and the emphases of many anthropelogical
studies, many important chroniclers of the Navajo experience have cho-
sen a uore restricted lren‘vlthln which they tould confine their obser-
vations and cultivate the good will of potential informants. Lerger -
generalizations abeout all Navajos do not always follow corredtly from
these limited lnllylll.za There are still important variations in the
different areas of the Nation.

Navajo personal ties with an area are based on associations and
relatioaships with peopic and on traditional land use rights. The indi~

vidual relationship with the land, and to a broader extent with the

forces of Nature, forms a basic part of the search for harmony which is

a focal point in Navajo life. What the Navajos have doune with their
land and how they have chosen to utilize its varied resources has had a

fundamental impact on the development of the Navajo NltLon.29 Thue,

: 1
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after an initial examination of carllier Navajo history, one must wurn
to an evaluation of the process of lond use by Diné. By land use,

hore, is peant not werely what is grown or raised (or not growa or not

4,39

rafoed) but how the land is perceive This attitude, lard ethic 1f

you w111.31 may be readily ac#uttnlzed during two distinct stages.

The first includes the cvoiution of traditional Navajo land ucage
g

and the growing complicationo with this usage which eventually dis-

rupted established econcmic and cultural patterus.

revolved oround both the raiscing of livestock and the growing of agri-

‘These patterns

cdltural cropa whose utilization contributed to econcmic reciprocity

and self-gufficiency, and to harmony with the unlverae.32 For a time,
the continued growth of the Navajo population coincided with the addi-
tiono made to the Navajo land banose. Yet the increase of Navajo demonds
upon the land, marked copec'glly bv larger nunbers of sheep, did not

ceagse vith the essenticl establishment of reservation boundaries. This
period culminated in the econcaic and cultural disruption of the stock

33 and created a permanent issue:

reduction era what portion of The
People could continue with the cheep and goat raising life of 014?34

The discovery of valuable mineral deposits on Navajo land added 2
pivotal elecent to the debate over land utilization. Gutside pressure
quickly intenoified for "developuent'" of these regources. This changed
pattern of circumstances led to a change of activities, and eventunlly
to an "increaced rate of non-reciprocal allocatioua."35

In recent years, varied approaches to econocmic developzment have
been attenpted. The ley question in to what extent can Navajos control

uge of their considerable regources for their own benefit? Black Meoa

9%
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coal strip mining and the Four Corners power plant
blessings which "development" may bring. Spurred'
to alleviate massive unemployment and by the spect
making cosl resources obsolete, the Navajos made
which, from today's perspective, seem to many to
Navajo-controlled 1ndultA

an economic standpoint.

fared better,36 but in some inatances have been u‘

succesaes.’

Royalties frcm mineral exploitation in the 1
tribal treasury and thereby changed the pover and |
tribal government. The Navajo Tribal Council took
the Council chairman became a Navajo national lead
sentatives are often caught between local needs a
priorities, but there has been a seemingly lrreve;
to Window Rock. Not all Navajos are pleased by th
nttemﬁtl have been made to divert revenue sharing
(chc  cr) level. But the tribal government still
to hopeless factionalism or to financial 1ncnpnc1t‘
inposed structure has become incorporated to a gre
life. Through it the Navajos have sought and must !
self-gufficiency and political aoverelgnty.38

A generally neglected area of inquiry is the
lawyers, and legal assistance have played in pro-o:
sufficiency and sovercignty. The formal emphasis ’

E
coincides with the hiring of The People's first att
E
]
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coal strip mining and the Four Corners power plant illustrate the mixed
blegsings which "development" may bring. Spurred by the pressing need
to alleviate massive unemployment and by the specter of nuclear pover
making coal resources obsolete, the Navajos made leasing agreements
o

which, from today's perspective,“seem to many to be questionable from
an econcuic standpoint. Navajo-controlled industries have not alvays
fared better.36

BUCCEEB?S.S.]

but in gsome instances have been unqualified

Royalties from mineral exploitation in the 1950's swelled the
tribal tressury and thereby changed the power &nd function of Navajo
tribal government. The Navajo Tribal Council took on new standing and
the Council chairman became a Navajo natioval leader. Council repre-
sentatives are often caught betwe2en local needs and Navajo national
priorities, but there has been a secemingly irreversible flow of power
to Window Rock. Not all Navajos are pleased by this trend; recent
atteopts have been made to divert revenue sharing funds to the iocal
(chapter) level. But the tribal government still appears not subject
to hopeless factionalism or to financial incapacity. 1Its foreign,
imposed structure has become incorporated to a great extent into Navajo
life. Through it the Navajos have sought and musat scek economic .
self~gufficiency and political uoveretgnty.38

A generally neglected arca of inquiry is the role which law,
lawyers, and legal asgistance have played in promoting that nelf-
sufficiency and eov?reignty. The formal emphasis on Navajo nationalism
coincides with the hiring of The People's first attorney, Norman

Littell, after the second World War. Henry Dobyns' view of the
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positive effects of tribal attoruncy actions is certainly applicable to
the close, if not always cordial, relationship between the tribal
goveran;nt and ite employed counnel.39 The impact of attorneys on
Navajo life has not, however, been limited to the influence of the

tribal attorney's office. Dinébeiina Nahiilna Be Agaditaha (“attorneys

who contribute to the econcaic revitalization of the people'), the
legal services program in the Navajo Nation, has been most lmgorynnt in
its short history because of its promotion of sovereignty (as in the
tecent McClanahan caae),40 econonic aiternatives (as in the Pinon co-
o;:eul:ive),l‘1 and individual rights (especially in consumer protection).
In its various efforte, DNA has nct always won favor with the Navajo
national government, particularly during the administration of Raymond
Nakai. By representing individual Navajos, it has often represented
them againat the tribe itself; in so doing, it has revealed an intri-
guing problem im the growth of Navajo nationalism: the relationship
between Navajo ;Qtionnl growth and individual Nevajo well-being.
Perhaps nowhere is the growth of Navajo nationalism more apparent
and nowhere has it been more strongly;emphasized than in the area of
foraal education. This giidltlonal testing ground of Navajo and Anglo
values and goals has been the source of conflict ever since the Treaty
ofjléﬁﬂ provlded‘for the, establighment of a schggl class and a teacher
for cvery thlrtyYNavujo childrea. Both th; BJ;:au of Indian Affairs
and the Navajos over time have had various views about the fPrm and

gubstance of schooling. Beginning in the mid-1960's with the creation

. of cempunity-controlled uchooloaz in sevexal isolated locales, Navajos

have started to participate 4% new levels of responsibility for the

190
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children. g
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disharmony is prtnaril} the f:nctlon of what
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within Navajo religion. And in this area, thery
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Anglo medical practices. While still in its 1?
be seen here a final example of Navajo continu
shared analysis between Navajo singer and Anél:
Anglo medical facilities, and expanding Navajo
providing better medical care for The Feople,
Health Authority, without a denial of the valid]
traditional wlys.““
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Navajo nationalism is really the larest scene i
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education of their children. The recent creation of a Navajo national
division of education ic & logical outgrowth from the experience gained
at these pioneering institutions; former Rough Rock Demonstration
School principal Dillon Platero, for example, now heads this division.

“A
Platero and his associates are now moving to broaden the functions and

" power of this national department, and not unexpectedly are encounter-

1;3 some reliltnnce.63 As they do so, they are starting to ask funda-
mental questions about the nature of education needed for Navajo
children. ‘

Surely education is one potential means for obtaining and
maintaining harmony within one's self and with one's world. But it
would contribute toward it rather than entirely provide it. Curing
disharmony is primarily the function of what we might term Navajo reli-
gion-~an inadequate term for the complex system of beliefs held by most

Navajos. Medicine, as one understands the term, would b¢ included

within Navajo religion. And in this area, there have been growing

‘efforts to develop cooperation between traditional Navajo ways and

Anglo medical practices. ‘While still in its initial stages, there may

'be geen here a final example of Navajo continuity within change:

shared analysis between Navajo singer and Anglo doctor, growing use of
Anglo medical facilities, and expanding Navajo national involvemznt in
providiag better medical care for The People, as evidenced in the Nava jo
Health Authority, without a denial of\the validity and value of"
traditional waya.““

The Navajos thus persist in their determination to remain Navajo.

Navojo nationalism is really the latest scene in an ongoing drama in
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uhich The People assert their uniqueness. A resolution passed in 1969

by the Navajo Tribal Council's Advisory Comaittee calls for the use of

the term "Navajo Nation." The concluding portion reads:
The Deneh--the Navajo People existed as & distinct poiitical, cultural,
and ethnic group long before the establishment of the States of
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah, and
The Government of the United States of America recognized this fact and
4 entered into treaties with the sovereign Navajo frlbe, and down through
the years both the Congress of the United States and the Supreme Court
; of the United States have recognizéd the inherent right of the Navajo
E People to govern themselves, and

When the geographical area occupied by the Navajo People was

incorporated into the union of Qtaten of the United Statea of America,
, No one asked the Navajo People if they wished to be so included, and

It is becoming increasingly difficult for the Navajo People to retain

their identity and independence, and

It{ippenrn essential to the best interests of the Navajo People that a
3 cH&nr statement be made to remind Navajoa and non-Navajos alike that

bdth the Navajo People and Navajo lands are, in fact, separate and
i 4 5

distinct.

This history, then, {s a study of the effort to maintain Navajo
separation and distinction: an assertion which has meant thé creation

: of the Navajo Hation.

El{fC‘ : 1v2
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FOOTNUH'%S

D'Arcy McNickle notes the same element of "inevitzble doouw"
captured by the popular 1915 statue, "The End of the Trail."

McNickle, Native American Tribalism, 'p. 3.

Din€, meaning literally "The People,” is what Navajos call

themcelves, 1t is a common“t;rm used by Athabaskan peoples and is
thus not really satisfactory for solitary utilizstlon. "Navajo"
is a term used by Navajos for themselves when English is spoken,
and of course is the phrase used by non-Navajos. "The Rise of
Navajo Nationalism: Din€ Continuity Within chang;“ is as well the
title of the author's dissertation now being completed for the
History Depn;tment, the University of Wisconsin-Madiaon. The
author first encountered the concept of continuity within change
through the work of David Warren, a&n advisory board m;mber of the
Center for the History of the American Indian, the Newberry
Library. See his "Cultural Studies in Indian Education (Septeumber,
1972)," an quublllhed position paper for Research and Cultural
Studies, Development Section, Institute of American Indiam Art,
Santa Fe, Director of the Center for the History of the American
Indian, D'A;cyiﬂchckle has also influenced my thinking. His

Native American Tribalism: Indian Survivals and Renewals (New

York, 1973) called the author's attention to the work of Frederik
Barth. PFrederik Barth, "On the Study of Social Change," American
Anthropologist, 69, No. 6 (1967), rpt. &s "Studying Social Change"

in The Meaning of Culture, ed. Morriz Freilich (Lexington,
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Massachusetts, 1972), pp. 239-52.{p3ys particular attention to

institutionalization as the key phase of change. .See Jane

Chriatian, "The Navajo: A People in Transition,” Southwestern

12.
Studies, 2, gbl. 2-3 (Pall, 1964; Winter, 1965). Christian's work
introduced the author to the problem of Navajo nationalism and

many of the ideas brought forth in this easay have clearly been i3.
influenced by her perceptive anazlysis. The author's interest in
Navajo history began with the stories told him by his mother's
father, a principli3in Indian Service schools in the Navajo area 14,
during the 1930's ;nd early 1940'a. The author taught at Navajo
Coomunity College from September, 1969, to June, 1972, and th-n 15.

returned to the University of Wisconsin to ¢ lete graduate work.
"Navaho'' has been the spelling preferred many lntﬁrogologints.

but "Navajo" is the official spelling adopted by the Tribe. T,
Clyde Kluckhohn and Dorothea Leighton, The Navaho (New York, 1962}, 16.

pp. 122-23.

Bvon Vogt, '"'The Navaho," in Perspectives.in Ind}an Culture Change,
ed. Edward Spicer (Chicago, 1961), pp. 278-;36.

Vogt contends that the "structural framework" of Navajo life is
msintained by putting borrowed elements into earlier patterns of

sociopolitical organization, religicm, transportation, dress, 17.
lgig.; PP. 327-29.

Kluckhohn and Leighton, The Navaheo, p. 123.

"Anglo" is the term géherally employed in the southwest for White.
Christian, "The Navajo," p. 8.

57.

ibid., p. .

language at Navafo Community College.

Richard Goodwin, "“The American Conditioﬁ:
January 28, 1974, p. 41. :
These mineral reaourcel1nre primarily
utility: oil, ur;nium. and (given recenﬁ
growth) coal; gold.:fortunltely. had to

]
See Bernard Spolsky and Wayne Holm, "Lite
The Clle of the Navajo," University of .
Study Progrenn Report No. 8 (erch. 1971)
Robert W. Youns. A Skftch of the Navajo‘
Yearbook (Window Rock, Arizona, 1961), 8,
The most comuwonly employed orchogrlbhy

decades lgo by Robert W. Ynuns and Will

Dr. Morgln tried his best to 1nafruct thc

»

See Penny Murphy, "A Brief History of Naw

Analytical Bibliography of Navajo Readin;

Spolsky, Agnes Holm, and Peany Murphy (Ha:
See as well Wayne S. Holm, "Some Aspects ‘
Diss. University of New Mexico, 1972; Ho
compunity school qf Rock Point, Arizona.
The main ngact has been in the com-unlty;
Rock, Ramah Navajo High School, Rock Point
:t Navajo Community College. The Navajo
Diné Bi'Olta Association, has lately taken

promoting Navajo literacy. See Holm, "S
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ion as the key phase of change. See Jane January 28, 1974, p. 41.
vajo: A People in Transition," Southwestern 12, These mineral resources are primarily twentieth century in their
2-3 (Pall, 1964; Winter. 1965). Christian's work | utility: oil, uranium, and (given recent soughwestern population
thor to the problem of Navajo nationalism and growth) coal; goid, fortunately, had to be sought elnev£ete.
brought forth in this easay have clearly been 13. See Bernard Spolsky and Wayne Holm, "Literacy in the Vernacular:
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‘8'“ with the stories told him by his mother’s Study Progress Report No. 8 (March, 1971), p. 8.
al in Indian Service schools in the Navajo area 14. Robert W. Young, "A Sketch of the Navajo Language," Navajo
and early 1940's. The author taught at Navajo Yenr£ook (Window Roc{' Arizona, 1961), 8, pp. 430-510.
from September, 1969, to June, 1972, and then 15. The most commonly vnﬁloyed orthography was developed over three
University of Wisconsin to complete graduate work. decades ago by Robert W. Young and Willism uorg.n (Navajo).
the spelling preferred by many anthropologists, Dr. Morgan tried his best to imstruct the author in the Nava jo
the official spelling adopted by the Tribe. language at Navajo Community College.
nd Dorothea Leighton, Tét Navaho (New Yorlk, 1952),’ 16. See Penny Murphy, ‘A Brief History of Navajo Literary," in
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vaho," in Perspectives in Indian Culture Change, Spolsky, Agnes Holm, and Peony Murphy (Hllhington. 1970), pp. 4-25.
r (Chicago, 1961), pp. 278-336. See as well Wayne S. Holm, "Some Aspects of Navajo Orthograpby," .
t the "structural framework" of Navajo life is Diss. University of New Mexico, 1972; Holm is the principal at the
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18, More recently, there havg been some important studies, incldding 25, William Adams, "Navajo Social Organization,"
David Aberle, "A Plan for Navajo Economic Develorment,” in Toward Anthropologist, 73, No. 1, p. 273.~
Economic Development for Nstive American Comunitie‘n (Washington, 26. Mary Shepardson and Blodwen Hammond considered
1969), 1, pp. 223-76. Adams' Shonto: A Study of the Role of the Navajo Mountain Community "It's Up to Him: A
Treder in a Modern Navaho Community (Washington, 1963) remains Social Organization." Shepardsc;n and Hnmond,i
uuef;xl. Community (Ber.keley, 1970), p. 241,

19. See John Adair and Sol Worth, Through Navajo Eyes (Bloomington, 27. Mary Shepardson, Navaio Ways ‘in Government,
Indiana, 1972). logical Association, Memoir No. 96, 65, No. 3,
20. Dennis Tedlock, "Learning to Listen: Oral History ss Poetry,' 28: The Rn}ﬁah ntudi\en initiated by Clyde Kluckhohni
unpublinﬁed paper presented at the session, "Answerg Without over the yenri by dozens of others are the pr
Questions: An Evaluation and Critique of Oral History,” at the 29, See Christisn, "The Navajo," pp. 6-8.
1973 meeting of the Organiration of American Historians. 30. This discussion of Navajo land uysage has been :
21. This is the English translation provided b;- Milton Bluehouae, of Bahe Billy, "Population, Pollution, and La
thajo Studies instructor at Navajo f:onmunity College, during a Ravajod' (unpublished paper, n.d.).
talk in Navajo by Descheeny Nez Tracy at a Navajo Community 31. See Scott Momaday, "An American Land Ethic," t“
Colleéﬁ in-service session, May, 1971. 1 York, 1970) . .
22, .Dillon‘gPlat‘ero, Navajo, founded the newspaper an‘F Marshall Tome, 32, Billy notes Jthe' value shared by older_ vaajol::
___ Navajo, served as editor for a2 period pf time. éBut Cheater . be in contention.” Billy, "Population,” p. 12!

' Mlc\Rorie, the current editor, and previous editq’r Dick Hardwick, 33."/The policy of forcing Navajos to reduce their
are Anglo; and they alone have held the poaitior/l for the past - in the interest of soil conservation nucceeded:
eight years. ’ ‘c v missionér of Indian Affairs John Collier & per-

23. Broderick Johnson, an Anglo, has been director of the Navajo goat. LSee Edward Spicer, "Sheepmen snd TecH;i:
Community College Press, and tae College's firat pt_;.enident, Robert. Problems in Technologic:l’. Change, ed. Edward S
Roessel, perhaps its strongest advocate. ‘ 1952), pp. v185-207.

24, Navajo Community College Preasa books cmphasize they are "by 34, James P, Downs, '"The 'Cowboy am; The Lady: Hod‘
Navajos, for Navajos, about Navajos." of the Rat“e of Acculturation among the Pinon
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have been zome impurtant studies, including 25. William Adams, '"Navajo Social Organizaticn," American

n for Navajo Economic Development,"” in Toward Anthropologist, 73, No. 1, p. 273,
’ (e

t for Native American Communities (Washington, 26. Mary Shepardson and Blodwen Hammond considered calling their The

- ANdams' Shonto: A Study of the Role of the Navajo Mountain Community "It's Up to Him: A Study in Navajo

vaho Community (Washington, 1963) remsins

Social Organization.”" Shepardson and Harmond, Navajo Mountain

Community (Berkeley, 1970), p. 241.

ol Worth, Through Navajo Eyes (Bloomington, 27. Mary Shepardson, Navajo Ways in Government, American Anthropo-
. logical Association, Memoir No. 96, 65, No. 3, Pr. 2 (1963).
rning to Listen: Oral History as Poetry," 28,  The Ramsh studies initiated by Clyde Kluckhohn and carried out
esented at the session, "Answers Without over the yearc‘by dozens of others are the prime exemple.
tion and Critique of Oral Hisctory." at the 29, See Christian, "fhe Navajo," pp. 6-8.
Organization of American Historiana. 30. This discussion of Navajo land usage has been aided by a reading
translation provided by Milton Bluehouse, of Bahe 3111;: "population, Pollution, and Land Use Among the
ructor at Navajo Community College, during a Névnjol'(unpubltlhed paper, n.d.).
pscheeny ez Tracy at a Navajo Comsmnity 31. See Scott Momaday, "An American Land Ethic," Eco-t;cticn (New o
ession, May, 1971, York, 1970).
jo, foundcd-the newspaper and Marshall Tome, 32, Billy notes the value aharef by older Nzvajos: 'land should never
itor for a period of time€, But Chester be in contention.' hilly. MPopulltion," p. 12,
t ‘editor, aad previo&i editor Dick Hardwick, 33. The policy of forcing Navajos o reduce tgeir livestock holdings
alone have held the poaition'for the past in the intereat of soil conservation ;ucceeded only in making Zom- \
i ? ; B misgioner of Indian Affairs John Collier a perpetual Navajo scape-
:n Anglo, has been director of the Navajo goat, See Edward Spicer, “Sheepmen and Technicians,!. in Human v
ess, and the College'q first preaidéﬁt. Robert Proﬂleml :n Technological Change, ed. Edward Spicer (New York,
strongest advocate. ’ ‘ 1952), pp. 185-207.
[lege Press books cmphas fze they a?e "by 34, jamea F. Downs, "The Cowboy and the Lady: Hodelg as a Determinant

"
,. about Navajog."
4
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of the Rate of Acculturation smong the Pinon Navajo," Kroeber
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Anthropological Society Papers, No. 29 (Fall, 1963}, rpt. in

Native Americans Today, ed. Howard M. Bahr, Bruce A. Chadwick, and
.

Robert C. Day (New York, 1972), pp. 275-90.
Barth, "Studying Social Change," pp. 249-51. -~

As Aberle comments, the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority, while an
important accompliszhment and @ revenue producer for the Tribe, is
in the odd position of having to buy the electricity produced by
coal reserves leased to outside companies. Aberle, "'A Plan,"

p. 255.

Navajo Porest Products Indus&riea is the beat example.

The most thorough analyses oé';;;ajo tribal government are Rob;rt

W. Young, "The Origin'and Development.of Navajo Tribal Govern-

ment,'" in Young, Navajo Yearbébk, 8, pp. 371-411; and Sﬁepardson,

Navajo Ways in Government. LI

¢ . . ' 1
Henry Dobyns, "Therapeutic Experietice of Responsible Democracy,"

in The Américan Indian Today, €d. Stuart Levine and Nancy 0. Lurie

(Baltimore, 1968), pp. 268-94.

The March 27, 1973, United States Supreme Court decision held'chac
At;;ona could not collect sﬁace income tax from Ind{ans working
and living on the Navajo Nation.

In addition to aiding the establishment of the Pinon co-operative,
DNA brought & class action sult against the operators of the Pinon
trading post. Th- suilt was settled eventually out of court.

The degree of -control actually practiced has been a highly

concro{éxstal isgue, particularly at Rough Rock. At the very

1098

43.

45.

least, however, a greater degree of commu
been achieved.

The Navajo Division of Education has lougy
0'Malley funds ll;ted for Navajo schools.
Bureau of Indian Affairs Area Directoxr To
attempted to block such a takeover. See f
Director," Navajo TlmelthET'No. 13 (Aprif
Created by a Juune, 1972, resolution of thd
the Navajo Henlgh Auchor}fy is now direcc;
MacKeazie, the only Navajo M.D. It has at
objectivelyshe goal of establishing an
school. Aclche same time, the health aut
such as Carl Gorman in the area of Native!
GCorman, a distinguished a&ctlc, reaffirme
tional va;jo medical practices in'a rece
Times.

Navajo Tribll)gcde\(Orfurd, New Hampshire

Chaptex 5, p. /.
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least, however, a greater degree of community participation has
beeﬁ achieved. .

The Navajo Diviaion of Education has sought control of Johnson~
0'Malley funds slated for Navajo schools. According to Platero,
Bureau of Indian Affairs Area Director Tony Lincoln (a Nava jo) has
attempted to block such a takeover. See ""Platero Rebuffs Area
Director," Navajo Times, 16, No. 13 (April 11, 1974).

Creatyd by a June, 1972, resolution of the Navajo Tribal Council,
the Navajo Health Authority 1o now directed by Dr. Tn%épr
MacKenzie, the only Navajo M.D. It has as one of its prime
objectives the goal of establishing an American Indian medical
school. At the same time, the health authority employs people
guch as Carl Gorman in the area of Native Healing Sciences.
Gorman, a distinguished artist, reaffirmed the value of tradi-
tional Navajo medical practices in & receant serics in the Havaic

Times.

Navajo Tribal Code (Orford, New Hampsohire, 1970), Title 1,

Chapter 5, p. 7.
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URBANIZATION, PROPLEHOOD AND MODES OF IDENTITY:

NATIVE AMERICANS IN CITIES

by

Jameo H. Stewart
St. Olaf College

Northfield, Minnegotsa

The urban migration of Native Americans from
rural areas has been an unnoticed process unt{l ver
the presence of Native Americans in cltlen 1.1Vot s
avare of a new, or pe.haps a renewed, vibrancy in t]
building and, more recently, power movements. The_
Native Americans, though at best a mixed blessing
t ions, has been g8aining increased attention from l%
lawyers, social leaders, municipal policy mpkers,
Evidence of the‘lcademlc lnteregt.ll found/in two
(Bahr, Chadwick, and Day, 1972, and Waddell and Wat

The problem with much pf the literature ia thal
poorly Native Americans adjust or adapt to urbae c?
have statistical accounts of a peopie in trouble.

assimilation are often confused with upward mobilit

upward mobility at ledst implicitly is assumed to by
sociological sense. / : 5
We do not have sufg}clent knowledge about how |
live in the cities, th/ir primary and secondary .tT
and peer groups, their value and interest orlentatl
about their relitionships to the broader loclety, el
taker functions of the outside world. 'Since we hav
studies of urban Indians of the quality of Cans, L‘
our analyuls.and interpretation is correspondingly ¢
meant as a criticism but rather pointe to the metho

culties in studying Native Americans in aa urban se

states: '"It's hard to find them, they don't stay 1




|, PEOPLEHOOD AND MODES OF IDENTITY:

@IVE AMERICANS IN CITIES

by

James H. Stewart
St., Olaf College

Northfield, Minnesota

O

FRIC 0

PAruntext provided oy enic [l

108

The urban migration of.Naclve Americans from reservations and
rural areas has been an unnoticed process until very recently. While
the presence of Native Americsns in cities is not new, we are becoming
aware of a new, or perhaps a renewed, vibrancy in terms of people -
building and, more recently, power movements. The urbanization of
Native Americans, though at best a mixed blessing under current condi-~
t ions, has been gaining increased attention from such diverse groups as
lawyers, social leaders, municipal policy makers, and social scientists.
Evidence of the academic interest is found in two recent collections
(Bahr, Chadwick, and Day, 1972, and Waddell and Watson, 1971).}

The problem with much of the literature is that it deals with how
poorly Native Americana adjust or adapt to urban culture. Thus, we
have statistical accounts of a people‘ln trouble. Acculturation and
assimilation are often confused with upward mobility. Furthermore,
upward mobility at least implicitly is assumed ‘to be a value in the
sociological sense.

We do not have sufficient knowledge about how Native Americans

" live in the cities, their primary and secondary structures such as kin

and peer grogpu, their value and 1nca5eac orientations. We know little
about their relationghips to the broader society, especially the care-
taker functiono 6f the outside world. Since we have no ethnographic
studies of urban Indimns of the quality of Gans, Liebow or Suttles,

our analysis and interpretation is correspondingly weak. This is not
meant a8 ¢ criticism but rather points to the methodological diffi-
culties in studying Native Americans in an urban setting. As Tax

stateg: "It's hard to find them, they don't stay long enough to study
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anyvay .

"2 ope reason they are hard tn find in some urbsn areas is
due to the stated purpose of the Bureau's Empl;yment Assistance Program,
vamely, to digperse the Native Americans among the general population to
encourage assimilation.

what is meant by Urban Indizns? Ecologically it wmeans they dwell
in the city, but even here many are mobile, moving back and forth to
home folk. But they have not embraced Urbanism or urban culture as
described by Wirth.3 They are not competitive, money oriented, adher-
ents to predictable routines, and hierarchically structured. Their
salient relationships are not secondary, impersonal, or segmental.
They do not value associations with more people with less intimate
knowledge nor do they value freedom from personal and emotional control
of intimare groups. But if transitoriness (s characteristic of urban
culture, and Gans thinks it ie,“ then urban culture has taken on the
characteristic of the nomadic life of the Kative American with one dif-
The typical urbanite moves from place to place for instru-

ference.

mental purposes such as a better job, educetion, place to live. Though

the urban 1ndians¥huve this concern, they do not move So much from
place to place as back and forth. Their movemeats are more expressive,
seeking a change of scenery, freedom to be with kin and friends, to go
to celebrations and pow-wows. Being person viiented rather than object
oriented, Native Americans find fulfillment, statﬁs, identity with
their kinship's peer group relationships. These relationships take on
a salfiency and exclugiveness whi;h provides a strong structural base
for cultural persistence, This siructural base has been atrfngthened

in urban areas by the use of Pan-Indianness., This movement and

o
ol
.
o

ideology offers a secondary support to perso
Instead of destroying Indianness, urbanism as
heightened the swareness of these people's 1di
think of Native Americans within the framewor
community based on kinship structures.

The adaptation to urban culture and espe
its values from their perspective has been 1n:
framework.

However, many studies described t

terns, and the result is an analysis of "poor:

no@ic base of the local community and tribe h
taken away or controlled by the federal goverz
li}e and satisfactions of Native Americans is
bonded to the value of community lands. Fromi
ad justment has been difficult. These difficul
the Native Americans in contrast to white nocf
achievement a8 such in increased income, educal
whatever progress and achievement has been mldf
sive strain on community ties.

Achievement in urban society is besed on
economic, or social--ideology that emphasizes
vidualism, competitiveness, and pragmatic ur.ilj
not persons. Peréons can be replaced but roles
cans have adapted to these forces of wass socig
tion and in the city by relying on their struc

expressive values of kin and peer group ties.

ful in not assimilating the former values. But
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But if transitoriness is characteristic of urban

nks it is,a then urban culture has taken on the
i_nomndic life of the Native American with one dif-
| urbanite moves from place to place for instru-
as a better job, education, place to live. Though
this concern, they do not move 5o much from
‘k and forth. Their movements are more expressive,
cenery, freedom to be with kin and friends, to go
ow-wows. Being person oriented rather than object
icans find fulfillment, status, identity with
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"use of Pan~-Indianness. This movement and
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ideology offers a secondary oupport to personal and social identity.
Instead of destroying Indianness, urbanism as a contrast factor has
heightened the awareness of these people's ideatity. Thue we must
think of Native Americans within the framework of a very local
community bas2d on kinship structures.

The adaptation to urban culture and especially the job system and
its values from their perspective has been in terms of this community
framework. However, many studies described this adjustment in other
terms, and the result is an analysis of '"poor 2djustment." The eco-
nomic base of the local community and tribe has been either largely
taken away or controlled by the federal goverament. Yet the community
life and satisfactions of Native Americans is still intrinsically
bonded to the value of community ianda. Froam this point of View,
adjustment has been difficult. These difficulties are not measured by

the Native Americans in contrast to white society by the degree of

achievement as such in increased income, education, and 8o forth. But

vhatever progress and achievement has been made 18 viewed a2s an expen-

sive strain on community ties.
Achievement in urban society is based on corporate--be it political,

economic, or social--ideology that emphasizes power inequality, indi-

vidualism, competitiveness, and pragmatic utility.

Roles are important,

not persons. Persons can be replaced but roles cannot. Native Ameri-
cans have adapted to these forces of mass socie;y both on the reserva-
tion and in the city by relying on their structural strengths--the

expressive valuéé of kin and peer group ties. They have been success-

ful in not assimilating the former values. But they have not been

1.3
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successful in the power game. They have not been allowed to regain
their lands nor some functional alternative such as community develop~
ment corperations in order to pursue their community 1ife within an
econnmic structure conducive to their ways. The problem of Native
American maintenance and survival is not the unwillingnébs to take on
the technological culture and advancements in the areas of jobs, educa-
tion, health and so forth, but the unwillingness of white America to
allow and assist the Native Americans to utilize these advancements for
gsupporting their own identity. In 8um, Native Arericans have been sin~
gularly successful despite tremendous outside pressures in maintaining
their sense ofuyeoplehood, but have not been able to sufficiently plu-
ralize the ecen;Qic base for it to be conducive to self determination
and commﬁnity control.

The purpose of this paper io primarily to review the iiterature on
urbanizgclon and urban living of Native Americane for the purpose of
delineating scme éf the disagreements and contradictory points of view
about the nature of adjustment aond acculturation. Perhaps one can
resolve gome of the confusion through a consideration of a model of
adaptation and identity based on Gordon's concept of structural plural-
lsm,s and consideration of the following questions: What are the push
and pull factors uccountingvfof urban migration? Who comes? Who
What happens to those who homestead in urban

stays? Who leaves?

areas? What is meant by assimilation, acculturation, mobility, and

adjustment? What are the major planes or levels of adjustment? What
] .

correlates are associated wigh these ad justments? What theoretical

contributions hopefully wil: a}g in further research? 1In perticular,

114

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

the author intends to present a fourfold typology'
maintaining identity and discuss factors lcpounciF
moded. _Because the typology is simplistic as are

author haé tried to refine it by developing a stra

model.

Another Trail

Native Americans began to migrate to cities ﬂ

E

during World War II seeking job opportunities in
tries. The urbanization Process has accelerlted'v
1950. Though population statistics on urban I:?d!.t
relisble, White and Chadwick state that in 1950 of

Native Americans lived in urban centers and projed

I .

pércent will have moved to urban centers by 1970.7
reliable data on how many return to renervaclonn,;
estimate a very high return. A great wmany, howev;
reservation and the city.7 ‘

The push and pull factors accounting for rapi
and varied. Prlcé, in a study of Indians in Los
primary incentive for migration to be an economic |
higher wages, better llvipg conditiona.8 Garbari
ing the job opportunities from the industrial bulf
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the author intends to present a fourfold typology of modes for
maintaining identity and discuss factors accounting for different
modes. Because the typology iz simplistic as are all Ideal Types, the
author has tried to refine it by developing a strategic culturalism

model.

Another Trail

Native Americans began to migrate to cities in greater numbers
during World War II aseeking job opportunities in war production indus-
tries. The urbanization process h:l accelerated dramatically since
1950. Though population statistics on urban Indians are not completely
reliable, White and Chadwick state that in 1950 only 16 percent of the
Native Americans lived in urban centers and project that close to 50 .
percent will have moved to urban ce&cers by 1970.6 Renearé@ern have no
reliable data on how many return to reservations, but most liuglen

\-,
ectimate a very high return. A great many, however, fluctuate between

reservation and the clty.7 .

The push and pull factors accounting for rapid mlgrnt}on are many
and varied. Price, in a study of Indians in Los Angeles, found the
primary incentive for migrationm to be an economic one: better jobs,
higher wages, better»llvlng condltLOna.B Garbarino supports this cit-
ing the job opportunities frow the industrial build-up during World War
II as largely influential for long term stays in Chlcngo.9 Weppner's
atudy of the Navajo in Dénver emphasizes thz "push" factors of the

reservation noting that many Indians leave the reservation not because

they expect better 11ving conditions as much as the reservation does
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10

not provide economic opportunities, Other "puash'" factors such as

reservation poverty, public health service, housing, education have

been well described by Cahn.11

2

Rodge1 presents a rural-urban migration model based on his study

of the Navajos in Albuquerque. Here the family {8 used as the frame-
work for comparing factors which promote or retard migration. The push
and pull factors.of urbanization are similar to *he ones cited above.
éhat is of intevrest in the push and pull factors back to the reserva-
tion? These factors are summarized under the following headings:

(1) forces that pull individuals back to the reservation from the
cities-~chance to use skills acquired in cities, family ties and more
yelaxed atmosphere, inability to make a satisfactory living, language
barrisrs, and unfulfilled obligations to tribesmen; and (2) forces that
push individuals toward the reservation--unsatisfied job aspirations,
lack of satisfying interpersonal urban relations, general dissatisfac-
tion with urbén tife, and Navajo's spouse. The return to the reserva-
tion will be discussed more fully later on. Since 1950 the most
important facilitating condition for stimulating urbanization of Native
Americans has been the BIA's EmploymentJAaaistance Program.13 In oum
the Native American comes to the city primarily for job oppertunities.
Many leave because of dissatisfactiona with jobs and personal rela-
tions. Many are trapped and stdy because conditions on the reserva-
tions are worse. Ablon states that Indians who remain in the Son

Francisco Bay area do so involuntarily because there are no job

opportunities on the reservation.l4

1.4 \

Who migrates? Those who come to urban kr
years old, better educated,ghld some prior int
‘through either military expexience or work alt:
ever, makes a distinction between those who mig
their own or through the Employment Assistance:
cation Program). Relocatees tend to be youngej
and speak their native language. This group w
the reservation but stay, ag Ablon states, un
job opportunities.

The most frequently cited factor explllaly
regervation is the lack of economic success aft:
city. Sorkin found that thoge with no economiq
likely to return if théy were over forty, had L
school, and had no previous occupational experf
pértl Sorkin's and Ablon's findings that econ
arrival are the crucial factors in returning.
in Denver found that post-migration experiences
pre-migrstion experiencez in determining the m
stay. Those most likely to return were those (
long time to get & job, (2) who received wages
(3) who were '"labelled" detrimentally by an emp
oay thst there nrgn't other important fsctors
return to reéservation life, such as congenial fé

It would be a mistake to view the organizat

&
as a linear development as if the Native Americ

city permanently and become assimilated or rer.rj
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Who migrates? Those who come to urban areas tend to be under 35
years old, better educated, had some prior interaction with whites
through either military experience. or work situations.ls Price,’how-
ever, makes a distinction between those who migrate to urban centers on
their own or through the Employmeat Assigtance Program (formerly Relo-
cation Program). Rel?catees tend to be younger, have lower incomes,
and speak their native langusge. This group would prefer to return to
the reservation but stay, as Ablon states, unwillinély because of the
job opportunities.

The most frequently cited factor explaining the return to the
reservation is the lack of economic success after migrating to the
city. Sorkin found that those with no economic success were mést
likely to return if they were over Zorty, had less than four years of
echool,Aand had no ‘previous occupational experience.16 Weppner sup-
ports Sorkin's and Ablon's findings that economic problems after
arrival are the crucial factors in returning. His study of the Navajos
in Denver found that post-migration experiences were more critical than
pre-migration experiences in determining the migrant's decision to
stay. Those most likely to return were those (1) who had to wait a
long time to get a job, (2) who received wages lower than expected, and
(3) who were "labelled" detrimentally by an employer.17 This is not to
say that there aren't other important factors which influence the
return to reservation life, such as congenial family ties.18
It would be a mistakd to view the organization of Native Americans

4

as a linea: develg;éent as if the Native Americans either come to the
-

city permanently and become assimilated or retreat back to the

1.7
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traditional life of the reservation, The literature documents a
cyclical migration pattern of many Native Americans. Many migrants
arriving in the city and unable to find employment return to the reser-
vation only t. find that jobo are scarce and thus return to the city.19
Graves and Hurt find another feauon for this cyclical movement, namely,
Indians who go back and forth as scasonal migratory laborers. They
characterize this group as more "traditional™ than those living on the
reservations having strong ties to the reservation in terms of kin and
.friends and rejecting identification with white soclety.zo
One can classify three categories of migrants to the cltf:
(1) those who become permanent residents, (2) thoué who stay for a
short period but leave permanently, and (3) those who are engaged 1iu .
cyclical movement between the reservation and the city. Native Ameri-
cans come to the city for a higher standard of living through better
jobs, education, and the like. Yet they have deep commitments to kin
and peer relationships which are more available on the reservation.
This crentes great personal strain and role conflict as breadwinner and
kin, Some cope and stay, chers leave for a while or permanently. At
the present stage of reascarch development, we do not have a systematic
énalysis of the factors accounting for the urban homesteaders, nomads,
and temporaries. It is helpful to distinguish two types of home-
steaders, those who are econqwically mobile and those who are trapped.
According to Ablon, pre-migratory experiences, such as level of educa-
tion, social and economic background, acculturation experiences, made

no difference with those who stayed and those who 1eft.21 Many stay

because of early and continued economic success, but others stay

. 1.9
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because they are trapped. The reservation does ng
One possible factor that helps explain why the mol
is their ability to create functional communltleli
Communities are composed of kin, quasi-kin, frlenl
ghored up by a multitude of Native American o;gln'
by Pan-Indianness. Hurt's classification of rejed
accepting Indians sare helpful‘fotmulatlons in the:

these ldlptltlonn.zz

What Happens Once You Get There: Structural and

The homesteaders who come to urban areas on
to live close together. For those who coms under;
BIA's Employment Assistance program, ptoxim;ty 1.;
because of the Bureau's policy of dispersal. But‘
new arrivals cluster together in local groupings ‘
laristic Indian orglnlz;tlonn. Albon found that
migrated to the San Francisco Bay area have chone;
rily with other Indiana in both informal and forma
Home visitation is most frequent among kin, trib{v
acquaintanceas froﬁ the reservation. This is due ti
tribute to a sense of peoplehood among Native Amer!
traditions and values, common rural backgrounds, o
and tribesmen for mutual aid, and securltyvof tle;
against an urban environment considered hostile.
support Ablon's finding although Price notes that

due to length of residence and tribal affll!atlonni
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ireservatlon. The literature documents a

lrn of many Native Americans. Many migrants

| unable to find employment return to the reser-
k jobs are scarce and thus return to the city.19
ther reason fo; this cyclical movement, namely,
[ forth as seasonal migratory laborers. They

as more "traditional” than those living on the
ng ties to the reservation in terms of kin and
entification with white society.zo
ree categories of migrants to the city:

nent residents, (2) thosce who stay for a
'rmanently, and (3) those who are engaged in a
the reservation =~nd the city. Native Ame;l-
a higher standard of living through better
‘llke. Yet they have deep commitments to kin
glch are more available on the reservation.

Val strain and role conflict as breadwinner and
, others leave for & while or permanently. At
grqh development, we do not have a ﬁystematlc
;ccountlng for the urban homesteaders, nomads,
;lpful to distinguish two types of home-
economically mobile énd thosze who are trapped.
igratory experiences, such as level of educa-
background, acculturation experiences, wmade

21

who stayed and those who left. Many astay

tinued economic success, but others stay
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because they are trapped. The reservation does not hold any pronise.
One possible factor that helps explain why the mobile and trapbed stay
is their ability to create functional communities in the urban areas.
Communities are crmposed of kin, quasi-kin, friends and rribal members
shored up by a multitude of Native American organizations and cemented
by Pan-Indianness. Hurt's clascification of rejecting, selecting, and
accepting Indians are helpful formulations in the understanding of

these adaptaciona.z2

What Happens Once You Get There: Structural and Cultural Ad justments

The homesteaders who come to urban areas on their own éower tend
to live close together. For those who come under the auspices of the
BIA's Employment Assiatance program, p?oximlty is more difficult
because of the Bureau's policy of dispersal. But given the opportunity,
new arrivals cluster together in local groupings and develop particu-
laristic Indian organizations. Albon found that Indians who had
migrated to the San Francisco Bay area have chosen to associate prima-
rily with other Indians in both informal and formal associations.?>
Home visitation i8 most frequent among kin, tribesmen, and previous
acquaintances from the reservation. This is due to factors which con~
tribute to a sense of peoplehood amdng Native Americans such as common
traditions and values, common rur;l backgrounds, obligations among kin
and tribesmen for mutual aid, and security of ties and traditions
against an urban environwent considered hostile. Both Wax and Price
psupport Ablon's finding although Price notes that there is variation

due to length of residence and tribal affilistions. For instance, the
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five civilized tribes usually live outside the city center of Loé
Angeles and associate less with other Indians.2* Hurt's analysis of
Yankton Indians seema to concur with Price. He finds that the most
urban-oriented "selecting” Indians tend to associate with other Indians
while Indians that are accéptlng of white culture--u?ually long term
resldents~-are less likely to essociate with Indians and are heavily
involved in formal organlzat:lons.25
From the above discussion, one can conclude that cettlement
patterns vary based on the degree of assimilation and length of urbar
Long term assimilation oriented Native Americans can be
properly called urban Indianc. They live a& individual families in an
urban aggregate. These Indians according to Price tend to take their
Indianness lightly, On the other end of the continuum, the greater
majority of Native Americans maintain a functioning small community.
This is ;ot ecologically based but consists of kin, tribesmen, and a
They may or may not be oriented to the middle class, but

few friends.

this i6 not a salient element. What is important is the congeniality

of the group.26
One must emphasize the notion of group rather than neighborhood

community. Native American ties and identity are formed not by neigh-

borhood proximity nor by class variables, but by kinship, tribal
affiliation, race and Pan-Indignness, and peer group relations. A word
is in order concerning the structure of the very local community.

Notive Americans manifest many of the structural characteristics of the

27

lower working class described by Gans, The internal structure of the

group revolves around age, sex, and 1ife cycle factors. There is a

1.0

fairly strong segregation among these groups.
are emphasized in contrast to inst:rumental orli
American stresges his individuality, but its
found in a group context. Values, beliefs, a
on the kin structure but articulated thmugh t
influence of the k‘n based peer group is pervag
social sachorage for identity and a buffer ngn;
urban life. 1In fact, the peer group ccmmunicy;
salient in urban life than on reservations,’

Like immigrants from the old country,'Nnt:
urban areas viewed as foreign countries. Innti
tity through a#cculturation and assimilation,

increased positive sense of identity, both per‘

i

less of marital or SES stucus.29 This process
building peoplehood has been noted with other
the peer group structure that carries much of
functions to maintain Indian awareness. It 13{
condition in voluntary segregation. It acts aal
mechanism exacting a certain behavioral confo i
retard individval mobility through its ;mphanié
son oriented values, it is capnb*e of successful
mobility. ' The Mohawks and the five civilized t
of this structural pluralism and middle class o
revitalization of Native American has raised th
people to a higher level of awareness manifestij

ideological and political levels.32
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fairly strong segregation among theae groups. Expressive perzonal ties
are emphasized in contrast tu instrumental orientations. The Native
American stresses his indlvidullicy,‘buc its meaning and expression &re
found in a group context. Values, beliefs, and life itself are based
on the kin structure but articulated thmugh the peer group.28 The
influence of the kin based peer group is pervasive. It provides a
social anchorage for identityllnd a buffer against foreign valucs of
urban life. In fact, the peer group community becomes much more
galient in urban life than on reservations.

Like immigrants from the old country, Native Americans come to
urban areas viewed as foreign countries. Instead of losing their iden-
tity through acculturation and assimilation, moac_experience an
increased positive sense of identity, both personal and social, regard-
less of marital or SES stltus.29 This process of ethnogenesis or
building peoplehood has been noted with other ethnic groupn.30 It is
the peer group structure that carries much of this cultural freight and
functions to maintain Indian awareness. It ia»the chief structural
condition in voluntary segregation. It acts as a powerful control
mechanism exacting & cvertain behavioral conformity. Although it may
regard individual mobility through ite emphéais on expressive and per-
son oriented values, it ig capable of successful adaptation and group
mobility. The Mohawks and the five civilized tribes are illustrative
of this structural pluralism and middle class orientation.3l This
revitalizagion of Native American has raised the consclousness of thegz
people to a higher level of awareness manifesting itself on both

ideblogical and political levels.32
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Gace in the city to stay, the homesteader stakes out & life filled
with ambiguitiés, insecurities, and conflict. Moat often he guffers
the co;ditions of poverty with other urban lower claas, but he differs
from other poor in that he belonga to & People. The Native American
briags his kin and ethnic life with him with its distinctive value 8ys-
tem. The ensuing value conflicts have resulted in problems of cultural
identity on one hand, namely, the problems of agsimilation and plural-

ism, and on the other hand the problems of personal, social, and

econcmic ad justments.

A Model of Cultural ldentity

OQur co;;;;n in this paper is an examination into the nature of
cultural identity, the different modes of identity and their causes.
Certainly value conflicts arising out of a meeting of two cultures will
disturb the personal and social identity of séople embracing the
"subo;dinate" culture, ) Y

The homesteader throughout his stay in the city encounters

bewildering forces of urbanism. What are these opposing forces?

According to Lee, rbanism means greater opportunity for anonymity,
a

mobility, and gives a utilitarian purpose to human associations 3

Persons are more often cultivated for specific gains and objectives,

34 The homesteaders

rather than on an intimate face to face basis.
bring a pa;ticulariatic cultural heritage to this urban world. As wmen-
tioned previously, these people tend to stay within their owm kinship

and friendship circle without developing an expansive network of rela-

tionshipz. As tribal people and kin oriented, they enter a highly

"

¢
e
[
~

.

individualistic urban enviromment. They bring bas!
to be incompatible to the macro culture which emphv
These values and beliefs include emphasls and rea
cooperation and generous sharing witﬁ meﬁbera of t
disinterest in accumulating material possessions £
tige, private exclusive individualistic ownerlhip'
sive competition for gain as opposed to sport iz 2'
authority 18 more equalitarian based on the kinshif
belief in the harmeny and order of naturc and the
tation Fas no meaning because identity does not ¢
schedules are viewed as constrictive of the npirﬂ%%
their emphas’s on harmony, thev tend to cmphasixe
events and a Jithdrawal from coaflicts and UHPIEItF
which upset their view of 3zder.35

What we have here 1s a people with UttuCturnl?
gemeinschaft and pre~industrial cultural orieantatd
carry on & way of life in a society which is at th
continuum. Human c;mfort and materiai well being
compatible witk Indian ways, but the competitive
to reach‘these goals are not., Normative confusion;
operative.

The remainder of this paper will deal with h ;
structural networks of Native Americans articulate:

worlds of urbanicm and Indianism and the faciors th

the adjustments and mointenance of difrercnt wmodes:
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{ndividualistic urban environment, They bring basic values that tend
to be incompatible to the macro culture which emphasizes competition.
These values and beliefs include emphasis and respect for the perscon,
cooperation and generous sharing with members of the tribal community,
disinterest in accumulating material possessions for the sake of pres-
tige, private exclusive individualistic ownership together with aggres-
sive competition for gain as opposed to sport is foreign, power and
authority is more equalitarian based on the kinship autonomy, religious
belief in the harmony and order of nature and the spirit; future orien-
tation has 66 meaning because identity does not change and thus fixed
schedules are viewed as conatrictive of the spirit} and because of
their emphasis on harmony, they tend to emphasize passive acceptance of
events and & withdrawal from conflicts and unpleasant disturbances

which upset their view of orénr.35

What we have here is a people with structural charxacteriotico of
gerweingchaft and pre-induntr£;1 cultural orientations attempting to
carry on a way ¢f life in a society which is at the other end of the
continuum. Human comfort and material well being are of themselves
compstible with Indian ways, but the competitive individualistic normo
to reach these goals are not. Normative confﬁaion and conflict becomes
operative.

The remainder of thig paper will deal with how the different
structural networks of Native Americans articulate within the cultural
worlds of urbanism and aniénlom and the factors that may account for

the adjustments and mointenance of different modes of identity.
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There it a great deal of ambiguity about the meaning and measures
of ansimilation and acculturation. One finds GCordon's typology helpful
in our understanding of these proceasea.36 Complete assimilation
refers to the total absorption or fusion of cultural behavior and soéial
structural participation of two groups. It includes important sub-
procesced which are analytically and empirically distinct. FEach of
these fub-processes may take place in varying degrees or not at all.

The most important processes are cultural assimilation or acculturation,
structural assimilation, marital assimilation or amalgamation, and
{dentificational assimilation. The obverse procesaes are cultural,
structural, maritsl, and identificational pluraliam.’

Our primary interest will be with the acculturation and structural

asoimilation procesges. Acculturation means that in the meeting of two

peoples behaviorzl changes take it either one or both groups. Social
relationships in terms of primary ties and intermarriage and group
gelf-identification are variables in the situation. Acculturation does
impl: o fair omount of gsecondary intermingling in such institutional
settirgo as school, job market, commercial exchanges, and civic inter-
action. Cultural patterns and traits that are absorbed or traded
include moterial and technological traits such as dress, uge of the
antomobile, TV, punching a time clock and the like, and non-material
complexes guch as vatues, beliefs, language, thought ways, emotional
structures and the like.

Acculturation of an ethnic group into the American way of life
means esgsentially the taking on its wajor value orientations such as
37

competition, individualism, success, efficiency, etc. We consider

‘Native Americans become "White Indians" losing'

these core values as comprising what is consid

do not agree with others that acculturation can

economic luccenn.38 People through upward mob4

varying degrees in the major values of the cor
.

research to determine the variability’. There

altogether, or Indiannesa becomes only one of

This last point is important to the underatand

and modes of identity.

Structural assimilation and pluralism is
is widespread interactiona by the ethnic group?
level. Marital and identificational lllimillt‘
specific cases of this process. The evidence
80 far demonstrates that the ﬁajority of Native
istic in their structural relationships. They;
kin and close friends. There is a high dégree;
kin structure, as opposed to tribal lffililtio‘
Indian identity found in Pan-Indianism. Parti:
Americans remains primarily instrumental, even.
larger world of education, work, and commerce.}
of taking on the values attendant to these inst
their saliency remsins in the specific spheres
Othera, like

do not bring these values home.

It is helpful in the understanding of the

less of the urban culture and remain a people j

the urban homesteadera to develop a typology oﬁ
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these core values a8 comprizing what is considered to be urbanism, We
do not agree with others that acculturation can be measured by socio-
economic succens.38 People through upward mobility may acculturate in
varying degrees in the major values of the core society. It is for
research to determine the variability. There is evidence that some
Native Americans become "White Indians" losing their Indian identity
altogether, or Indianness becomes only one of several 1dent1t1el.39
Thia last point is important to the understanding of cultural adaptions
and modes of identity.

Structural assimilation and pluralism is the degree to which there
is widespread interactions by the ethnic group on a primary group
level. Marital and identificational assimilation or pluralism are
specific cases of this process. The evidence presented in this paper
s0 far demonstrates that the majority of Native Americans are plural-
iotic in their structural relationships. They intermingle wmainly with
kin and close friends. There is a high degree of endogomy, and their
kin structure, as opposed to tribal affiliation, is the basis of a new
Indian identity found in Pan-Indianism. Participation with white
Americans remains primarily instrumental, even though they enter the
larger world of education, work, and commerce. Many are quite capable
of taking on the values attendant to these institutional spheres, but
their saliency remains in the specific spheres. : In otter words, they
do not bring these values home. Others, like the Navajo, absorb much
less of the urban culture and remain a people much to themselves.

It is helpful in the understanding of these modes of identity of

the urban homesteaders to develop a typology of responses based on the
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above two processes of acculturation and structural asgimilstion. This
will hopefully aid in the systematic research on the factors accounting
for a different idenzity. A fourfold classification is presented in
Figure I. |

‘ Models based on Ideal Types by definition exaggerate social

' reality but are useful in delineating and clasaifying potential predic~

: Figure I
, tors of behavior. This model can be viewed either synchronically or

diachronically. Research reports developmental stages of "assimilation” FOURFOLD MODES OF IDENTITY BASED ON ACC
moving from cells 4 to 3 to 1 or 2. Pactors such as length of resi- AND STRUCTURAL ASSIMILATION ;

dence, SES standing, mixed blood, aad structural (primary tiees) assimi-

lation, are employed as explanatory variables. Later some refinements Acculturation

Structural ]
of this model will be .discussed, in terms of the cultural "strategist” ]
i Relations Urbanism °
g adaptation. The conclusion that will be reached is that Native Ameri-

cans assume several cultural identities which have a different impor- Structural 1

tance in terms of differing social worlda. We will now discuss some of Asgsimilation "Uhite" Ihdi;h The "

i the factors associated with these fourfold adaptations, keeping in mind

|

i 3
f that these four responses are variable processes, not discrete Structural -
i The Cultural 3
conditions. Pluralism The '}

% "Strategist' Indian
i Hurt's research revealed a significant group of Indians whem he ) 4

designated "urban oriented accepting Indians,” ones who acceﬁted both

3 the structure and the culture of the dominant urban society. They
attempt to integrate into the American middle class. No attempt is
made to preserve an Indian identity nor to maintain ties with the
reservation.AO Factors accounting for "White'" Indiasns are being
descendents of mixed marrisge, being exogamous themselves, born off the

reservat{on and long term urban residents and socio-economic success.
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FOURFOLD MODES OF IDENTITY BASED ON ACCULTURATION

AND STRUCTURAL ASSIMILATION

Acculturation
Structural
Relations Urbanism Indianism
Structural 1 2
Assimilation "White" Indian The "Cosmopolitan" Indian

3 4

Structural
The Cultural

Pluralism The "Traditional" Indian

"Strategist’ Indian
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White discovers the same response in Rapid City.41 Their sole
identification is with the upper middle class white society. White
cites mixed blocd and making it good econcmically as fhe major explana-
tory factors. These Indians typify the response found in cell 1.

Their kinship and primary ties, as well as the culture they embrace,
are that of the white soclety.

McFee's study finds & smsll Indian population which corresponds to
our “Cosmopolitan” Indian in cell 2.142 These individuals whom he calls
"interpreters" are active respected members of the Indian culturé but
aleo have a wide experience in the white ways and compete successfully
They are Indian oriented but move

with whites and have their respect.

with ease within white culture. They are highly bicultural. Factors
accounting for these creative marginals are dual socialization proc~
esses, dual primary relationships, leadership aspirations, under-
standing of leadership requirements, and a bicultural system calling
for cultural brokers. These people are able to maintain two

functioning identities.

We have learned from our previous discussion that the homesteaders,

thogze who have made a stake in the city and stay, are most likely to

assoclate primarily with other Native Americans based on kin and peer
group ties. They have a strong sense of Indianness which becomes more
positive after living in the city for a time. Ablon opeaks of a ''neco-
Indian" gocial identity which iz pan-Indian in its orienmtation. This

latter phencmenon {s a functional alternative to tribal identity. They

form a "community" which is neither traditional nor vhite middle clasa.

12!

This identity is in the process of creation,
incubator.

Thg same phenomenon is described by Wem :
Indiun.' Although Pan-Indianism provides a gef
(Gordon's notion of identificational plurllil:
possess multiple identities revolving around \
reliden;iul attachments as well as Indiannell;
enclosed primary networks, these Native Amerid
fering social worlds tc the extent that these
tional for harmonious relations. Often enoug|

acculturation in these socio~economic spheres

and social disorganization. In our model we 4
cultural strategist. Factors which aid our “Z
tural strategist are, on one hand, conditionnr
the city such as length of residence, occuplt.
rations, increased institutional alternatives
control, and residential scattering; on the 61
mitment to certain Indian values, mxintenlnce;
tiec, physoical appearance, perception of urban
hostile, and identificational pluralism throu;

Our fourth response is what we call the "
Hurt refers to these people as "reservation o;
long term residents who intensely dislike the?
the reservation if it were economically feas1H
reservation is home, and preservation of Ind1:

is very important. Most families live isolate
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This identity is in the process of creation. Urban life i8 the
incubator.

The same phenomenon is.described by Wax as the "generalized"
Indian. Although Pan-Indianism provides a general social identity
(Gordon's notion of identificational pluralilm), many of these people
possess multiple identities revolving around occupational, religious,
residential attachments as well as Indilnnenn.43 While maintaining
enclosed primary networks, these Native Americans gcculturate into dif-
fering social worlds to the extent that these idéﬁtitie. are func-
tional for harmonious relations. Often encugh, however, ""successful"
acculturation in these socio-economic spheres is:paid for by personal
and social disorganization. In our model we call this respoase the
cultural strategist. Factors which aid our understanding of the cul-
tural strategist are, on one hand, conditions and opportunities within
the city such &s length of residence, occupational training, SES aspil-
rations, increased institutional alternatives, less mechanistic social
control, and residential acattering; on the other hand, continued com-
mitment to certain Indian values, maintenance of kin and peer group
tieca, physicsl appearance, perception of urban society as foreign and
hoctile, and identificational pluralism through Pan-Indianism.

Our fourth response 18 what we call the “rraditional' Indian.
Hurt refers to these people as “reservation oriented.” They are often
long term residents who intensely dislike the city and would return to
the reservation if it were economically feasible. For this group the
reservation 1o home, and preservation of Indian identity and language

is very lmportant. Most families live isolated from other tribal
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groups and whites while in the city.

They ténd to be more nomadic with

frequent trips to the reservation. Price's study of the Navajo's adap-

e AT e

Table I

CORREIATES OF INDIAN AND URBAN ACC

tation is similar to Hurt's, While the Navajos have the same educa-
tional level as other tribes, they associated almost exclusively with Reservation Factors
other Navajos. About 90 perceut spoke Navajo and elmost 50 percent 1. Little or no reservation experience (e.g., bo!
married within their own tribe, thus evidencing a strong cultural and regervation).
structural pluralism. Factors accounting for the '"traditional' urban 2. Degree of personal adjustment required in the
Indfan are newnens to the city; exclusive primary ties within the city; 3. Relative proximity of the reservation to the {
relative proximity of the reservation; greater involvement in the 4. Degree of institutional involvement on the ref
political, religious, and social life of the reservation; expectations |, 5. Frequency of visits to the reservation.
of moving back; and frequency of visitatioms. In aum, the "traditional 6. Degree of atrong expectations to return to the
; urban Indian maintains a single exnclusive identity.
{ : Conditions in the City
4 Acculturation processes have several possible avenues to follow.
] 1. Degree of residential scattering.
4 Native Americans can completely absorb the white culture and structural
: 2. Length of residence in the city.
: networks, remain functionally aloof, or they in varying degrees partici-
3 3. Availability of alternative choices in the cit
i pate in bicultural worlds as "Strategists" aud “Cosmopolitans." Urban-
] 1ife chances and style).
] ism and Indianism should not be confused with class standings. Our
: 4. Degree of peer group social control.
: contention is that SES indicaters are not proper measures of urban j
f 5. Relative pize of the ethnic and white groups.
: acculturation. T v may or may not contribute to the taking on of
4 6. Plural power struciures and the absence of the
urban values. We have previously discussed what we consider proper
: dimensions of urban and Indian values. Table I lists the important Structural Networks (Primary Relat
: correlates of the acculturation processes. 1. Degree of involvement and commitment to kin and
i Turning to some refinements of the "Strategist' response, the relationships. J
! . ;
! Native Americans who hecome urban homesteaders add and subtract from 2. Degree of interracial marriage. %
i ;
s E
q 3. Degree of identification with Pan-Indianism.

their cultural repertoire in relationship to different institutional

worlds and their constraints. Most urban Indians claim their
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in the city, They tend to be more nomadic with
ervation, Price's study of the Navajo's sdap-
s, While the Navajos have the same educa~
Hbes, they associated almost exclusively with
| percent spoke Navajo and almost 50 percent
.tribe, thus evidencing a strong cultural and
.ctora accounting for the "traditional’ urban
Elty; exclusive primary ties within the city;
reservation; greater involvement in the
social 1ife of the reservation; expectations
ency of visitations. In sum, the "traditional”
single exclusive identity.
l!el have Beveralbposalble avenues to follow.
letely absorb the white cﬁlture and gtructural
pally aloof, or they in varying degreea partici-
as "Strateglsts” and "Cosmopolitana." Urban-
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Table I
CORRELATES OF INDIAN AND URBAN ACCULTURATION

Reservation Factors
Little or no reservation experience (e.g., born off the
reservation).
Degree of personal'adjustﬁent required in the transition.
Relative proximity of the remervation to the city.
Degree of institutional involvement on the reservation.
Frequency of visits to the r;aervatlon.

Degree of strong expectations to return to the reservation.

Conditions in the City
Degree of residential scattering.
Length of residence in the city.
Availability of alternative choices in the city (i.e., in terms of
life chances and style).
Degree of peer group social control.
Relative size of the ethnic and white groupa.

Plural power structures and the absence of the BIA.

Structural Networks (Primary Relations)
Degree of involvement and commitment to kin and peer group
relationships.
Degree of interracial marriage.

Degree of identification with Pan~Indianism.
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Degree of successful dual socialization in urban and Indian

inatitutions.

Power a;d Socio~Fconomic Factors

Degree of awareness and aspiration for leadership roles.

Degree to which a bicultural system calls forth leadership

opportunities.

Degree of adaptive capacity (e.g., social, technological skills,

ete.).

Degree of achievement orientation.

Racial Factors

Degree to which physical appearance is noticed,

Degree of actual racial and class discrimination.

Degree to which * ite society is perceived hostile.
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Indianness as their major gsocial identity. This is maintained by the
kin and peer group structures and supported by Pan-Indianness. This
provides the overall gense of Peoplehoed. But like other social
beings, Native Americans form other social identities which, of course,
will have different saliencies. These identities are based more on
group cultures rather than some all pervasive sub-culture.

The present author offers a strategic culturalism model to help in
understanding the complex processes of pluralism. This model suggesta
that people are able to maintain multiple cultural patterns and group
networks. Society cﬁmprises many rings of social life, and people cope
in varying degrees with these social worlds. They strategize their
behavioral patterns to meet the differing role demapnds of each
institutional circle, and in the process they maintain multiple
identities,

The constitutive elements of each milieu are a wide range of
institutional eegtlngs intersected by the ecological structure of the
city. Peroons may identify themselves az & member of a band when with
kin and relativeas. They may identify themselves simply as buddies or
drinking buddies within peer group relaticnships. Persons may consider
themselves blue collar on the job, Native American at church, and
American in commercial and civic interactiona. Factors iu one social
world will effect one's conception of self in other circles. More
precisely, these areas have built-in structural conflicts. People are
more or less succeosful in strategizing these identities in an over all

conpistency.,
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This model views a specific people simultaneously having a variety
of cultural ways such as voluntarily embracing common values in some
institutional areas, involuntarily assiwmilating in other areas, main-
taining distinctiveness in a third area, modifying or refining its dis-
tinctiveness in still aunother area. What additional ;ariablea account
for the differential outcomes of strategile culturalism? The following
conditions are important explanatory factors: 1) the degree of insti-
tutional tolerance for diversity, 2) the degree to which an Llnstitu-
tional area has strong insulating mefhanisma, 3) the ecological
opportunities to sustain cultural diversity, 4) the degree to -which
gemeinachaft qualities are strongly held values, &nd 5) tbe degree to
which the common culture demands standardization of behavior for its
Paying attention to thege factors will hopefully aid

functioning.

research on the dynamic nature of a new piuralism.
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A few yecars ago, in the wake of the Bla
achools began to introduce units in Black 11{
ble that not long after would come Indian 1if
Oriental-American; and now we find Norwaginn;
other ethnic literatures. American Indian 1
ever, holds a very special place in relatio ’
and culture. If our American cu‘lcure differ
large part of that difference comes from the—f
the European-American with the Native Americ‘
our states from the Native Anerlcan-—'ren.neui
necticut, Delavare, Illinois, Iowa, Dakota. |
names for our cities~-Omaha, Yankton, Yakm%
our crestion of the stereofyped Indian hunr.e:
prairies, we forgot that it was the Indisn fL
Ruropean-American how to cultivate potltoeu,;
kin, and squash, We tcok political concepts
Iroquois and incorporated them eventually inf
wve adopted from the Indian such common lteml:
bowe and arrows, and moccasins. Our standa
knowing the Indian very superficially, crelt'
as Chingachgook and Uncas, Ramona, Hiawaths
and Boon Hogganbeck.

Yet, in opite of the many reminders thaf
in it a strong Indian element, an examlnat_.-
lished high school literature series reveals]

from Indian authors. One series, a 1972 pub”
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A few years ago, in the wake of the Black Civil Rights Movement,
schools began to introduce units in Black literature, It was inevita~
ble that not long after wou@d come Indian literature, Chicano,
Oriental-American; and now we find Nbrwegl-n, Swedish, Polish, and many
other ethnic literatures. American Indian literature snd culture, how=
ever, holds a very special place in relationship to American literature
and culture. If our American culture differs from British culture, a
large part of that difference comes from the historical relationship of
JAN LITERATURE AND THE ADOLESCENT the European-American with the Native American. We took the names of

our states from the Native American--Teunessee, Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Illinois, Iowa, Dakota. We used his words and
by names for our cities--Omaha, Yankton, Yakima, Peoria, and Bemidji. In

our creation of the stereotyped Indian hunter who 'roamed" the

Anpn Lee Stensland prairies, we forgot that it was the Indian farmer who first showed the
Universoity of Minnesota Zuropean-American how to cultivate potatoes, melons, corn, beans, pump=

Duluth, Minnesota kin, and squash, We took political concepts from the League of the
Ircquois and incorporated them‘eventually into our Constitution. And
we adopted from the Indian such cowmon items aq;canoeé, snow shoes,
bove and arrows, and moccagins. Our standard American writers, although
knowing the Indian very superficially, created such Indian characters
a8 Chingachgook and Uncas, Ramona, Hiswatha and Minnehaha, Sam Fathers
and Boon Hogganbeck.
Yet, in spite of the many reminders that American culture coatazins
in it a strong Indian element, an examination of three recently pub-
lished high schoél literature series reveals few representative works -

from Ind{an authors. One series, a 1972 publlcatlcn, contains in six
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volumes six traditionnl Indian poems, all very short; one song by a
modern Indian, Buffy Sainte Marie; two gections from N. Scott Momaday's

House Made of Dawn; and a short story by two modern &uthors, one of

whom is Indian. In this series, each volume, except the British litera~

ture text, has at least one Indian work, A second series, 1973 publica-

tion, in oix volumeg has four legends; a poecm by a modern Indian poet,

Emerson Blackhorse Mitchell; a section from Black Elk Speaks and one from

Momaday's The Way to Rainy Mountain, In this series, the seventh grade

book contains the most, the four legends, and the tenth grade book has
nothing. A third series, twelve small papecbacks dsveloped especially,
the teacher's guide oays, for disadvantaged students, has nine volumes
which contain nothing by Tndian authoxs. Two volumes have one short
poem each, and one hac two pooms and a short essay by Hnmadny.l

If these series are typical, it scems that a few very short
traditional poems, in occasional medern short story or poem, o few
legends, N. Scotf Momaday, and Black Elk seem to be the token Indian
repﬁfaentatlons.

Wnere is th- real Indian, the Native American who has played such
a large part in our American history, language, and literature, the
Indian who is not vonishing but, in many parts of the country, is
increacing {n numbers and expressing himself ever more fluently and
impregsively?

The goal here is to suggest & few of the kinds of works which
might be in the American junior and semior high school curriculum,

works which students, Indian and non-Indian alike, could read in order

to understand the important part which the Native American heritage has
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played in the American culture. These works migl
units or elective courses, as is most often happ
incorporated into American literature sequences.

First, all students should be introduced :6
legend. Such study is particularly lppropriqté

tary grades and the junior high. For & teacher |

without introducing Manaborho is simply perpet
stereotype. Better yet, let us eliminate Hiawa

instead some of the Manabozho legends, or storie
tricksters. Manabogho, the Great Hare, is only |
the Algonquian tribes, but an especially approp

of the country. Stories of Old Saynday of the d
of the prairie tribes, or Raven of the west coa

trickster tales which bring us closer to what th
There are many other types of heroes besides th‘
tales, heroes who go on marvelous adventures int]
of rainbow bridges and arrow chains and succea.;
feats of bravery and skill.

In selecting editions of mythology, thé tet
choices he needs to make, If he wants a volume
mythology of 2 mumber of tribes, he can select ]
arly collection which has been around for a long

Tales of the North American Indlans.z Two shorf§

learned collections are The Storytelling Stone,’

Feldmenn, and American Indian Mythology, edited

carol K. Rachlin, A teacher might chcose, on tk
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played in the American culture. These works might be developed into
units or elective courses, as is most often happening, or they could be
1ncorygr-ted into American literature sequences.

firut. all students should be introduced to Indian myth and
legend. Such study is particularly appropriate for the upper elemen-
tary grades and the junior high. For a teacher to talk about Hiawatha
without introducing Manabozho is simply perpetuating the Noble Savage
stereotype. DBetter yet, let us eliminate Hiawatha entirely and ;ead
instead some of the Manabozho legends, or stories of other Indian
tricksters. H;nabozho, the Great Hare, is only ome trickster, that of
the Algonquian tribes, but an eapecially appropriate study in this part
of the country. Stories of Old Saynday of the Kiowas, Coyote of some
of the prairie tribea, or Raven of the west coast tribes, are other
trickoter tales which bring us closer to what the Indian was all about.

There are mony other types of heroes besides the trickster im Indian

-

tales, herocs who go on marvelous adventures into Bgy worlds by means
of rainbow bridges and arrou chaing and successfully complete marvelous
feats of bravery and skill.

in oclecting editions of mythology, the teacher will find some
chofces he needs to make. If he wants a volume which includes the
cythology of a mumber of tribes, he can select the classic and schol-
arly collection which has been around for o long time, Stith Thompson's

Tales of the North American Indiana.z Two shorter and scmewhat less

lenrned collections are The Storytelling Stome, edited by Susan

Feldmann, apd American Indian Mythology, edited by Alide Marriott and

Corol K. Rachlin. A teacher might choose, on the other hand, to use a
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collection of the stories of one pavticular tribe, The Zunis, the Nez
Perce, and the Navajo all héve collectiono done under the auspices of
the present-day tribe, in ocome cases approved by the tribal council,
giving them am authority other collections might not have, There are
also collections done by individual members of the tribe-~Gerald

Vizenor's Anishinabe Adisokan, tales of the Chippewa; Jesse J.

Cornplanter's Legends of the Longhouse, Iroquois tales; and Anna Moore

Shaw's Pima Legends--for example. A dlffereng.kind of work, but one

which is still within the area of legends, is The Way to Rainy Mountain

by N. Scott lcmaday who combines, in a fairly short prose poem, the
mythology of his tribe, the Kiowa, with the history of their journey
from the headwaters of the Yellowstone River to their present heme in
Oklahoma, & journey which the author reconstructed in modern times on a
pilgrimage to his graodmother's grave. The work is beautifully
illustrated by:&h' author's father, a well-known Kiowa artist.

The legenés should be supplemented by the reading of some
tradit ional pqgtry and some oratory. Quite a number of collections of

poetry are available, but two are especially useful: John Bierhoxrst's

In the Trail of the Wind and William Brand n's The %Agic World. A
recent review of Indian poetry collections is critical of Brandon for
taking too much license 1 his translations. The same reviewer finds
Bierhorst's poems closer to the original Indian verslons.3 Again the
teacher has some decisions to make., Brandon says his only criterion in
selecting and translating has been, "do the lines feel good, moving."4

But in the process of making them so, he has changed the meaning and

spirit considerably. The question the teacher must answer is, is it

&

1ii

more important that the work be as true to
Indian song as it can be, or that it be "go
decision 15 the teacher's. If one teaches
there is another volumé by the Chippewa aut

Anishinabe Nagamon, containing a limited n

with gictographs, explanations, and notes.
The stereotyped, silent, grlnlte-flced?
than "ugh" on the television western has be
of collections of Indian oratory. Elpeqiqi‘
either W. C. Vanderwerth's Indian Oratory
Have Spoken. A study of the mystical impor
Indians is demonstrated in theilr poetry as
Who can forget the Priest of the Sun im
when he says of his grandmother: 'You see,:
cine; they were magic and invisible. They
and meaning. They were beyond price; tpey
sold. And she never threw words awny,"s
American fiction and modern television-
stereotypes and half-truths about Indians th
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about Indisns. There are several books by
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Deloria recommends two which are readily awi
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more lmportant that the work be as true to the spirit of the original
Indian song as it can be, or that it be "good English poetry"? "The
decioion is the teacher's. If one teaches in Mlnn;Lota or Wlsconsip,
there is another volume by the Chippewz author, Gerald Vizenor,

Anishinabe Nagamon, containing a limited number of short poems, along

with pictographs, explanations, and notes.

The stereotyped, silent, jranite-faced Indian who says no more
than "ugh" on the television western has been given the lie by a number
of collections of Indian oratory. Especially appropriate here are
either W. C. Vanderwerth's Indian Oratory or Virginia Armstrong's 1
Have Spoken. A study of the mystical importance of the word to all
Indians is demonstrated in their poetry as well as in their oratory.

Who can forget the Priest of the Sun in Momaday's House Made of Dawn

when he says of his grandmother: "You see, for her wordas were medji.-
cine; they were magic and invisible. They came from noﬁhiné into sound
ond meaning. They were beyond price; they could neither be bought or
pold. And she never threw words away."s

American fiction and modern television have created 5o mkny
stereotypes and half-truths about Indians that the junior or senior
high school teacher should chooge very carefully the fiction he teaches
about Indisns. There are several books by white authors which have
been recognized by Indians as accurate pictures of Indian life. Vine
Deloria recommends two which are readily available in paperback: When
the legends Die by Hal Borland and Little Big Man by Thomas Berger.
The third which he recommends, Stay Away, Joe, by Dan Cushman is not

available in paperback.6 A useful novel for junior high school readers,
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{f it could be published in paperback, fs D'Arcy McNickle's Runner in
Certainly every high school library should have the exiating
edition in hard cover. The author, a Flathead Indisn schoIqF and
anthropologist, plays upon the theory that the Indians who dingppeared
wysteriously from their pueblos in Arizona during prehlstorlcaf\;imei
were related to the Indians of Mexico. In this novel, Salt, a yédqg

cliff-dwelling Indisn before the time of the white man, is sent on i\

mission to the Land of Fable (Mexico) to find a way to help his people,

who are without water and the victims of plots among their own clans.
The book has ncuén and intrigue and at the ssame time informs the
student about recognized theories of ancient Indian life.

The best seior high school fiction by an Indian author, of

course, is N. Scott Momaday's House Made of Dawn, a Pulitzer Prize

novel. Its possible faults as a novel have been readily recognized.

It has & rather haty plot line and a well-known hero type, the angry
young man who finds solace in alcohol, drugs, and gex. In this case he
happens to be a modern Indian. Abel returﬁa to his Jemez pueblo home,
where ancient beliesfs and traditious are still strong, followlng his
experience in service during World W§r II. His inability to €ind &
place between the old and new leads him ultimately to commit murder and
to have to go through a period of rehabilitation, which fails. Only
the fact thet the hero is a modern "type,'" which senior high school
students and teacher will recognize, makes possible the teaching of the
book at all. Incidents and motivation are so deep in ancient Indian
culture, which most moderns cannot understand, that without this

familiarity the modern reader would be lost. But for students who make

)

’
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the cffort, even though they do not understand everything, this
extperience of a life very different from their own will be a rewarding
one.

Indian biography and autobiography offer perhaps the greatest
choice of materials for introducing the adolescent to Indian culture.
For the junior high school my first choice would be Charles Eastman's
Indisn Boyhocd. This has one great advantage over almost all other
Indian sutobiographies of the same period. Although the author lived
from 1858 until 1873 in the tribal society, he went on to school at
Dartmouth and to an M.D. Degree at Boston University, so his story is
not an “ag told to' autobiography. It 1;;ent1rely his; no editor or
recorder intervened to misinterpret the events. The @uthor, Ohiyesa,
calls this the story of his "wild life," in which he records the cus-
toms, the stories told in the lodge, the games the boys played, and the
life the family lived in a shifting, frightening society, fleeing from
the Sioux Uprising in Minnesota. This book has enough excitement and
boyishness to appeal to junior high school youngsters, and at the same
time it is unique in its authority and in the coherence and fluency
with which it is written.

The most often read and taught semior high school Indian

autobiography ic John Neihardt's Black Elk Speaks, the story of the

Oglala Sioux holy man, his visiona and his disappointments., This is
the clasgic among "as told to" autobiographies, and certainly Neihardt
has gone far to capture the easence of his subject. But the reader
does have to recognize that Jobn‘Neihardt is a large ﬁart of that book.

Because of its difficulty and strangeneas for most modern students,
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reading and trying to comprehend Black Elk's mystical experiences
should perhap: come only after a considerable amount of prior reading
from Indian mererials,

A vast mamber of "as told to" autobiographies are in print. Soce,
like Geronimo's story told to 5. M, Barr;tt, or Blsck Hawk'as story told
to Donald Jackson, were recorded because the subject was famous his-
torically; otkers becsuse the subject was related to or fought for a
famous chief, auch as Ciyo "Nifio" Cochise who told his story to A.

Kioney Griffeth, or Jason Betzinez, whose story, 1 Pought with Geronimo,

was edited by Wiltur Sturtevant Nye. The degree of the editor's or
recorder's intrusion into the story depends to some extent on the sub-
ject's facility with English, but to some extent also on the recorder's
eagerness to intrude or his willingness to stay out. Black Elk did not
know Englich, so his story had to be told to his son,HBen, who then
told it in English tc Neihardt, who wrotggit dovm, edited it, and par-
ticularly imposed his cwn order on it. Somewhat the same procedure was
used in the case of Geronimo who, while he was a prisoner of war at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, told his story to Asa Daklugie, a chief who had
fought with him, Daklugie, who had received :ome education from
whites, translated the story for S. M., Barraett, a white Superintendent
of Education in nearby Lawton, Oklshoma. The editor in this case chose
not to rearrange the work in order to make it cohereng but rather kept
it as much as Geronimo told it as he could. One story-=that of Moun-
tain Wolf Homsn, a Winnebago--was told by the subject in Winnebago inte

a tape recorder, She thean translated her own words into English. This

work was then edited by Nancy Lurie.
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More recent Indismg have told their stories in order to explain
either their way of life in the Indian society or their problems in
making the transition into white society. An example of the first type
of biography is Kay Bennett's Xaibah, a fine junior high schoel auto-
biography of special interest to girls. Kaibah tells of her life as a
young Ravajo growing up from 1928 to 1935, caring for the family sheep,
attending festivals, and suffering sadness as each child in the family
went away to school, until finally it was Kaibah's turn. This auto-
biography has no editor or recorder. Two autobiographies of the -ecgnd
type, adjustoent from the Indian world into the white world, are both\\\\
by Hopi women, both also told through an edltor--Pglinglysi Qoyawayma's
No Turning Back and Helen Sekaquaptewa's Me and Mine--but since both
women have good educstions, the readey assumes there has been & minimum

of editing. In Miracle Hill: the Story of a Navaho Boy, Emerson

Blackhorse Mitchell tells through his character, Broneco, his own story
of his desire to learn about the white man's world. This work wag
wvritten during a creative writing course at the Institute of Amerxican
Indian Arts. The teacher, Mrs. T. D. Allen, conscientiously changed
only what she had to in order to make the_work understandable,

Two collections of many kinds of materials by Indisn authors have

been dome by Indian editors. Onme, American Indiam Authors, by Natachee

Scott Momaday, the mother of N. Scott Momaday and an editor and author
in her own right, is a kind of rendy-;lde‘unlt, including four legeands,
some traditional poetry, éhapters from a\;tobiographles, and some modern
short stories and poetry. Supplemented by a collection of legeands, a

novel, or a full-length autobiography, this small and inexpensive

o

149



147

publication could be used at either junior or senior high school level.
Although big and expensive, any teacher who is going to teach Indian
litarature Should have at least one copy of Thomas E. Sanders and

Walter W. Peek's Literature of the American Indian available. The

introduction to the book as a whole, as well ag the introductions to
each section of the book, are invaiuable to the teacher, The book also
contains a wealth of selections from legends to traditional poetry, to
oratory, to modern short stories, poetry, and protest literature.

The preparation of the teacher for Indian literature, especially
the non-Indian teacher, is quite important, The teacher needs to know
and understand more than the students do in order ﬁo prevent inadvert~-
ently teaching the strreotypes which are so prev}lent in our society.

. Reading Indian myth or poetry, for example, can lead students to think
that Indians worshiped the Great Hare, or thé Sun, or stone %mages,
perpetusting the ' athen savage stereotype. Charles Eastmln}\%n The

Soul of the Indian, wrote, '". . . the Indian no more worshiped the Sun

than the Caristian adores the Cross."’ The Indian worshiped the Great
Spirit or the Great Mystery. But that God was not one which, like the
Judeo-Christian God, created man in his own image, thereby p. .zing man
above the éniyals. Thé Indian god is a spirit found in birds, animals,
rocks, clogg!, and thunder, just as well as in man. For *his reason in
myths apd/;oetry, man, animals--anything in nature--fuse and exchange .
place;: Animals and birds talk to man. Man speaks to Loon, Bear,
Raven, or Coyote, not the individual animal, but the essence or spirit

of the animal. And the trickster becomes a cloud or a man or an

9
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animal, oo the situation requires. All of life is one, ard the Great
Mystery permeates it all.

What follows io a bricf outline of a unit or course which could be
used in the junior high scheol and one for the senior high school which
would build on it.

For the junior high school, Hatachee Scott Momaday's American

Indian Authors, supplemented by Feldmsnn's The Storytelling Stone, N.

Scott Momaday's The Way to Rainy Mountain, and Charles Fastman'd Irdian
Boyhood, are nusts, All of these works have some legends on which the

study at this level would be centered. The Way to Rainy Mountain and

Indian Boyhood would also give students a bit of history and the Indian -
way of life. If the teacher then wanted studeats to think a bit more

about modern Indian problems and feelings, the Momaday American Indian

Authors would offer a good selection of modern short astories znd

poetry. Hopefully, the school library would also have available for

individual reading and reports McNickle's Runner inm the Sunm, Bennett's

gaibah, ond Foerson Blackhorse Mitchell's Miracle Hill.

For the senior high school, continued use of the Feldwann
collection of legends, and the Thompson collecticu, or perhaps o col=
lection of the legends of a particular tribe such as Vizenor's, are
eritical. 1In addition, a good collection of traditional poetry, such

as Bierhorst's, and House Made of Dawn and Black Elk Spegks are also

important. individual student reading could be done fn the mAny biog-

raphies and autobiographies from different tribes, giving students an

jdea of the great diversity of values and life styles omong Indians,

151




e & S R EIAT A

1h9

With cheoe works students will kacw at least a little about rheiv FOOTNOTES

Indian cultural heritage.

1. Fhnilip MeParland, ed., Houghton Mifflin Li

Before anyone starts cuch o stuldy, our non-Ilndian high school )
(Bostoa, 1972); Leo B. Kneer, ed., Americs
students will mistakenly believe that they know Indians. Haven't they
Illinois, 1973); Bethel Bodine, et al, eds;
played Cowboys and Indians? Haven't they watched TV westerns and even
: (Menlo Park, California, 1974).
historical documentaries about the Indian Wars? Hiawatha, the Lone ]
2. Fuller entries for books discussed and rev
Ranger'n Tonto, Romena, the Indions of Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show E
be found in the sccompanying bibliography..
. and their ouccessors in numerous Indian ceremonials performed for
quoted or used as authority is it footnote
tourists, the "Indian Love Czll," and the cigar-store Indian are all ao

3, William Bevis, "American Indian Verse Tran
familigr to ocur adolescents su the proverbial hot dogs and apple pie.

. Eoglish, 35 (March, 1974), pp. 693-703.
But these are not the real Native Amcrican who inhabited these lands.

4. William Brandon, ed., The Magic World (Wew)
Ohiyesa, Kaibah, Black Elk, and Emerson Blackhorse Mitchell are.

5. N. Scott Momaday, House Made of Davm (New
Beenuse of well-intentioned educators of the late nineteenth and early :

Vine Deloria, Custer Died for Your Sins
twenticth cer*uriesn who tried to otamp out the Indian languege and cul- -

7. Charles Eastman, The Soul of the Indisan

turc, many of our wo’ern Indian otudents do not really know their heri~
toge ag well as they might. But whether our studeats axe Indiaa ox

non-Indian, Native American culture is a part of American culture, and

it should be recognized as such.
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FOOTNOTES

Philip MeFarland, cd., Houghton Mifflin Literature Series, 6 vols.

{Boston, 1972); Leo D. Kneer, ed,, America Reads, 6 vols. (Glenview,

Illinois, 1973); Bethel Bodine, et al, eds., Voices of Man, 12 vols.

(Menlo Parle, California, 1974).

Fuller entxies foi' books discussed and reviewed in this paper will
be fcund in the accoupanying bibliography. Ouly when a source is
quoted or used as authority is it footnoted.

William Bevis, "Awerican Indian Verse Translations," College
English, 35 (March, 1974), pp. 693-703.

William Brandon, ed., The Magic World (New York, 1971), p. XIV.

N. Scott Momaday, House Made of Dawn (New York, 1968), p. 89.

Vine Deloria, Custer Died for Your Sins (New York, 1969), p. 23.

Charles Eastman, The Soul of the Indian (Rapid City, 1970), p. 3.
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The essay by Nicholas J. Karolides brings the que

Part IXI

avareness in a literary sease to contemporary t
THR AFRO~-AMZRICAK EXFERIENCE ' ture is viewed as a method of developing awarene

While the first four essays in this sectiom
The seven essays in this section deal with a variety of approsches
perspective, the Wilaon Moses comtribution shift
to the question of identity &nd awvarencss in the minority experieace.
: historical. The quest for self-improvement and ¢
Hiatorical, literary, snd contemporary efforta are discussed in ways 1
nationalism are linked to the problem of individe
that illustrate the special importance of the questions, past and -
vidual identity. KElizabeth Parker's essay takes
present, for Black Americans. The range and scope of the essays sug-
< , tive in examining the development of racisl prid
gest a variety of parallels and differences within the minority ] |
“Legacy” of Washingtom and Woodson have to do wit
experience.
past which in turn relates to individusl Black
Winthrop Jordan, &8s noted in the Introduction, in his important
The concluding essay by Gerald E. Thomas
study White Over Black implies that many Americans have too easily

educational programs in the coatext of resociali

blamed the English for American racial attitudes. The first essay in ]
. identity of the Black atudeat and the bi-cultura

this section puts that thesis to the test, and Jirmy Lec Williams con- C

experience in America suggest significant paralle

cludies that Shakespear> was reflecting the prevailing attitudes of his

of Native-Americans, Latinos, and other racisl m

time in the plays discuosed. The question of Black identity and aware- 1
temporary exphasis of thia essay brings the hiatd

£ ness are viewed from the negatlﬁe side, as developed by the English. }
] end, and the reader can see that Shakespeare's "¢

The carry-over of the thexz is scen in the easay by Roger Whitlow and ]
than any other hue. . . ." (see Willisms' essay)

hia penetrating discussion of race and sexuality. The eatire issue is
R potent phrase than "Black is beautiful"; and in

really & matter of identity, for all involved, and the race-sex problem

. the existence of the phrases would be important
g distorted in a plethora of vays to either deny the Black man's identicy
: and awareness among both Blacks and whites.
or uplift the white man's.

W. Bedford Clark exemines the mulatto tradition in literature, o

search for identity in two worlds. The essay illustrates the conti-
; npuity of concern over ideatity and self-awareness in Black fiction.
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ture is viewed as a method of developing swareness and self-identity.
While the first four essays in this section deal with a literary
perspective, the Wilson Moses contribution shifts the emphasis to the
historical. The quest for self-improvement and the tradition of Black
pationalism are linked to the problem of individual uplift, and indi-
vidual identity. Elizibcth Parker's essay takes an historical perspec-
tiv; {n exanining the development of racial pride among Blacks. The
"Legacy" of Washington anl Woodson have to do with an awareness of the
past which in turn relates to individual Black awareness snd identity.
The concluding essay by Gerald E. Thomas addresses the issue of
educationsl programs in the context of resocialization. The self-
fdentity of the Black student and the bi-cultural pature of the Black
experience in America suggest significant parallels in the experiences
of Native-Americans, Latinos, and other racial minorities. The com-
temporary ewphasis of this essay brings the historical precédentl to an
end, and the reader can see that Shekespeare's "Coal-black is better
than any cther hue. . . ." (see Willisms' essay) is perhaps a more
potent phrase than "Black is beautiful®™; and in either case, knowing

the existence of the phrases would be {mportant in developing identity

and awareness among both Blacks and whites.
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The first thematic link Retween Titus Andr
discussed here is Shakespeare's treatment of bla
passionate figures. Although Shakespeare, as we
probably had the opportunity to observe black

ceptions of them probably came from popular lore

Because of that, some background information may!
necessary.l
During the sixteenth and seventeenth centur:
increasingly interested in distant lands and the:
were especially interested in Africa because of
notions of Africa and Africans did not, of cour;
during the sixteenth cenr.u:ry.2 But books of trli
the period served as fuel for already fired-up
tributed greatly to a widespread fixation of man
b lacks.

In 1555 William Waterman published The Fard]

conteining the auncient manners, customes and th

enhabiting the two parts of earth called Affric

Jones described the effect of this work:

The effects of the Fardle of Facions was not to

the world, but rather give currency to old atori
book does for Africa. . . . Occasionally an old

by the addition of some new detail or a rather ’
. + » Of the Icthiophagi, we learu that after the
uppon their women, even as they come to hande wi:

.« ." This had of course been less vividly said
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The first thematic link between Titus Andronicus and Othello

discussed hefe is Shakespeare's tréltment of black men as exotic and
passionate figures. Although Shlke{pelre, as we shall later see,
probahly had the opportunity to observe black people, most of his con=
ceptions of them probably came from popular lore and books of travel.
Because of that, some background information may be both ﬁseful and
necessary.l

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Englishmen became

increasingly interested in distant lands and their inhabitants. They

were especially interested in Africa because of its exoticism, Exotic

notions of Africa and Africans did not, of course, begin in Englind

during the sixteenth century.2 But books of travel published during
the period served as fuel for already fired-up imaginations. They con=
tributed greatly to & widespread fixation of many unfavorable images of
b lacks.

In 1555 William Waterman published The Fardle of Pacions

conteining the auncient manners, customes and the laves of the peoples

enhabiting the two parts of earth called Affricke and Asie. Eldred
Jones described the effect of this wor#:

The effects of the Fardle of Facions was not to give new knowledge of
the world, but rather give currency to old stories. This is all the
book does for Africa. . . . Occasionally an old subject is highlighted
by the addition of some new detail or & rather more vivid description.
. . . Of the Icthicphagi, we learn that after their meals hthey falle
uppon their women, even as they come to hande withoute any choyse.

. . " This had of course been less vividly said before. Passages

16i
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like this . . . would be responsible for the association of dark people

with lust. (This would be in line with what by the mid-sixteenth cen-
tury had become part of the popular lore, namely that the nearer the
sun people lived, the more hot-blooded they tended to be.)3

Also in 15535 Richard Fden published (along with his translation of
Peter Mart 's Decades) the first two accounts o English voyages to
Africa--Thomas Windham's voyages to Guinea in 1553 and John Lok's voy-
age to Mina in 1554-1555. From the standpoint of truth, Eden marred
both of these accounts by adding incredible stories, but at least one
significant literary work capitalized on and was enriched by the
fantasy he added. In Lok's account, Eden
w, . . parades the men without heads--Blemines~-along with Strucophagi,
Anthropophagi, and all the other strange peoples of Pliny, with a
gullibility surprising in such an otherwise far-sighted man. But had

he not given these tales currency, Othello's life history would have
4

been poorer, and his language less picturesque."
Books of travel, that supposedly told the truth, simply reinforced

Elizabethans' "psychologically" based aversion for Moors.

"The theory of the humors, the basis of Elizabethan psychology,

maintained that men were of different complexions, statures, and coun-

tenances of mind and body &ccording to the climate of the country of

their birth. This theory conveniently reserves most of the virtues for

the people of the North and characterizes those of the Scuth as jevalous,

5

superstitious, cowardly, lascivious, cruel and inhuman."
Shakeupeare's image of the black man was not only influenced by

popular lore and books of travel (and, as we have seen, the two are

Q 16
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often not distinct), it was probably also influef

The Battle of Alcazar. Peele's play 'gave the Ed

full portrait of a Moor,"® 1t 1is base@”ﬁiﬁn the ;
", . . famous battle of Alcazar in whilp the your
Sebastian perished along with the flowei\pgfgorti
which the almost legendary Englishman captain Thd
life. In the historical accounts of the battle
lain of the plece. The son of a Negro mother, hd
black king,' and was represented as luring an in;
death in the deserts of Africa. . . . Peele's pl:
good deal to fix the stereotype of "Moor, 7
From the foregoing, one may deduce that the?

mirrored in the minds of Englishmen during Shake

highly unfavorable. During that time Englishmen:

ions of foreignérs in general, but they aeem to
contempt for the people they called Moors. They:

el
contemptuous of ktalians, Jews, and Turks.
i

W

With the abo;e background in mind, we will s
Shakespeare's treatment of black men--Aaron and 0
extent he makes use of the stereotypic notions an|
goes against the grain. Before beginning that e:
establish Shakespeare's fundamental conception of
for if their basic roles in their respective plly

then anything we say about them can easily become

Levin, in The Power of Blackness--a study of the

romanticism in the writings of Poe, Melville, ani
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h and characterizes those of the South as jealous,
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often not distinct), it’was probably also influenced by George Peele's

The Battle of Alcazar. Peele's play ''gave the English stage its first

fuil portrait of a Moor."6 It is based upQn the

", . . famous battle of Alcazar in which the young Portuguese king
Sebast ian perished along with the flower of Portuguese youth, and in
which the almost legendary Englishman captain Thomas Stukeley lost his
life. 1In the historical accounts of the battle Muly Hamet was the vil=-
lain of the piece. The son of a Negro mother, he was known as ‘the
black king,' and was represented as luring an innocent king to his
death in the deserts of Africa. . . . Peele's play must have done a
good deal to fix the stereotype of 'Moor.'"7

From the foregoing, one may deduce that the images of Africans
mirrored in the minds of Englishmen during Shakespeare's time were
highly unfavorable; During that time Englishmen held rather low opin-
ions of foreigners in general, but they seem to have held a special
contempt for the people they_called Moors. They were also highly
contemptuous of Italians, Jews, and Turks.

With the above background in mind, we will soon begin to examine
Shakespeare's treatment of black men~--Aaron and Othello--to see to what
extent he makes use of the stereotypic notions and to what extent he
goes against the grain. Before beginning that examination, we must
establish Shakespeare's fundamental conception of these two characters;
for if their basic roles in their respective plays are not made clear,
then anything we say about them can easily become muddled. Harry

Levin, in The Power of Blackness--a study of the force of negative

romanticism in the writings of Poe, Melville, and Hawthorne--makes that
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fundamental distinction rather succinctly and forcefully,
"When Shakespeare first addressed himself to tragedy, he made his

villain a black man, Aaron the Moore in Titus Andronicus., Later, with

more understanding of life's complexities, he could make a noble Moor
his hero, and portray Othello victimized by a white villain known as
'honest Iago.‘"8
Indeed, as Marion Smith puts it, "In Othello black is white with a
vengeance."9

By and large, Aaron's character is in accord with two of the
stereotyped notions held about blacks during the Elizabethan period--
not ions which persist even today in much of the Western world, that
they are lascivious and extremely cruel. Aaron is certainly not super-
stitious, nor is he jealous. Whether or not he is a coward is perhaps
a debatable point. The present writer is more inclined to see his
manipulations and opportunisms as an explnitation of Machiavellian
tactics similar to those employed by lago rather than as cowardice.
| Aaron both promotes and destroys the myth that blacks are by nature
lascivioué. In his first speech, a soliloquy, we see him plotting to
"mount aloft" with his “imperial mistress," Tamora, who by her marriage
to Saturninus is out of "fortune's shot."” Here he is boasting about
how his sexual prowess has enslaved her:
+ + . Aaron, arm thy heart, and fit thy thoughte to Mount aloft with
thy imperial mistress,

And mount her pitch, whom thou in triumph long

Has prisoner held fetter'd in amourcus chains

And faster bound téjAaron's charming eyes
Than is Prometheus tied to Caucaus, (lI, i, 11
Yet, when the opportunity for love-making comed
enough, it is not he, but Tamora, who takes th
thoughts are on revenge: '

No, madam, these afe no veneral signs.

Vengeance is in my heart, death in my hand,

Blood and revenge are hammering in my head.

Hark, ?amora, the empress of my soul,
Which never hopes more heaven than rests in the
This 1is the day of doom for Bassianusj; v
His Philomel must lose her tongue to-day,
Thy sons make pillage of her chastity
And wash their hands in Bassianus' bleod. (IIf
But, as later events in the play reveal, Aaron»
business in plotting revenge, manage to squeeze
Venus. Proof lies in the birth of his son by ?t
Aaron is not simply speaking ia the guise
Tamora that he "never hopes [for] more heaven t
Throughout the play Shakespeare explodes the no
religious. Most Moors at the time were believe
that was not held in their favor-~because, for
tainly were not Christian. That Aaron is atheii
dialogue which follews his avowal to Lucius tha

ing about the "wondrcus" things ke has performe

swear that hiis child shall 1live.
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Titus' eons in Bassianus' narder.

(6 chara.ter Uere can be ong

Tree

Shierve,

S, Fer othar T inag

obyothart gl he swears,
Therefore thou shalt vow

ool suever it be,

it hu revereuce,

toowourish amd bring b ap;

to thee, (V,

i, 71-15)

viter Leelus swears that his som will live, Aaroa susmarizes all

he vertainly lives up to the wotien tha: Moors
!oan be who dnstructed Demetrius and Chivon to
Hassianus,  He wrote the letter and planted the
tle played the

wolded Saturninus,  After Aarva recounts

e dus oasks ng TAre thou not sorry for these
2y, Aarin replies, "Sye that I had not dene

that we caanot accept
about Aarcs: UAaron the Hoor is the kind of

curicsite, and whose

devan therefore cau uct he telt horvible, They

nature ror there is o ndture in him."lu Althoi
eiplivitly say so, the ifnplication is that he se
tigure; there 1s wore to hin than that, Aaron d4
humanity. aaron's passionate defense of his aon\
ex1bits a much more normal filial devotion than'
hiis sons simply because the latter baclks Bassian
saturninus for Lavinia's hand in marriage. Morei
twenty-two of his other sons in the various batt

enemies, Aaron is certainly no more inhumane th:
and Lucius is not to be excepted., Lucius, who w

the wounds of the state, decrees that Aaron be p‘
the earth and starved to death and that Tamora's

the birds of prey. 3hakespeare, even 3 this eaz
tent to deal with types, but with men. Suffice {
Shakespeare is the great Christian moralist that |
have us believe he is, "there is a Christian cate

ner--that will not censtrict the humanity ot any’
human being can be a sinner."ll

In our discussion of Aaron, we have seen thg
wan and type side by side., His juxtaposition of
and as a type is much more elaborate and intricaty
is in Titus. Shakespeare creates dramatic temsio
the major characters veice the various stereotypf

and oy letting Othello's true nature belie the no
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Gceen thererore can owo! e felt werrible,  fhey doouol vinlate hin
) s el . .
Labape foro there Lo udture du bim,' Although Van Doren does not

wplication is that he sees Aaron as a norality

tiguce; thaore 16 twre Lo hinm than that,  Aaron does evidence some
numanity,  aadros's passionate defense of his son is noble; indeed, he
erhibits a much mere normal filial devotion than Titus who slays one of
nis sons simply because the latter backs Bassianus rather than
saturninus for Lavinia's hand in marriage. lMoreover, Titus sacrificed
twenty-two of his other sons in the various battles against Rome's
enemies. Aaron is certainly no wmore inhumzne than the other characters
and Lucius .s not to be excepted., Lucius, who was supposed to bindtup
the wounds of the rtate, decrees that Aaron be planted breast-deep ;n
the earth and starved to death gnd that Tamora's corpse be thrown to
the birds of prey., Shakespeare, even in this early play, was not con-
tent to deal with types, but with men, Suffice it to say here, that if

shakespeare i3 the great Christian moralist that many critics would

.have us believe he is, "there is a Christian category--that of the sin-

pd

ner--tpat will not constrict the humanity of anyone, hecause only a

human being can be a sinner,"l1

In our discussion of Aaronm, we have seen that Shakespeare places .
can and type side by side. His juxtaposition of the black man as a man
aud as a type ib wuch more elaborate and intricate in Othello than it
iz in Titus., shakespeare creates dramatic tension by having many of
the s jor characters veice the various stereotypic notions about Moors

and uv letting Othello's “rue nature belie the notions., He alse
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votee about Gthello,  Jaeo tedl s odovipg that (o ello is o proud map

who would not Yisten to the great cnes dho interecded on bio behalf fov
the lieutenancy, e says that Othelle vas anable to Jdefend his choice

of g

isin and evaded the "preat caes” with bombast fc phirases "Horribly

stutfed with epithess of war"™ (1, i, 14). tthello, as we shall see, 1s

ot an unsound soldier; neither i ne a loudemouthed soldier. when
i firabant in and others brandish their swords at Othello, the latter

replies calmly: "Put up your bright swords or the dew "bleed ! will

rugt them, /Goed signior, you shall more command with yearss Than with

your weapons'” /I, ii, 3%-61), othello, then, is ¢onfident of Yis

rrowess, but he i9 net a bray-adesio,

In telling Brabautio obour posdenona's auwd 0thella's elopousnt,

fapo depicts Othello as an myly, subbuwan creatnure who i containat iagy

4 the pure Desdemona:
hven now, now, very aow, au old hlach vam
4 : Is tupping your white cwes 1, L, Hk=845)

¢ The devil will zake a urandsire of yeu, (I, i, 41}

Tou'll nave vour daventer covered with a parlary oran, ey

nephiew. neiph te vou, veu'll have ~oursers for courineg, aol
jennets for germans, I, i, 11l-11%3l¥

oo tide meantly fmagne, doderign adds the charne that vohelll o a

CRrons ., . Hascivious Meort i1, §, UV, We cannet ac
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Civar,  noderisu iuod teeeced soitor, and lago |
woenged by Cthello oo twe countg--that he deserwv
i aot pet and ehat ethelloe tas made him a cuck

Civiug about fano's character when he goes off to
& & K

vi love" I, i, LO7) to the very man that he hasi

o pet a rense of his perverted logic when he
ot war the Venetians have nut another of Othello!
lead their business” (I, i, 153=154), Is it thed
vhoice of Cassio for the lieutenancy is wrong?
cuts the testimony of these two witnesses before‘
us to judge him,

When QOthello appears he shows no sign of be
"scurvy and provoking terms" (I, ii, 8) that Bral
iim, Nor is he prowvoked by ihe insults of the 54
peare is very careful to show that there has beed
in Othelle's and Desdemona’s relationchip:

“hat 1 did love the Moor to live with him,

My downvight viclence and storm of fortunes
May trumpet to the world, My heart's subdued
Even to the very qualiry of my lord,

to=aw Othello's visape in his wind,

Amd to vis honers and nis valian®t parts

<id wy soul and fertunes consecrate,

soothat, dear lerds, if T he left behind,

Aorwth ot peace, and tie 0 to the war,

e ovitey Tor wh Do love hin are bereft ne,
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ays that vrlello ras unable t. ats choive alne get a rense of his perverted logic when he admits that in matters

he Mgroat ol Y sitn Tombastde phavases orzibly of war the Venetians have not ancther of Othetlo's “fathom . . . /To

of war" (I, i, 1%}, othello, as we shall see, io 1ead thesr busigess' (I, i, 133-154), Is it then likely that Othello's

3 nelther is e meushed seldier,  dhen choice of tassio for the lieutenancy is wreng? Shakespeare then under-

randish their swon taoat i 1%, the latter cuts the testimony of these two witnesses before the hero appears for

up your bright swords or the Jdew _blood will us to judge him,

lor, you shall more coumand with vears/ Than with When Othello appears he shows no gign of being perturbed at the

59~61), ¢rioells, then, {5 oourident of hig "acurvy and proveking terms" (I, ii, 8) that Brabantio used against

a braggado. io, :im. Nor is he provoked by the insults nf the senators, And Shakes-

tio abrut Dewlicopa's tiello by eloperment, peare is very vereful to show that there has been no sexual promiscuity
an ugly, subhumn oreatnre who i contamivat ing in Nthellots and Desdemona'’s relationship:

chat 1 odid love the Moor to live with him,

» 8n old biack vas v downrigat violence and storm of fortunes
we: (I, i, ot ©oray trumpet to the werld, My heart's subdued
randsire of yom, 1. ., ‘I ¢ Fuea to the very quality of my lord,

er coversd with o Carhare ovse, ot e T oeaw oohelln's vicare in his nmind,

ou, you'll rave [N ey, oa ! At e cas honers and his valiant parts

I, i,’111~11?)15 . oowelonr owoul and fortun consecrare,

ERodetigw alls i Jharee Jhat thelle eoa . othar, dear lords, if 1 be left belind,
Moor' ‘I, i, 1JT:. we anpet acoent vhe feotie Lometh of peace, and be po to the war,

esses,  Thar Ivey o osre e o altoos e Tor which 1 leve him are bereft me,
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and I a beavy interim ciall suppert

By tis dear abuence. Lot ve po with hin, (1, iii, 249-260)
fthelle very guickly seizew upon Desdemona's request to acconpany itim
to the impending war, bur he uiniwizes the importance of the "rites"

which hie, as well as she, will Lo bereit of if she dees not accoupany

frigi: ’
Let her have your vuoives,

Vouch with me, eaven, 1 therefore bep it pot
Tw please the palate of my appetite,

Noy to vcomply with heat--the young affects

In me defunct--and proper satisfaction,

But to be free and bounteous to her mind.

And Heaven defend your good souls, that you think
I will your serious and great business scant

For she is with me. No, when light-vinged toys
uf feathered Cupld seel with wantun dullness

My speculative and officed instruments,

Thaat my disports corrupt and taint my business,
Let housewives make a skillet of ny helm,

And all indign and base adversities

Malke head against my «tization! (I, 1ii, Z61-27%

othello, 1t seems, i cloarly aware of the belief that Moors are
considered lascivivus, and he wants to dispel ilat uotion. We may add
that chakespeare wanted to repudiate that notion teo, because "rhe

is Jbakespeare's invent fon.

vouyy atfects” n hin Vdeinnet”

Q i)

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Yet, when Othello and Desdemona are united
neutral territory, Othello shews that his love £
totally platonic, that the passion of youth is n
Cone, my dear love,

The purchase made, the fruits are to ensue--
That profit's yet to come 'tween me and you, (I
Iago knows that Desdemona's body is very importa

fact, lago's allegation that Desdemona has given

puts Othello "into a jealousy go strong/ That Jud
(11, 1, 310-311). :
Shalkespeare does not predispose Othello to
into him, via Iago, of course, Stoll is absolufz
"There can be no question, for those who either \
hearken to critical authority, of Othello's lack
before temptation, and being jealous thereupon wi
he is running counter to his source in doing so0,
the matter certain, not only at first hand, in tﬁ
character, hut by the comment of the villain and §
in the story, the hero included."l3
Indeed, shakespeare is so careful not to predispo
that, when he actually does become jealous, Desd {
it though the worldly-wise Euilia can., Observe t
between Desdemona and Emilia regarding the loss o;
ves., Believe me, I had rather have lost my purse |
Full of crusados,

And, but my noble Moor

[+ true of mind and nade of no such baseness
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Yet, when Othello and Desdemona are unitgd in Cyprus, a mwre
neatral territory, Othelle shows that tis love for Desdemona is not
totally platenic, that the passion of yeuth is not dead;

i Gome, my dear love,
The purchase made, the fruits are to ensue--

| That profit's yet to come 'tween me and you. (II, iii, 8-10)

lago knows that Desdemona's body is very important to Othello, In
tact, Iago's allegation that Desdemona has given her body to Cassio
puts Othello "into a jealousy so strong/ That judgment cannot cure
(11, 1, 310-311).

Shalkespeare does not predispose Othello to jealousy; he breeds it

into him, via Iago, of course. Stoll is absolutely right when he says,

There can be no question, for those who either heed the text or
hearken to critical authority, of Othello's lacking the jealous nature
he is running counter to his source in doing so, Shakespeare has made

the matter certain, net only 4t first hand,

i

I

! before temptation, and being jealous thereupon without it, . . . Though
|

; in the presentation of the

| vharacter, but by the comment of the villain and almost everybody elge
i

i in the story, the hero included."13

Indeed, shakespeare is so careful not to predispose uthello to jealousy
that, when he actually does become jealous, Desdemvna cannot perceive
Lo thouph the wo}ldly-wise Emilia can, Observe the follewing dialogue
between Jesdemona and Eaillie regarding the less of the handkerchief:
Jes,  Believe we, 1 had rather have leost my purse

tiil oer crusades.  And, but ¢y noble Muor

toae of aint and nede of no such baseness
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as jealius creatures dre, ot el £ty

To put ¢ to LlL thinking.

Emil, Is ne aot jealons!

Des, who, be? { think the sun where he was bora
Drew all such humors frow him, (LII, iv, 253

Mikhail Morozov has done analyses of the wmajor characters in
vthello based on the imagery which the characters themselves used. His
study reveals that Uthello's‘imagery falls into two distinct categories:
the very lofty or peetic and the bestial.'* The beast imagery parallels
lago's, but Othello never uses it until his wind has been polsoned by
lago. The poetic or lofty imagery 15 never completely abandoned, but
it renppears very strongly after Cthello recognizes Iago's plot. Thus,
we see the Moor of a free and opeun nature 1s transformed by jealousy,
"the green-eyed monster which doth mock/ the meat it feeds on" (III,
iii, 166-167). Part of the etfectiveness of Othello's character lies
in his not being predisposed to jealousy; his free and open nature is
precisely the reason lago is able tu work his helnous plan so well.

Although Shakespeare did not start out with a jealous man, he did

start out with an insecure one. Matthew Proser, in The Heroic Image,

wmakes a strong argument that Othello suffers from an inferiority com-
plex. Cthello's references to his '"service to the state” as a shield
against brabantio's wrath and in defense ¢f his reputation in his dying
moments support that view, Moreover, a feeling of insecurity is proba-
bly the only significant characteristic {other than physical ones),
which Aaren and Othelle share. Their shared feeling of insecurity has

a cormnn source--alienation, the result of their being black in an all

white society. If oue can really believe that
have a credible motive for what they do, one ca
Aaron's behavior only in terms of the effect of
alien, Iin an all white society. Moreover, woul
wedding night, as Othello does, have to emphati
ing officials that he will not "scant” their gri
“light-winged toys of . . . Cupid"? Hardly.
Closely, perhaps inherently, related to th
passionate and exotic figures are the themes of!
cegenation. Let me say at the outset that it
about what Shakespeare's attitudes are towards
lations are wade they should be made on the bas
selves. Employing that method is stllllthe bes
difficulties inherent in the method. First,th
author's work may be but need not be, his own.
Aaron, Shakespeare was probably capitalizing u
Hemet. Therefore, although we are perhaps not
Shakespeare as a great moralist, philosopher, p
we must never forget that he was first and fore
urote for a living. Yet, as shown impilcltly
ment of black men as exotic and passionate fis;
more explicitly in what follows, Shakespeare
as we must remember that Shakespgare was well
ences liked, conversely we must remember that h

imitator of the success of others. In treating

hatred and nmiscegenation, he creates a dramatic
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white society. If one can really believe that villains have or should
nave a credible motive for what they do, one can rationally explain
Aaron's behavior only in terms of the effecct of his being black, an
alien, in an all white sociery. Moreover, would any Venetian on his
wedding night, as Othello does, have to emphatically assure the govern=
ing officials that he will not "scant" their great business for the
"light-winged toys of ., . . Cupid"? Hardly.

Closely, perhaps inherently, related to the theme of black men as
passionate and exotic figures are the themes of racial hatred and mis~
cegenation., Let me say at the outset ;pac it is dangerous to speculate
about what Shakespeare's attitudes aré towards blacks, but if any specu-~
lations are made they should be made on the basis of the plays them-
selves. Employing that method is still the best in spite of the
difficulties inherent in the method. First, the ideas expressed in an
author 's work may be but need not be, his own. In his creation of
Aaron, Chakespeare was probably capitalizing upon the success of Muly
Hamet. Therefore, although we are perhaps not wrong in praising
Shakespeare as & great moralise, philosopher, psychologist, or whatever,
we must never forget that he was first and foremost a playwright who
wrote for a living. Yet, as shown implicitly in Shakespeare's treat-
ment of black men as exotic and passionate figures, and demonstrated
more explicitly in what follows, Shakespeare was not & racist, Just
as we must remember that Shakespeare was well attuned to what his audi-~
ences liked, conversely we must remember that he was never a slavish
imitator of the success of others. In treating the themes of racial

hatred and miscegenation, he creates a dramatic tension very similar to
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that in his treatment of the hisck wan as a passionate and exotic
figure. Hiy treatment of Aaron, notwithstanding the role in which he
is cast, is, at worst, meurral; ond hia treatmunt of Othello is cer-
tainly favorable. (me can arrive at a true picture of Shakespeare's
attitudes toward blacks and miscegenation only after a careful consid-
eration of his method of draomatic portraiture. That mathod 1s very
complex, especially with the two characters with which we are con-
cerned. Shakespeare's juxtapositicn of type and wan, interveaving and
intertwinfng the two throughout his plays, has led to charges of ‘
inconsistency in character portrayal.

Critics are right in caying that he is inconsistent in portraying
his characters, but it does not necesgsarily follow that the incomsist-
ency is a flaw. Shakespeare pusgessed a vision which allo;ed him to
pecr deeply beneath the surfoce of things. Probably more than any
other dramatist, he knew that the only consistent thing about human
nature is its inconsistency. This inconsistenc, is probably nowhere
more clearly demonstrable than in the way critics have discussed Aaron
and Othello as black men.

The significance of Aaron's blackuess, not whether he is black,
has been questioned. Those who have questioned its significance wonder
whether or not Shakespeare is concerned with his racial identity or the
colof of his soul. N, V. McCullough believes that Aaron's blackness is
merely symbolic of his soul:

"shokespeare no doubt was using the blackness of Aaron's complexion as

a symbol for the blackness of his soul; and the blackness of his off~

spring is to show figuratively and dramatically how black and vile evil
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begets confusion, chaos, horror, and more evil.
seems to be concerned with the evil inherent in
racial characteristics; yet as black has universa
with evil, Shakespeare does well to make Aarom bl
McCullough is right about the symbolic nature of
lar lore during Shakespeare's time supports his v
"o the Elizabethan audience, the Moor was identi
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from 'brighteness' to 'blackkeste' (line 100)."161

But McCullough's explanation does not cumple;
significance of Aaron's blackness. He would have;
"Shakespeare and the Elizabethan merely thought oz
black, or off-colour as exotic, undesirable, evil
He does not think that there are overtones of rac
peare's portrayal of black men. "It is truly dif.
conceive that twentieth-century race consciouanes~
in the thinking of Shakespeare and the Elizabetha

McCullough says is true, them why does Shakespear

Act IV in Titus Andronicus with abusive racist di

and forth by Aaron, the Nurse, Demetrius and Chir

to note here that before any of the villainy that;
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hegets confusion, chaos, horror, and more evil. Shakespeare, then,
sevems tu be concerned with the evil inherent in Aaron, rather than his
vacial characteristics; yet as black has universally been asguciated
with evil, Shakespeare does well to make Aaron black as coal,"13
M:Cullough is right about the symbolic nature of the color black; popu-~
lar lore during Shalkespeare's time supports his view:

"To the Elizabethan audience, the Moor was identified with the devil

because of his color. Reginald Scott states in Discoverie of Witch-

craft (1594) that 'Cf all human forms that of a Negro is considered s
favorite one with demons.' Since the time of the mystery plays, the
traditional color of the devil on the stage had been black. In the

first play of the York cycle, The Creation and the Fall of Lucifer, the

Devil after his fall, bemoans the change in his physical appearance
from 'brighteness' to 'blackkeste' (line 100)."16
But McCullough's explanation does not completely explain the

significance of Aaron's blackness. He would have us believe that
"Shakespeare and the Elizabethan merely thought of that which was dark,
black, or off-colour as exotic, undesirable, evil, or of ill omen."17
He Jdoes not think that there are overtones of racial hatred in Shakes-
peare's portrayazl of black men, "It is truly difficult,” he holds, "to
conceive that twentieth-century race consciousness was a dominant trait

n18 1f what

in the thinking of Shakespeare and the Elizabethan.
MeCullough says is true, then why does Shakegpeare thicken Scene Two of

Act IV in Titus Andronicug with abusive racist dialogue--bandied back

and forth by Aaron, the Nurse, Demetrius and Chiron? It is sufficient

to note here that before any of the villainy that Aaron contrives 1is

17,
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actually committed, Lavinia and Bassianus chide Tamera for her
involvement with Aaron in language which indicates that they are not
merely concerned with the fact that Saturninus is being cuckolded, but

also with the color of the one who is doing the cuckolding:

I3
I

Lav. Under your‘patience, gentle Empress,

'T{s thought you have a goodly gift in horning,
And to be doubted that your Moor and you

Are singled forth to try experiments,

Jove shield your husband_from his hounds today!
'Tis pity they should take him for a stag.

Bas, Believe me, Queen, your swarth Cimmerian

Doth make you honor of his body's hue,
Spotted, detested, and abominable.
Why are you sequestered from all your trainm,

Dismounted from your snow-vhite goodly steed,

And wandered hither to an obscure plot,
Accompanied but with a barbarous Moor,
If foul desire had not conducted you?
Lav. And, being intercepted in your sport,
Great reason tuat my noble lord be rated
For sauciness--1 pray you, let us hence,
And let her joy her raven-colored love.
This valley fits the purpose passing well. (II, iii, 66-84, emphasis mine)
McCullough's assertion that "The race concept, though probabiy

only incidental to Shakespeare and the Elizabethan, has been magnified

to major proportion, but *his reaction is doubtless the result of

modern~day NegrOphobia”19 i{s at best only a hal}
magnification of the racial problem has happened
time, simply if for no other reason than the fa
both the contemned and contemners has increasedi
the race concept is only incidental to Shakesp;
is a gross exaggeration of the facts, both histf
We may gain some notion of the Elizabethan's a;
by the action Queen Elizabeth took against theﬁ
There were 50 many Negroes in London by 1601 t:-E
to be "discontented at the great number of 'Ne:
which are crept into the realm since the troubl
and the King of 5pain," and for her to appoint |
Zeuden, merchant of Lubeck, to transport them

Statements that Shakespeare and his fellow dr.

what Moors or Negroes looked like merely 1 nor;
evidence.20
This excerpt implies that Elizabeth's actions
than racially ofiented, but the politic?l impli
sarily negate racism since the popular lore, b;
theory of the humors had already conditioned at]
The last sentence of the above passage is{
reasons.> First, underscoring it fulfills my pf
of this paper to show that Shakespeafe probabl
observe blacks. Second, it conveniently leads?
the attempts of some critics to change Othello"

racial identity. The words of McCullough are

1 7:7 o
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ncdern-day Negrophobla"19 is at best only a half-truth. No doﬁSc“Edmg\
magnification of the racial problem has happened since Shakespeare's E
time, simply if for no other reason than the fact that the number of
both the contemned and contemmers has increased. To"say, however, that
the race concept is only incidental to Shakespeare and the Ellzabgthan ’
ig a gross exaggeration of the facts, both historically and llterarlbf.
. A {
We may gain some notion of the Elizabethan's sentiment regarding blscks
by the acglon Queen Elizabeth took against them:
There were 50 many Negroes in London by 1601 that Elizabeth had cause
to be "discontented at the great number of 'Negnreland blackamoors'
which are crept into the realm since the troubles betwsen her highneas

and the King of Spain,” and for her to appoint a certain Caspar Van

Zeuden, merchant of Lubeck, to tyansport them out of the country.

/
Statements thst Shakespeare gnd his fellow dramatists did not kmow

what Moors or Negroes looked like merely ignore the available

evldence.20
This excerpt implies thacltllzabeth's actions were politically rather
than racially oriented, Sut the political implications do not'n;ces-
sarily negate racism since the popular lore, books of travei, and the
theory of the humors had already conditioned attitudes towards blacks.
The last sentence of the above passage is italicized for two
reasons. First, underscoring it fulfills my promise at the beginning
of this paper to show that Shakespeare probab{g‘had the opportunity to
obgerve blacks, Second, it convgniently leads into my discussion of
the attempts of some critics to change Othello's, but not Aaron's,

racial identity. The words of McCullough are illuminating here.
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Ysome schielars . . . say thst ¢rhello is aot a Negro; others contend
that he Is; aci even some insist that he is white. Seemingly the gen-
eral approach to shakespeare's use of wen of colour is emotional and
based upon tie vulture attitude toward ihce. tithello's marriage to
Desdemona naturally causes nausea to all who fear miscegenation of the
races; but since the marriage is a fact, it is more convenient for some
to say that Ochelio is not a Negro, thus alleviating, somehow, that
which is cousidered repugnant."21
McCnllough is undeniably right that the approach is "emotional and
based on the culture attitude toward race."

A. C. Bradley demonstrates very pointedly how differently ecrities
view the two blazk characters we are considering. The fdlowing pas-
sages indicate that some critics have attempted to whitewash Othello to
nake nis hue more acceptable:

There is a question, which thdugh of little consequence, is not without
dramatic interest, whether Shakespeare imagined him [Othello] as a
negro | sic? and not as a Meor,

Now I will not say that Shakespeare

imagined him as a negro and not as a Moor, for that might imply that he

distinguisted negroes and Moors precisely as we doj but what appears teo

me nearly certain is that Lie imagined Gthello as a black man, and not
as a light-brown one,

In the first place we must revember that the brown or bronze, to
which we are now accustvmed in the othellos of our theatres is a recent
innovatisn, Down to kdmund ¥ean's time, so far as is known, Othello
was always quite black, This stage-tradition goes back to the Restora-

tion, and it almort settles our question, For it is impossible that

1%

the colour of the original Othello should have bee
after Shakespeare's time, and most improbably tha
changed from brown to black.22
Yet in 1941 G. L. Kittredge asserted unequivocall'
Moorish noble of royal lineage. . . . Shakespeare |
oriental."?3

Let us now return to Bradley to get to the h

attempts to bleach Othello, but not Aarom:

No one who reads T:tus Andronicus with an open m

Aaron was, in our sense, black; and he appears tog
The horror of most American crities (Mr. Furne;a
at the idea of a black Othello is very amusing, ;1
highly instructive. But they were anticipated, i§
Coleridge, and we will hear from him. :'No doubt

Yet, as we are cons|

Othello's visage in his mind.
surely as an English audience was dispdsed in the

: i
seventeenth century, it would be something monstr

»

beéutiful Venetian girl falling in love Qith a ver
would érgue a disproportionateness, a waht) of balz
which Shékespeare does not appear to have?in;the f
Ah, Ehere’s the rub! fﬂad Tamora merited the sympa
merits and had Aaronvbeep noble, then attempts wo

whitewash him. Regatding the absurdity of Coleri

|
continues: |
1}

Could any argument bé more self-destructive? It d

Brabantio "something monstrous" to conceive his da
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itds pemition,  dpon Iago's suggesticn, Cassle asko Desdenonu te sue for
i reinstaterent. Woen he does, lage plantg the notion in Othello's
mind that Desdemona wishes him reinstated so that he may conveniently
serve her lust (¢f. II, iii, 359-363). Iago is able to trap Othello
into believinyg his charge because he knows that Cassio is loose in hig
sex life. Decause he is loose in that respect, lago is able to engi-
neer the device by which Othello is given the "proof” he needs to
helleve Desdemona has been false to him (cf., IV, i),

To conclude our discussion of the outside forces which lead to the
tragedy in dgh;alo, let us return briefly to Brabantio. We have looked
at twe ways in which Iago utilizes his charges that Othello used witch-
craft to seduce Desdemona. Iago reiterates those charges to Roderigo
to achieve two things--to get Roderigo to aid him in defaming Cassio
and to keep Roderigo both his fool and his purse. More instrumental to
lape, however, is the admonition Brabantio gives Othello after he has
failed in all attempts to retrieve his daughter:
ook to her Muor, if thou hast eye to see.

She has deceived her father, and way thee. (I, iii, 293-=09%)

Iawe i present when these words are spoken; he later uses *them in the
sranstornation scene (II1, iii) to worl scme witcheraft of his owa, ood
Yo putivn cnuta%nsbanly one ilngredient-=his skillful nanipulatieu,

srabantio's words secm to be cchoing in Iage's boad in the
astormabion sevne:
Chserve ber Well with Jdassio,
jealous, uor  ecure,

ve and urble nature

ﬂvtér?
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' | & :
L e Toowd Loes et tie doubts before he sees, and the "proof" turns o
: N N e light as air" (IXI, iii, 322). Thus, we see clea
i
é ! wte, then, of rrue minds," between Othello was destroyed by
% ' She LRt an ey In a sense there is a "marriage of true minds
; Lo ten? e tatinerta ey 4 o lone an e Aaron too, Though they are not married in a legaf
pavt - elatt 1o Lo, to hlarae. " are one in villainy, and they deserve each other
o youy el Desdemona do, Taking into consideration the prevg
bt G dewite yeu, towards blacks during Shakespeare's time, his trea
Gt e T lary themes of racial hatred and miscegenation in
i L iaee. 1 e thie atioa Titele dashed vear spirita, is not ovly faverable, but very objective as well,
Eolen, o a e, ot e ten. {LIT, Bii, 137e2ia) keep in wmind that the greatest degree of objectivi
.
toe el lat aparits Lav dweds ol oas Iapo lays it oon thickesn, tivity winfmized,) No one who has read QOthello wil
s WAt an e e qen et shakespeare's artistry and with careful attentlon
. L T | that Othello is anythine except noble and heroic, x
, Ca e Lerridge cruwdely portrayved wien couwpared to Shakespeare's o
Car e e rarl tiese lelioate reaturs . certainly no wore igneble than they, To be sure,
Gl ix ey petirend Vi et a5 mich, 1f net as ael, huranit: as his later coun
L c e . anyene belrenes ti Aarern 1. less lived by Si.akes)
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her ta’her, 'ivrvioa:

LT,

Yril bettor o be uuch abused

Loy
ot hnnw 'toa tittle. (1L, 335=337)

Villaidn, be sure thou prove ny love a whore,

oot b, give ue the occular preof. (11, 359-360)

™"

The Blac we,iv that lago works in the transformation scene, then, i
feavily dependent upon his invoking Brabantio's admonition, Before he
tuvokes these words Othelleo is determined to see before doubting and
suce Joubtivg prove. e is so shaken by the power of Iago's words that
he Jdoubts before he sees, and the "proof" turns out to be "Trifles

ipht as air” (IXI, iii, 322), Thus, we see clearly how the "marriage
of true ninds," between Othello was destroyed by racial hatred.

In a sense there is a "marriage of true wminds' between Tamora and
Aaron too, Though they are not warried in a legal sense, their minds
are one in villainy, and they deserve each other as much as Othello and
lesdemona do, Taking into consideration the prevailing attitudes
tewards blacks during Shakespeare's time, his treatment of the corol-
tary themes of racial hatred and miscegenation in Titus and in Othello
15 not only favorable, but very objective as well, (we must always
xeop 1 mind rhat the greatest degree of objectivity is but subjec-
tivity ainimized,) No one who has read Othello with some knowledge of
Thakespeare's artistry and with careful attention to detail can deny
that Sthello I+ anyibiag

except noble and hercoic, Aaron, though rather
crwdely portrayved when compared to shakespeare's other villains, is
certainiy no more ignoble than they., To be sure, he possesses almost

as uach, 1f net as much, humanit:r as his later counterparts, And if

acyene believes toat Aaren is lessz liwed by Shakespeare because he is
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i , e el o ceoneted U Dhavespeare b o atter woinds
st Lo voonrrent expvession, Calach i boaatnf i1, woen mmpotent
Ploaleblack i better than anothe. Sue) o that 17 sooras to bear
anoet, ey e’ LIV, L, ed=100, enphasis mine),

Vet , Jespite the forgooing, oue shenld not vininize the importance
ot the racism that erjst. in elther of these plays {(and this  is not the
s ame thing as labeling shakespeare a racist), Neither (thelle unor
Aaron can be Enlly appreciated if the effects of their being black in
white socletles are aot taken inte cousideration, K, W, Evans is abso-
Intely rvight in his assessment of Rentissance dramatists® use of
African characterg:

Dramatists using Afvican characters could play upon certain rocial and
religious prejudices, and these characters alsv ministered to a taste

for the utrange and exotic., The care taken to Jistinguish white from
black Meors probably indicates that the former were regarded as inter-

wediate, in volour and civilired refinement, between the negre Dsic”

and the Eurcvpeaa, The white Moor was halt-civilized, so tou spea'., and
might at any time relapse into the barbarism of his darker cousin,
These circumstgnces left the dramatis; free to maaipulate such diverse
reactions as wonder, fear, revulsion, aimsement and even qualified
respect in construct ing a particular African character, It would,
though, be very Jdif{icult to produce a fully sywpathetic Moori.
portrai:.zu

resently, the present author wishes not only to buttress the assertion
that Otheile 19 a black Mwuor, but alse show that sharespeare clearly

had daren in mind when he created Othrlly,

when Desdemona tells othello that he is "
vall o (v, i, 37-38), it seewms that Shakesp
reference to his "deadly-standing eye" while he
cution’ (I, iii, 32‘& 36) and Luciug' referenc
eyed slave” (V, 1, 44). When the Nurse calls ;
(1V, ii, 64) and "A joyless, dismal, black and |
ii, 66), she sounds like Iago telling Brabantio
tupping your white ewe/ . ., . the Devil will ma
(I, i, 88-91). when trying to cenvince Roderig
chance of winning Desdemona in spite of her be
lago speaks of the couple in this manner:
Her eyes nust be fed, and what delight shall sh
Devil? (II, i, 227-229, emphasis mine)

lucius refers to Aaron as “the incarnate devil™

Roderige describes Othello's lips as thick

Aaron's "thick-lipped" (IV, ii, 175) son certa
lips frou Tamora. Moreover, Aaron calls his son
mg and half thy dam" (V, 1, 27). Nowhere in Ot
cation that Othelle is a "tawny" or half-white
is associated with the devil, whose color, as w
tionally black, Brabantio says that Othello's
7y, He himself says, "I am black' (III, iii,
terpart is likened to a "black ill-favored fly" |
pares himself to a "black dog”™ ( ¢, 122), Em
as a 'filthy bargain,” "gull,” ,'' and "igno

No reference is made to the texture

i 1(’-0} .
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be rerocied b LG oSpLRYY i Aucor Wter wor ! whoou desderona tells orhello that he is "fatal” when Liu “eyes
ent expro.aiot, o lacl b bt o LT e bt LT oy, i, 37e3H it seems that Shakespeare has in umind Aaron's
] » » ’ ’

er rhan gnother hood o that e o lear retovrence to iy "deadly~stauding eye" while he is plotting "fatal exe-

i, 99100, erphasi cution' (11, iii, 32 & 36) and Lucius' reference to Aaron as a "Walled~

Livintre The dnportante vved slave” oV, i, 54). When the Nurse calls the black child a "devil"

he foreguing, e shoold

exist: in either of these plays (and this Is aof the IV, ii, 943 anl "A joyless, dismal, black and sorrowful {ssue' (IV,
ing Shakespesre » razist), Nelthe Crhells ney ii, %b), she sounds like Iago telling Brabantio “an old black ram/ is
;ppreciatk4<1 if the erfects ov tiwody boipg Black in tuppiug vour wiite ewe/ . . . the Devil will make a grandsire of youf'
not taken intc cnsideration,  F, W. Bvans deoal coe {1, iy =71y, When trylug to convince Roderigo that he still has a
baSSGSSmevY Gf Tentiusauee draeatisnt ' oo o chance of winning Desdemona in spite of her being marrigd to Othello,

lago speaks of the couple in this manner:
rican characters coubd play pea ertain sesial aud ! ler eyes must be fed, and what delight shall she have to loek on the
trevil? (17, 1, 227-229, emphasis mine)

, and these :havdcters 3lse winistered to g faste

exotic, The care V.sawn ¢ T inciug refers to Aaren as "the incarnate devil" (V, 1, 40).

indicates tiint the forr v Roderipo deseribes Othello's lips as thick (ef. I, 1, 66).

nd civilized refinement, between he acron's “thick-lipped” (IV, ii, 175) son certainly did not inherit his

he white Moor wa. nalr-civilized, 50 fo speal, and Tips frow Tameora. Moreover, Aaron calls his son a "tawny slave, half

me and balf thy dan' (V, i, 27). Nowhere in QOthello it there any indi-

of is darker

elapse into the havhbard

 left the drasatist free to manipualate soeh divere carion that Cthello is a "tawny" or halfewvhite Moor. Numerous times he
, fear, revulsion, ammsenment ani even gqualified Do associated with the devil, whose color, ac we have seen, is tradi-

ting a pagticular Afriran chapacter. 1P ol '-:unily black, DBrabantio says that Cthello's besom is "secty" (I, ii,
Ficult to prodioce a tulle swwpathos i e Doy He bimself savs, "I an black™ (11, iii, 263). fiﬂ eariier coun~

sorpart iw likened to a '"black 1ll-favored fly" (III, ii, 66) and com=

at aut=or wisie oo oaed iy e fortrrens the anmertion pares Gimself ro a "black deg” v, 1, 122). Enilia describeg Othelle
M ut o v at Lkt pedre an oA Vrilthy bargain,” Tpaull, Udelr )" oand ignorant as Jdirt" (V, il

ack Mocr, i b ’ 5 ) )
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Aaron eseribes his as Mwoolly' (1@, iii, 34)-=but in all other

respects wthelle and Aaron share the same physical characteristlcs.

o

The absence of any reference to that one characteristic which would
make uthellc an almost exact physival replica of Aaron certainly cannot
overwheln: the other ev.dence. Their moral fiber is, of course, another
satter; and, as already asserted, they both share a deep-rooted sense
of insecurity.

while COthello's characterization i; "certalnly remote I:iom

r

stereotyping,” his "portrait draws heavily upon an established stage
tradition, and clearly Shakespeare could hardly have avoided such a
ronnect fon entirely. Even when it diverges from the tradition, atten-~
rion is still directed tu associated ideas. . , ."31 There can be no

v

doubt, then, either for those who heed textual evidence and/or sound

n
critical judgment that shakespeare draws heavily upon the prevailing
attitudes towards Moorishuess im his treatment of the themes of the
black man as ap exotic and passionate figure, racial hatred, and
sisceogenation in Titus and Oihelle,
3.
s 4.

19 ;
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For a more detailed examination than I can g§
influence of travel literature on the Afric

£ldred Jones' Othello's Countrymen: The Af

aissance Drama (London, 1963), pp. 1-26, H4
In addition, one should also see Chapter I-l
Initial English Confrontations with African?

Jordan's White Over Black: American Attitud

1550~1812 (Chapel Hill, 1968). Jordan (pp.:
nature of his study, gives a more extensive;]
sance travel literature than Jones. Jordan

applicable to the drama.

Méndeville's Travels, which Jones chardcter:

significa?t publication in the realm of reg}
phy to be‘published in the fiftee?tb century
Englishmen (for th; first time o;;g)large di
of Prester John, a rich, white Christian ki
Prester John was supposedly nine-~hundred ye'é
Travels was published, his longevity the reg
a "miracrlous stream," Travels also helpedl
that all Africans were black, despite the fa
many Africans whose complexions approximateé
Jones, p. 8.

Ibid., p. 1L.
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PUUTNOTES

Yor oa rorve detailed examination than I can give here of the
influence of travel literature on the African image, consult

sldred Jones' Othello's Countrymen: The African in English Ren-

aissance Drama (London, 19565), pp. 1-26. Hereafter cited as Jones.
In addition, one should also see Chapter I1~--"First Impressions:
Initial English Confrontations with Africansg'-~of Winthrop

Jordan's White Over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro,

1550-1312 (Chapel Hill, 1968). Jordan (pp. 1-43), because of the
nature of bie ‘'study, gives a more extensive treatment to Renais-~
sance travel llterature than Jones. Jordan's treatment is

applicable to Eﬁe drama .

Mandeville's Trﬁvels, which Jones characterizes ask"the most
significant publication in the realm of regional ;nd~human geogra-
phy to be publish®ed in the fifteenth century" (p. SX, acquainted
knglishmen (for the first time on a large scale), with the legend

of Prester John, a rich, white Christian king who lived in Africa.

:
.

frester John was supposedly nine~hundred years old at the time
Travels was publistied, his longevity the result of his bathing in
a "miraculous stream." Travels also helped to create the notion
that all Africans wére bléck, despite the fact that there were
many Africans whose Complexious approximated that of'Europeans.
Jones, p. R, 4

Ihid., p. 11.
Ry ‘ .
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s Pacial Ldeutity,

®ilip Butcher, “othelle!

shakespeare
;yartegﬁz, 3 {152y, pp. 246-47.

Jones;ﬁp. h.

Ibid.

(New York: Hnoptf, 1958) p. 31,

Dualities in Shakespeare (Toronto, 1966), p. 36. Hereafter cited

as 3mith.
shakespeare (Garden City, New York, 1939), p. 28.

Robert E, Fitch, Shakespeare:; The Perspective of Value

{{hiladelphia, 1969), p. 101.

W. H. Auden claims that passages like these three I have quoted
"are vvidence that the piranoid fantasies of the white man in
which the negro {sic] appears as someone who is at one and the

same time less capable of self-control and more sexually potent
than himself, fantasies with which, alas, we are only too familiar,
already were rampant in Shakespeare's time." "The Alienated City:
keflections on 'Othello,'!" Encounter, August, 1961, p. 10.

Elmer Edgar Stoll, Art and Artifice in Shakespeare {XNew York,

15623, p. 11.
"rhe Individualization of Shakespeare's Characters Through

Imagery,' Shakespeare Survey, 2 (13449}, pp. 84-7.

Norman Verrle Mclullough, The Nepro irn English Literature (Deven,

England, 1952), p. 32. Hereafter cited'és McGullough.

Henning Cohen, "shalvspeare's Merchant of Venice IL., wiii. 772-79,"

shakespeare ruarterly, 2 (1951, 7%

weoatlough, p. 29,
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18.
19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

27.

28,

29,

30.

31.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Jones, pp. 12-13. Auden, then, is right wh
of the flourishing slav; trade "the Elizabé
innocents to .whom a negzo [8icll was simply
Alienated City," Encounter, August, 1961, p

McCullough, p. 23.

Shakegspearean Tragedy (London, 1965), p. 16
Bradley.
Ed., The Tragedy of Othellc _ The Moor of Vi

p. xi. /P

Bradley, pp. 163-4.

Ibid., p. 164.
According to McCullough (pp. 39-40), Blancm
absurd conjecture in her Shakespeare's Fouxr
Hampshire, 1957), p. 80.
Smith, Dualities, p. 31.

Shakespeare and the Allegory of Evil (New Yf

Brabantio reiterates his charge on three mof
63-79; 1, 1ii, 60-63; and I, iii, 95-105). ;
hold up, because as the‘Duke says, "To wvouc
"The Racial Factor in Othello,'" Shakespeare
pp. 124-5, ‘

1bid., p. 125.

ey
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i
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thello 8 Racial Identity," s hnkesngare <Z\
'R pp. 246-~47,

o

1958) p. 31.

a-.lre (Toronto, 1966), p. 36. Hercafter cifd
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Ibid.

Ibid.

.

Jones, pp. 12-13,

Auden, then,lls right when he said that because
of the flourishing slave"trade 'the Elizabethans were certninly no

comic exotic.”

innocents to whom a negro ((sic] was simply a "The
Alienated City;" Encounter, Augusf, 1961, p. 10, :
M¢Cullough, p. 23, : : !

Hereafter cited as

Shakespearean Tragedy (Lond;g},l965), p. 162,

Bradley. : '

.

Ed., The Tragedy oE Othello: The Moor of _Venice (Boa:on,‘l92&);4&*~7“**r*"""

24,
25,

26,

27.
\ 28,
29,

30,

31.

p. Xi.

Bradley, pp. 163-4. o ~
}_b_ld-.,'p.‘l66.

Accordlng to McCullough (pp. 39-405, élnnche Cole makes this

L]
%bsurd conjecture in her Shakespeare's Four Giants (Rindge, New

Hampshire, 1957), p. 80. . ,
Smith, Dualities, p. 31.

Shakespeare and the Allegory of Evll (New York, 1958), p. 421,

Brabantio reiterates his charge on three more occasions (I, ii, 3

63-79; 1, 111 60-63; and I, 111 95-105) His charge does not

hold up, because as cﬂ¥~Duke says, "To vouch it is no .proof."

-

“The Racial Factor in Othello," Shakespeare Studies, 5 (1969),
pp, 124-5. '
Ibldn, P 125, ' .
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Like many of the issues which must be under

. 4 explained by humanists and 56;111 scientists, th
' race and sexusality. in Amzrlc; is one ghich is, .;

. treat. The ambiguity is tﬁe‘ioglcll prquff of

tionship itself--a plethora of 1nterlectiﬁg, 1ntv

', ' ) ‘dicting, and 1nfreqﬁent1y harmonlouu‘hum-n desir

-and historical accidents. While some of,the fac

Dy ' . ‘(f . . ship are not yet fully understood--or, as seems

.

RACE AND SEXUALITY IN AMERICAN LITERATURE > remain rather bddly mlsunderutbgdf-a rapidly gr

. . opinion among social theorists indicates tﬁ-t th;

’ - lies very near the core of that hllto;ic.l t.n;l:

by . . ¥e1-tlons." This fundamental position in race cE

| 7 no doubt, why the race-sexuality sy%ject is on; ‘

"~ Roger Whitlow _ treated in American literature. /

’ I Eastern Illinois University The issue of rlcé and sexul{ity--ulually the

. : . Charleston,711{;nois - I of Slack sexuality-=is one thch runs through bot
' - '4 : erary documents frﬁm.vlftuallﬁ the beginning of

N "The Image of the Negro inm Colonial Liter.nture,"1

out that, though the first blacks in America were|

" "slaves,' because blacks were immediately "set apg
never treated as the equal of the white settler,
s - ; v ' assurances tha;lthe discriminatory word 'slave' wa

- ' _ o o the Negro in the early decades of settlement ‘are

1

, ’ ’ ’ about the portrayal of blacks in literature, Canta
. ' N . . ) "

. : ]
-'colonial literature touching on the Negro is expl
!
]

settlers. viewed him as dlffgfent and 1nfe;1§r.”2
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Like many of the issues which must be understood and subsequently
explained by humanists and social scientists, the relationship betwe'en
race and sexuality in Amgrica is one which is, at best, ambiguous to

h \ S

i
treat. 7The ambiguity is the logical product of the nature of the rela-
?

—
v

. tionship itself--a plethora of 1nterléct1ng, intertwining, contra-

dicting, and infrequently harmonious human desires, cultural prejudices,
and hlstgrical accidents. While some of the facets of this relation-
ship are not yet fully understood--or, as geems more often the case,

remain rather badly misunderstood--a fapldly growing consensus of

~ opinion among social theorists indicates that the relationlhlp itself

lies very near the core of that historicul tangle called “American race

relntioul." This fundamental positlon in race consciousness‘explains,
no doubt, why the race-sexuality Bubject is one of the most frequently
treated in American literature.

The issue of race and sexuality--usdally the issue of the nature

of black sexuallty--ls one which runs through both historfcal and lit-

erary documencs from vlrtually the beginnlng of America. In his essay,

wl

"The Image of the Neng in Colonial Licerature. Milton Cantor points

kt

out that, though the first blacks in America were not technically

"'slaves," because blacks were hnhediately "set‘aygrt frém the first and
never treated as the equal of the whlte settler, free or servaﬁt,
assurances that ;ﬁe discriminatory word 'slave’ was rarely applied to
the Negro in the early decades of settlement are erelevant." ‘And
about the portrayal of blacks in literature, Cantor cont inues that

"colonial literature touchihg on the Negro is explicit: the earliest
||2 ) ) Cor

?

settlers viewed him as different and inferior.
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Given this widespread assumption in Colonial America, then, that
blacks were different in kind from whites, the corollary assumptions
are, of c;i;se, predictable: namely that blacks therefore had "dif-
%erent“--i.e., more primitive--physical, social, and 1ntellecfua1 ideas
-ahdnlmpulses than their white Colonial counterparts. A Summhry of

- these a;sumed impulses {s found in the blatantly faclsc poem wrltten‘by

-

John Saffin titled "The Negroes' Character':

'"Cowardly and cruel, are those Blacks Innate,
Prone to Revenge, Imp of Inveterate Eate, )
He that cxaséeratea them; soon espies

Mischief and Muéder in their eyes.

Libidinous, Deceitful, faise and Rude,
3 .

The spuwediésue of Ingratitude."

.

Of all the denigratlpg‘characterlst1cs attributed to blacks,
however, by Saffin and by others, "li.bi.d!.nous'.l has prern to be the most

threatening, in aay-to-day socdial situations as well as in the. white

reception to the literature of black Americans. Thomas¢Detter, fpr

N

exaﬁple, the author of Nellie Brown, or The Jealous Wife, With Other

- Sketches (1871), felt compelled by conventions of the time to havg his
name apéear on the title pag¢ of his book as "Thomas.Dettér, (Colored).”
Moré important, he felt ;ompéiled to promise, immediately followlng.hfs
name, ''This work'is perfectly chaste and moral in every pértlcula;."
Une of Ameriqa's finest authors, Claude McKay, found himself, a half-

' -century after Detter, facing assumptions similar to those which Detter

‘tried to allay with his title-page apologies. McKay describes in his

.. autobiography, A long Jay From Home (1937), one’ of the English reviews

[ T R
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‘class-conscious working class: the gugaboo of s

""The Class Sogiety projects a fragmented sexual

of his early collection of poems, "Spri

"Said the Spectator critlc: ‘'Sprin
extrinsically as Qell as intrinsically in
man who i5s a pﬁrelblooded Neg;o e o o Perhaps t
first impulse in realizing that the book
inquire into its’goqd taste; Not until we are
does not dverstép the barriers which a not qsl;'
instinct in us is ever alive to maintain can we
fairness. Mr., Claude McKay never offends our s
poetry is clear of the hint which would put our |
him, whether we would or not.'

. i

So there it bobbed up sgain. As {t/wal
whether he is a poet or puglllat.“a
McKay is right, of cours®; the critic's problem
first impulse') on the matter - of “good taste,'" of
barriers," is indeed .quite explicable: McKay is
as poet, must not reveal 'distasteful impulses“'
poetry.
One of the most useful theories fo;ﬂexpllin)
black sexuality, hence the stormy felatlgnsﬁiﬁ b
ality in America génerally, is the archetypal sch

fragmented sexuality described by Eldrldge-Clea¥.

LY .

Mitosis" section of Soul on Ice. Here Cleaver

projects a sexual image coinoiding with its clas
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read assumption in Colonial America, then,‘that'.
:ig kind from whites, ;he.corollury assumptions
table: namely that blaeﬁ} thevefore had\ﬁdif-
imitive--physical, social, and intellectual ideas
[r white Coloniui counterparts; A ﬂnnnary of
in fnund in the blatantly racist po€m written by

T

e Negroes' Character'':

re those Blacks Innate, -
iof In;;terate hute,'
hem; soon espies ‘
’thein eyes. . N
false and Rude, -
gracitude.”3
ating thhracteriskic; attributed to blacks,
by others, "libidimous" has proven to be the most
-day socini situations as well as in the white
Thomas Detter, for

ature of black Americans.

Nellie Brown, or The Jealous Wifa, With Other

 compelled by conventions of the time to have his
ple page of his book as "Thomas Dettei, (Coiored).“
‘t'compeiiéd to promise, immediately folloﬁing his
ifectly chante and moraliin every particular.” ,

t authors, Claude chaf, found himself, a half-
'facing‘ansumptions similar to those which Detter
McKay describes in his

s title~page apologies.

' Way From Home (1537), one of the English reviews

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

1y~

'fairnei;;,/Mr. Claude WcKﬂy never offends our ‘sensibilitiés.

& 194

of his early collection of poems, "Spring in New Hampshire" (1920):

“"Said the Spectator critic: " 'Spring in New Hampshire is

extrinsically as well as intrinsically interesting, It is written by a

man who is a pure-blooded Negro . . . Perhaps the'ordinaryhgeader's
- S A

first impulse in realizing that the book is by an American Negro is to

inquire into its good taste. Not until we are satisfied that his work

doeé not overstep the barriers which a not quite explicable but deep
instinct in us is ever alive to maintain can we judge it with genuine

His 1love
)

poetry ‘is clear of the hint which wouid put our’ racini instinct against

»

him, whether we would or not.'
So there it bobbed up again. As it was among the.elite»of‘the

the bugaboo:of sex~--the African's sex,
4
Al

class-conscious working class:
whether he is a’ poet or pugilist.
McKay is right, of course; the critic's problem ("the ordinary reader's
first impulse") on the matter of "good taste," or not'overstepping "the

barrie;s," is indeed quite éx cable: McKay is black; therefore he,
as poet, muat not reveal "djistasteful impulses™ in his love (sex?)

poetry.

.« -

One of the most usefui theories for expinining the white fear of
1
black sexuaiﬁg;, hence the stormy reiationship between race and sexu-~

ality in America generaily, is the archetypal schema of class-
fragmented sexuaiity deacribed_byjﬁldfidge Cleaver in the "Primeval

HitOﬂ}S” section of Soul on Ice. Here Cleaver postulates that

. [

"The Class Society projects a fragmented sexual image. Each class

project§ a sexual image coinciding with its class-function in society.
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“

- - + The source of the fragmentation of the Self in Class Society lies

in the alienatien between the function of man's Mind and the function .
‘ of his Body. Man ds thinker performs an Administrative Function in

society. Man as doer performs a Brute Power Function. These two basic
functions I symbolize, when thex are embodied in&iving wen functioning

in society, as the Omnipotent Administrator and the Supﬁrmasculine T e

Menial.,"S ' . -
In a class society, Cleaver posits, the Omnipotent Administrutor,

s he competes for power with others like himself, repudiates the "com-

ponent of Brute Power“ in—himself in effect abdicating the '"doer," or
performer in himsélf as he becomes more exclusively concerned with his
role as thinker and power manager; In short, he turns.the’male body
functions over to the Supermas;uline Menial in the“socio-economic
classes under his5contr91. On a strictly economic level, this:arrungE-
ment is a satisfactory one for the Omnipotent Administrator, for he has
uttained the power that he aspired to, and he has, in the Supermasculine
Mehial, a strong and efficient work force on which an economy thrives.
What has occurred, of course, is that the Omnxpotent Administrator
as purchased his socio-economic power at the cost of hxs own sexu-
alityssaﬂa'it happens so gradually that he is unawa;e of his owr. dimi-
nution of sexual power until it is impossible to reclaim the vital
loss. The lateness ofnhis awareness. of his own loss of body power,
Cleaver shcws; is made poéSible by the woman who is: his counterpart in
the ruling c{§ss--the UICESEeQinine'yho, because sg¥ senses the process
of self-emasculation, or "effem{;izing;” that her .man is undergoing,

"is required to‘possess and project an image'thac is in sharp contrast
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to his, more sharply fgminine than his, éo thlé E
her man can still, by virtue of the sharp contrast
ninity, be perceiVédcls masculine, "8 The‘femhle
for>the Ultrafeminine is the Subfemininé, the w
classes who gradually assumes more and more of th
TheAresuit of this trlan!l

-

-added to the Ultrafeminine's greater and grgltir

of the Ultrafeminine.

self, “fs that the Subfeminine becomes & kind of dd
the Ultrafeminine becomes something of a ;éxUll ci
While Clelvef'a class-sex theory applies to
arrangements, from European class structures to Fal
tems,‘it is pnrticulnrly 1ﬂform1ng to note its co
1history of the relltionlhibs between race and se
revealed in both the social theory n?d the literat
~Americans. Put simply, Gig-vgr's Omnipgéent Adm
white male; the Supe;mlscdline Menial, becomes the
Ultrafeminine becomes the white female (especially
female); and the Subfeminine beéoges the Silck £
AddiAg to Cleaver's foundutibnztheoryathe cond

\

5reseurche£s, psychologists>lnd péyéhtltriltl, nnd»
.American authors of'fictign, drama, poetry,>lnd'th
that clear answers begin to emerge to‘questionp 11:
American males historically been parlnoili;nbout tz

black males to white women? What-lies at the bluei

- repulsion sexual impulses of white women towlfd bli

at the base of the attraction/retribution sexual
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e fragmentation of the Self In Class Society lies to hls, more sharply feminlne than hls, so that the efféminate mage of
0 ’ &
qen the function of man's Mind and the function. - her man can still, by virtue of the sharp contrast 1n degrees of femi~
inker performs an Administrative Function in . ninity, be perceived as maacullne."6 The female who serves as contrast

erforms a Brute Power Function, These two basic E for the Ultrafeminine is the Subfemlnlne,'the woman of the lower
 'when they are embodied in living men functioning classes who gradually assumes more . and more of the "Domestic Function"

potent Administrator and the Supermascuilne of the Ultrafeminine. The result of this transfer.of responsibility,

‘ @ added to the Ultrafeminine's greater and greater effeminizing of her-

self, is that the Subfeminine becomes 2 kind of domestic beast while

3

» Cleaver posits, the Omnipotent Administrator,’

with ofhers like himself, répudiatgs the. "com= the Ultrafemlnlne becomes somethlng of a sexual cipher. o N
:1n himself, i{n effect abdicating the "do;r,” or\. While Cleaver's cllsn—uex theory npplleu to various economic

he becomes more exclusively concerned with his . lrrlngements, from Egropeln;glnnu structures to.?lr Eastern caste sys~ v
Jer manager. In short; he turns the mai; body - tems, it is particularly 1nform1né to ndte'ltl'correnpondenge to the
uperﬁnsculike Ménial in the socio~economic ) history of‘the relationships Bgtween race and sexuality in America,';s
pliﬂ On a strictly economic level, chig'a:rang;- ‘revealed in both the social theoryfahd the literature pfodﬁced by .
ode'gor the Omnipotent Administra£o;, for he has Americans, Put simplf, Cleaver's Omnipotent Agﬁinlltrltor becpm;| the

he luélred to, and he has, in the Supernmasculine white ﬁale; ﬁhe Supermasculine Meninl bepﬁmen the black m&}e; the

rd

ficient work force on which an economy thrives. Q Ultrafeminine becomes the white female (espeélally the thfe southern

of course, is thaé the Omhipotent'Ad;;nlst;ator : femhle);.a